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CHAPTER I. 

BOUNDABIES; AND GENERAL OeOQBAPHT. 

British Columbia sprang into existence, as a Colony^ 
only in 1858, consequently on the gold-discoverieSy the 
rnmotirs of whicli in that year suddenly attracted numbers 
to its shores. Previously it had been traversed and partially 
occupied only by the Fur-traders, first of the North- West^ 
and afterwards of the Hudson's Bay, Companies ; by whom 
its various divisions were distinguished by different names, 
most of which are still retained for local designation. Tho 
adjacent Island of Vancouver, separated from the mainland 
by a narrow channel, in its narrowest part scarcely exceeding 
a few thousand yards, had been partially colonized somo 
years before ; and it might have been reasonably supposed 
that these two adjacent and almost contiguous lands, with 
iaterests so closely united, would have been incorporated 
under one Oovemment. But the wisdom of Downing Street 
willed it. otherwise. Established as separate Colonies, each 
enjoyed for some years the honor of paying its own highly- 
salaried Governor, under the Imperial auspices; with tho 
dignity of enacting its own special laws, not always in strict 
4 observance of the interests of its neighbour. Of course this 
[^ could not last ; and in 1866 the common-sense of tho two 
' Colonies, though reluctantly elicited, brought about a union. 
|^>6ubsequently, on the 20th July, 1871, the united Cobny 
became confederated as a Province of the Dominion of 
^ Canada. 

It is as a sequel to this last-named event, and in view of 
the rapid advance of the most important interests of tho 
country under its new connexion, that the Provincial Govern- 
* ment has judged it expedient to invite the production of 
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suoh iofortuation as ma; meet the oiiquiries of the industrious 
settler wlioso views tend hithcrward. It will, tben, be the 
object of the following treatise to present, in a. brief and 
oompendioua form, auch general aceount of the oountry and 
its resources as may soeni appropriate to the eud in view. 

The limits of the Province may be thus broadly indicated. 
Co-terminoua on the South with the United States Territory 
of Washington, the 49th Parallel of North Latitude formB 
the boundary from the Gulf of Georgia to the summit of th« 
Kocky Mountains, which it intersects id Jjongitudo 114" West, 
there touching on the Dominion territory of the North- West. 
Thence along the summit of the Rocky Mountains to the 
parallel of Mount St, Elias, in about Latitude 62°. Thence 
Southward ae far aa 54° 40', along the strip of coast-line, ten 
marine leagues in width, formerly occupied bj Russia, re- 
cently purchased by the United States, and now forming 
part of the Territory of Alaska. Thence Southward to the 
entrance of the Strait of Fuca, including Queen Ghurlotta 
and Vancouver Island, and the vast archipelago conneot«d 



ther 



ivith. 



The three principal streams of British Columbia are, the 
Columbia, the Fraser, and the Peace. The last- mentioned, 
rising in the angle formed by the Peak Range with the 
Rocky Mountains and the Coast Range, after receiving the 
important gold-beariug tributary, Findlay's Branch, breaks 
through the main line of the Rocky Mountains, aud, passing 
onwards, joins the great River Mackenzie : the united flood, 
after a course of some two thousand miles, eventually falling 
into the Frozen Ocean. 

The Columbia, rising in the Rocky Mountains, pursues a 
Southerly course, and, after receiving several important 
tributaries, and feeding the two extensive sheets of water 
called the Arrow Lakes, enters the United States Territory 
in Latitude 49°; and after a course of nearly a thousand 
miles, falls into the Pacific ia Latitude 46° 20'. 



BOUNDABIES; AND GENERAL OEOORAPHT. 8 

Fraser Riyer, comparatively the smallest, but in its relo- 
tion to the Province by far the most important^ flows entirely 
through British Columbia, entering the Gulf of Georgia a 
few miles North of the Boundary Line of 49^, and in about 
122^ 40' West Longitude; its course throughout being 
nearly parallel with that of the Oolumbia. The main, or 
central, branch takes its rise in the Bocky Mountains in 
Lat. 68*^ 46" N., Long. 118 W., there heading with the 
Bivi^re de Miette, a tributary of the Athabasca, which after- 
wards unites with Peace River in its course towards the 
Frozen Ocean. Fraser Biver was first discovered by Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie of the North- West Company, who, 
designating it as the Td-cout-chd Tesse, or Biver of the 
Tftcully nation, descended it for some distance on his way to 
the Western Coast in 1798. Afterwards, in 1808, it was 
navigated to its mouth by Mr. Simon Fraser and Mr. John 
Stuart of the North- West Company; from the former of 
whom it has its present name. Fraser River, a few miles 
from its source, flows into a lake some miles in length called 
Cow-dung Lake, below which, considerably increased by a 
tributary from the north, it enters Moose Lake, a beautiful 
sheet of water some nine miles in length. Thence the river 
continues rapidly to TCte Jaune's Cache, being joined midway 
by a second feeder, likewise from the North. 

TSte Jaune's Cache,'*' distant about 70 miles from the 
summit of the Bocky Mountains and 780 from the sea, is 
the limit of canoe navigation on the Fraser. About three 
miles lower down, the stream is joined by the Cranberry 
Fork, a tributary flowing from the South, which heads in 
with the North Branch of the Thompson, to be presently 
noticed, and the Canoe Fork of the Columbia. 

Between T6te Jaune's Cache and Thle-et-leh, whore there 
is a post of the Hudson's Bay Company called Fort George, 

* Named after an Iroquois trapper attached to the North-Wcst 
Company, who formerly frequented this neighbourhood — called 
the Tdte Jaune from the lightness of his hair. 
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the river is augmented by many tributariefl ; two of vUoIi, 
the Hackeniie Fork and Bear River, are of oonsidenbU 
magoitude. This poiot ia in Lat, 53° 53', Long. 122° iff. 
An important branch hero falls in from the WeGtward, pro- 
ceeding from the Lakea of Stuart and Frwcr. Quesnel's 
River, issuing from the great lake of the same name, floVB 
ia 100 miles lower down; and 40 miles below this is Fort 
Alexandria, seated on the right bank in Lat. 52° S3' 40". 

It is in the mountai&ous region comprised within the 
great bend which tho Fraser makes between TSte Jftune's 
Cache and this point, that the rich gold-deposits, knowa ss 
the Caribou mines, tire situated. 

At Ljttoa, about ISO miles from tho sea, the Fraser is 
joined by Thompson's River,* a copious tributary flow- 
ing from the Eastward, This stream waters an important 
and estensive section of the country; its northern branch 
heading with the Cranberry Fork, before mentioned. 

Yale, a small town at the head of steam-boat navigation 
on the Lower Fraser, is 57 miles lower down; and New 
Westminster, the former capital of the mainland, some 95 
miles below it. This last-named town, pleaaantly situated on 
the northern bank of the river, some fifteen miles above the 
entrance, and in Lat. 49° 12' 47", Long. 122* 58', is, prao- 
tjeally, the head of ship-navigation on the Fraser. 

For brevity's sake the names of the various extensive 
feeders, falling in at intervals from Fort George downwards, 
are omitted. Of these the Chil-o6h, watering the fertile tract 
occupied by the ChikotJns, and entering on the right ahoat 
60 miles below Alexandria, is one of the most conspicuous. 
The Harrison, joining also from the right, is another. This 
Btream flows by a short course from a picturesque and exten- 
eive lake; and was at one time the chief route of communi- 
cation with the upper country; its continual ion again striking 
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the Frasor some 40 miles above Lytton, at the beautiful 
village of Lillooett. 

In order to a duo appreboDsion of tbe geography of Britisb 
Oolumbia it is necessary to indicate the ranges of mountains 
wbicb divide its several portions. 

The more Southerly part is separated fVom the Columbia 
watershed, by the Oascade Bange, so called from the rapids 
of the Oasoades upon the Lower Columbia ; the point where 
that river bursts through the chain. This range may be con- 
sidered as a continuation of the Sierra Nevada of California, 
and it vanishes at the junction of Thompson's River with 
the Fraser.* 

The Coast Range (i. e. the chain of mountains lying be- 
tween the interior of the Province and the sea-board) com- 
mences above New Westminster, and extends, parallel with 
the coast; as far as Mount St. Elias at the northern extremity. 



CHAPTER II. 

The Coast, YANOOuyEB Island, ao. 

Having traced the main artery of the Province from its 
origin to the sea, we may now proceed to notice the Coast 
region, with its insular appendages, and chiefly the important 
island of Vancouver. 

A reference to the map will show that the North-West 

*The detignatioo *< Cascade Rango" hag beon applied by the 
Officers of the Royal Engineers, and some others, to the whole 
system of mountains in British Oolumbia except the Rocky Moun- 
tains. The writer thinks, however, that on reconsideration those 
gentlemen will agree with him in the classification he has always 
advocated, not only as calculated to avoid confusion, but as being 
geographically accurate. 
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CoBRt, from San Fr&DoiflOO upwards aa fnr as tli« Btrtiiot 
Fiica, prcsoDts a lino romnrkably froo frum fndciitatioB. 
ThGDoe northward, however, tha coa»t is broken np into ■ 
porfeol maze of iuluU, forniing in their rnniificationa ootuit- 
has Ulamls of grantor or Icbb extent. The niiuuto explon^ 
tion of thiH cxtrnordlnary urchipulago by Vuuoouver, in the 
years 1701-M, has given ua innps the nccuruoy of which 
under the circumtttuuni-'a hoa excited the admiration of ane- 
CQQiiing nuvigutors. Outside of the archipelago lie two 
principal islands, Vancouver and Queen Charlotte, divided 
from each other by a broad boudiI, aud eitCDdirig from the 
Strait of Fuoa on the South to the frontier of Alaska on the 
North. The southern islaud, named by the explorer Quadra 
atul Vancouver's fulandr after the Spanish Commander then 
on the station and himself, formed originally, with its dopen- 
denoios, tho Colony of Vanoouver Island. It extends in 
a north-western dircotion fVom Lot. 48° 20' to Lot. 51°, in 
length nearly 250 geogrnpbioal miles; its greatest breadth, 
opposite to Nootka, being about seventy. Victoria, the scat 
of Government and Capital of tho Provinoo, is situated near 
the Houth-eastorn extremity of the island, where the adjoin- 
ing Strait of Fuoa is about seventeen uiilcs in breadth. This 
strait, extending into the United States territory by tho inlet 
tcrtoinntiog in Pugot Souod on tho south, expands northward 
into the Gulf of Georgia, which extends to Lot. 60°. Thia 
portion of tho dividing channel in no part exceeds 20 miles 
in width; contracting afterwards into Johnstone's Strait, 
which, at the narrowest part, does not exceed two milea. 

Before recurring to the oonsidoratiou of the mainland of 
British Columbia, or entering on the topics which iipply 
equally to both divisions, it uisy bo well to note some par- 
ticulars respecting the older portion of tho Province. Victo- 
ria, its capital town and chief sea-port, above catiuatly alluded' 
to, is in I.nt, 48° 25' 20" N., Long. 123" 22' 24" W., d ^ 
about VO milea, or six hours' Btoomer travel, from 
■Weatminstor on the Praaer ; three hours from Port T 
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end, the Port of Entry for Puget Sound in Washington 
Territory; and about 750 geographical milcS; or from three 
to four days' voyage of steamer^ from San Francisco in Cal- 
ifornia. The position of this rising city^ both as a distrib- 
uting point for the Province at large^ and as a nucleus for 
foreign trade, is thus extremely favorable : and the fact of 
its being the first available sea-port north of San Francisco 
confers on it additional importance. The town itself is seated 
on the narrow inlet of Camosae, which^ completely land- 
locked, gives accommodation to all vessels whose draught of 
water does not exceed eighteen feet. Larger vessels discharge 
at Esquimau^ three miles distant; an extensive harbour 
capable of receiving vessels of the largest class, and destined^ 
apparently^ to be, in connexion with the projected Railway 
across the Continent, the future entrep6t of a national com- 
merce, the extent of which it is not easy to foresee. E^qui- 
malt is the station of Her Majesty's ships on this portion of 
the Coast. Here are the naval yard, the hospital, and other 
necessary appendages for the requirements of the squadron. 
A graving dock is in contemplation, capable of admitting 
ships of the largest class, tenders for the construction of 
which have been invited by the Provincial Government : and 
every thing indicates improvement of a permanent and sub- 
stantial character. An excellent macadamized road connects 
the two harbours. 

The situation of Victoria is very beautiful^ and the town 
boasts of some good streets^ with fine drives, over excellent 
roadS; in various directions. Adjoining the town a large 
extent of ground has fortunately been reserved for a public 
park. This picturesque locality^ known as Beacon Hill; bor- 
ders on the Straits; and on the opposite shore tower iu 
grand outline the snow-clad summits of the Olympian Kange. 
H^re is the public race course; and here the cricket-matchfs 
are played ; when the fleet against the towns-men, or the 
married men against the single, compete for honors. On the 
outskirts of the town are many attractive residences : and 
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every cottage displayB it^ prctl; garden, cultirsiod fre^ncnll; 
with no KRiall ilogreu uriiortiaullural tost^-. Though Victorii 
can BO fur boaat of no edifice of high archit«cluriil pretension, 
there ure uaDy neat and BubsUntialty-coDstmcted building 
Among tlicao, thoagh in rather florid taste, may be mea- 
tioDod the Provincin! Offices on JaineB' Bny. We may klso 
mention the Presbyterian, Wesleyan, and Koman Cntholto 
Ohorohea ; the iron church of St. John, a donation to the 
Epitioopaliau congrogatiouof the Province from that exoellent 
lady, (he Barooesa Coutts; the Angela College for young 
ladies, lilcewise originating in the beoefieuDoe of the some 
Indy ; the St. Anne's Convent, iind Orphan School ; the 
htj^u hull occupied by the Mechanics' Inetituto; the Bank 
of British North America; the St. Nicholas Hotel; the 
Alhumbra ; and the finp hotel recently completed, called the 
Driard House. Various public buildings, to be built by the 
Dominion Government, will shortly be erected; and the 
£piscopuliaii Cathedral of Christ Church, occupying the coo- 
epicuouB site of the former building destroyed by fire, it id 
progress. Some of these projeclied buildings, it is to be pre- 
sumed, nil] be of a higher order of architecture than the 
majority of those hitherto coiiitniotcdi 

About Hcventy miloB from Victoria, on the eastern, or 
inner, shore of the island, ia Nanaimo, a small town of local 
imporliiuce, originally established in connexion with the coal- 
miaee wrought in that vicinity, and arouud which other in- 
terests have sprung up. Among those may be mentioned the 
quarrying and exportation of stone for architectural purpoaea. 
There is u deficiency of good stone along the coast, until this 
vicinity ia reached ; consequently the United States Govern- 
ment, when recently about to construct a Mint in San Fran- 
cisco, contracted to get the material from Nowcaatle I^Und, 
near Nanaimo. This contract, the stone having been howo 
before shipment, is now nearly completed, and will probably 
bo follcwod by others of a similar deacription. Nanaimo is 
A thriving little town, and, having Hubstantial roaources 
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a permanent character, will donbtless continue to flonriab. 

Comox, some forty miles higher up on the same shore, is 
an agrioultural settlement, prosperous and contented. It is 
situated at the mouth of a stream of the same name,* and 
possesses a very productive soil. There are said to be great 
indications of coal here, and elsewhere in the yicinitj. 

Oowitchan, situated between Nanaimo and Victoria, upon 
a river of the same name, is a flourishing agricultural settle- 
ment. In the same district are Ohemainis, and Salt-spring 
(or Admiralty) Island, also agricultural and pastoral in their 
character. 

Victoria District occupies the peninsula, at the base of 
which is ihe town of Victoria. It embraces many fine and 
valuable farms, and includes the settlements of Lake and 
Saanich. The latter, especially, forming the extremity of the 
peninsula, is a fertile and beautiful tract. 

Passing Esquimalt westward, along the Strait of Fuca, are 
the settlements of Mctchosin and Sooke, of an agricultural 
and pastoral character. Near Sooke are gold-diggings, which, 
though not excitingly attractive, give earnest of something 
better, and meanwhile yield a moderate income to the few 
who occupy themselves in the quest. 

Upon the Outer or Western Coast there are at present no 
agricultural settlements; the business prosecuted there being 
only the traffic with the natives for oil and furs. In Alberni 
Inlet, Barclay Sound, are extensive saw-mills, erected at large 
outlay by an English firm ; but they are not at present in 
operation. At the northern end are the Saw-quash coal- 
mines ; but they are only partially wrought for the casual 
supply of passing steamers, and cannot, it is to be presumed, 
be brought into competition with those in the more accessi- 
ble position of Nanaimo. Fort Rupert, a post of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, is in this neighbourhood. 

It is not, however, the intention to enter into minute local 
particulars ; but rather to indicate broadly the general fea- 
tures of the country, and afterwards to refer to special points 

* Sometimes called the Courtenay Jliver. 
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wficn necoBSory. While the coiLSt-line of Vanoouvei Islf 
is well known, the iuUirior has been very partially explt 
A mountoinouB riJge appcniB to travera* it Ipogthwiae, 
which are certain depresslona occupied by extensive lakes} 
and it ia probable that muob agticultnrnl and paatoral coun- 
try remains yet to be developed. So far the portions that 
have been tak'^n up along the inner sea-board are fouod to 
be extremely fertile and easily brought into cultivation. 
Little neoessity for clearing, save partially in spots, has yet 
existed ; bat, the more open 'grounda being first oocnpied, 
the use of the axe will becomo aoDstautly more necessary in 
this divisioD of the Province Within the limits 
monDtaios rich miDcra) deposits are known to exist. Coal 
found in scTural pofitiousj and timber of the finest quali 
occupies the forest tracts. But on theso and other poil 
more will be said hereafter. 

Queen Charlotte's Islaod, considerably sriuLller than Yi 
couvor Island, is generally of a mountainous oliaracter, 
shores presenting, howevor, spots well adapfed for the culti- 
vation of the potato and other vegetables. But it is as a 
mineral region that this island has chiefly to be considered 
and as such it will, it is believed, eventually prove extreme] 
valuable. Gold-bearing quartz of very rich c|uulity was 
tracted at a point called Mitchell's Harbour, as far back 
1852 ; but for various reasons the quest of this metal has 
never been vigorously prosecuted in this locality. Copper 
and other ores exist; and a fine vein of anthracite coal, said 
to he of a superior (|ualitj, has been partially wrought, but 
the working is at present suspended. Want of capital is 
alleged to bo the cause why this last enterprise has not been 
prosecuted to a more successful issue. ■ 

Fort Simpson, a post belonging to the Hudson's Bay Colfl 
pany, is situated near the entrance of Observatory Inlet, clofl 
by the southern frontier of Alaska. MolhhikiUhla, a mission- 
ary settlement under the supervision of the Reverend Mr, 
Duncan of the Church Missionary Society, is situated some. 
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80 miloB to the southward of it, at a point known formerly 
to navigators as Pearl Harbour. Near thiS; at the entrance 
of the Skcenft River is Port Essington, in Lat. 54^ 15'; a 
newly established settlement^ to which further allusion Will 
be made, with reference to the recent gold-dlHOOveries on 
Peace River. 

A cursory reference to the map will show the almost num- 
berless islands of all dimensions which compose the remain- 
der of this extraordinary archipelago, and of which no special 
mention can of course bo attempted. Many share, doubtlesSi 
to a greater or less extent the attributes of their larger out- 
lying neighbours : and all participate in the facilities for 
securing the teeming products by which, as will bo seen, the 
maritime waters of the Province are notably distinguished. 



CHAPTER III. 

QKOoRAPnioAL SunnrviHioNH OP THE Mainland. — Gen- 
eral Charaoterihtiob of eaoii. — Lines of Communi- 
cation, &o. 

The mainland of British Columbia, apart fVom the sea- 
board, may be divided into three sections, each differing from 
the other in its attributes. The first extends from the mouth 
of Fraser River to the head of the Rapids above Yale : the 
second, from that point to Alexandria : the third, thence to 
the Rocky Mountains. 

The characteristics of the lower district are a surface 
thickly wooded in most parts with trees of enormous growth, 
chiefly varieties of the Fir and Pino, and intermixed with 
the Red Cedar {Thuja Occidentalis of Douglas, (Hvjantea of 
Nuttall) and the Maple-plane (Plutanus Acprifolia). Ijow 
alluvial points fringe these thiokcts. ThcHo, as wril an the 
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DUmeroiu iaicte along tlio river, are covered vith 
Bulaatn Poplars, and Alders, of luxuriant grofftb. 
lower piirt are some oxtensive meadows, yielding, in 
natural state, heavy crop > of a coarse but nutritiooB grass, 
and, under cultivation, eiiormous returna of cereals and other 
produce. For a certain period of Llje year mosquitoes are 
troublesome along tho river, as high, nearly, as Hope : bat 
there has never been manifeHt<:d any symptom of fever and 
ague, or other similar cndemie, so often generated in posi- 
tions of a like description, 

On the verge of the second, or central, division a marked 
change commences: The copious rains which fall in 
lower district are greatly niodi&od after we pass the moi 
tainouB ridge through which the river bursts near Tal 
Evidences of a drier climate appear at every step- 
character of the vegebtion changes. About T.ytton the 
CFietus begins to appear. In spots along the Thompson the 
Artemisia, and other shrubs indicative of a dry and hot cli- 
mate, are found : and in lieu of the thickly- wooded luxuri- 
ance of the lower region, a aucoession of open valleys, cover- 
ed with fine pasture and bordered by grassy hills in parts 
more or leas wooded, delights the eye of the travoller. Hera 
and there belts of forest intervene ; amid which broad ex- 
panses of open land lie scattered at intervals. This general 
description may be regarded as applying to a very large traot 
of oountry, extending from Alexandria on the Frascr, in 
Latitade 52° 33', to the Southern Bonndary Lino on tba 
Okinagan River: and tbenee at intervals towards the eonth- 
eastem angle of the Province. Near the point just men- 
tioned, where the Boundary Line intersects the Okinagan 
River flowing into the Columbia, tho country beginH to a»- 
Bume, in it« general features, a very sterile character. An 
arid sandy region, almost tropical in its temperature, replaces, 
the rich scenery through which we have been passing. Ci 
sing the frontier into the United States Territory, as 
descend tho Okinagan towards the Columbia, this ohuttol 
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beoomes more general. The alluvial bottoms alone, where 
there is natural irrigation, are susceptible oi' culture : the 
main feature of the prospect is a torrid waste of sand, in 
which the Wormwood and other varieties of the Artemisia, 
the Cactus, and othjr vegetatioa pioper to similar- wastes of 
remote volcanic and diluvial origin, alone find nutriment. 
We have entered, in short, upon the North-western angle of 
the Great American Desert: and hence, within the 
Nevada range, to beyond the fi on tiers of Mexico, these vast 
" Sage Barrens " lie extended before the traveller.* Let us 
recede, however, from this uninviting field, and confine our 
view within the more attractive limits of our own favored 
Province. 

The third division of British Columbia, from Alexandria 
to the Mountains, varies materially from the other two. The 
agricultural region, properly so called, may be said to termi- 
nate in the vicinity of Alexandria; though there are many 
small spots beyond that point which may bo advantageously 
cultivated for culinary vegetables and the harder cereals. 
Generally speaking it is a wooded country, through which 
many open spots of excellent soil are interspersed, with large 
tracts of luxuriant pasture — especially in the direction of 
Eraser and Stuart Lakes, and in the Chilcotin country. From 
Fort George, however, up the main branch of the Fraser to 
TIte Jaune's Cache, none of these open places appear : and 
though many cultivable patches along the river banks might 
in parts be readily cleared, it is probable that the occurrence 
of summer night-frosts would prevent the growth of any save 
the hardier vegetables. Fraser Lake, however, and the 
neighbouring lake of Stuart, have been for many years the 
scene of agricultural operations on a small scale, at the Posts, 
formerly of the North-W est, and since the coalition of 1821, of 

♦The prevalence of the scented Artemisia ("Sage" of the 
American trappers) upon the Southern Branch of the Columbia 
River, led the early Spanish colonists of Califoraia to call it the 
Rio del Orcgano, or River of the Marjoram : hence the origin of 
the term Oregon since applied to the whole territory. 
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the IIudsoQ's Ba; Coinpanj. At tlic former plooo, cspeoially, 
these lUuited operatbus were iuvariably successful. Pota- 
toes, turnips, and other vegetabloe throve wonderfully. 
Barlej yielded invariably a heavy roturo ; and though wheat 
nos cultivated occasionally only, cd a very BTDall ecalo, and 
nilher experimentally than as a crop, it ripened well in favor- 
able positions. The pasture in these vicinities ia of the most 
luxuriant description, consisting of fine oatural grasses inter- 
mixed with a nutritious kind of wild pea, or vetch. Cattle 
and horses of course thrive well ; but the nooeBsilj of pro- 
viding fodder ogainsE the lengthened winter of these elevated 
parts, discourages their being raised beyond a limited extent. 
This upper region, however, is to be considered more 
eapceially as the mining district : and any partial cultivation 
thut may be attempted to meet an extended market i 
nexion with the mines, must he regarded only as sobstdiu 
to the mam supply, derived from a remoter source, 

We have deferred to notice the Lakes which are dtspeiq 
throughout the interior of the Province, and which c 
stitute one ol' its most charming characteristics — for BritH 
Columbia is eiuphatieally a Land of Lakes. It would 1 
vain attempt to describe the beauties of many of thi 
superb sheets of water: and impossible to enumerate evei 
tithe of their number. In the aggregate there are i 
hundreds, varying in dimensions from seventy i 
upwards in length, by four or five miles in breadth, to t 
mere mountain tarn of a few acres in extent. Aboundfl 
with fish, the water of these lakes is generally very pure. A 
some, however, where the outfall is deficient, there ii 
line taint, arising from the presence of the sulphate and ot| 
combinations of soda. Of this oondition Green Lake, situa^ 
between Alexandria and Thompson's River, is a notable 
ample. About thirty miles iu length, with a beautiful gtai 
shore, it has no outlet save very partially by uudergrod 
drainage in the direction uf the Bymtpartc, a tributary of« 
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Thompson. It is consequeDtly very strongly impregnated 
with the accumulated salt; its colour being at the same time 
a fine sea-green.* Oi the principal Lakes the following 
may be mentioned. On tributaries of the Eraser: Stuart's 
Lake and Lake Tatl^, Eraser's Lake, Lac des Erangais, Bear 
Lake, Quesnel and Caribou Lake, Lake Chilcotin, Lac a la 
Hache, Lakes Anderson and Seton, Harrison's Lake, Pitt 
Lake, near New Westminster ; the upper and lower Shew- 
ehwap Lakes on Thompson's River ; Horse Lake and Lac des 
Bochers on the North Branch. On the Columbia water-shed 
the great Okinagan Lake and the Osooyoos; the Arrow Lakes; 
the Great Lake of the Arcs-plattes on the Kootanais Branch. 
On the waters of Peace River, MoLeod's Lake &c. Close to 
8tiiart'8 Lake, and connected with it by a waggon road nine 
miles in length passing over a depression in the Coast-range, 
is N&t^-punkat, or Babine Lake, a sheet of water ol the first 
magnitude heading a branch of the River SkeenS : and on a 
tributary of the same stream flowing from the northward is 
Connolly's Lake; on both of which are posts of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. 

It will be enquired what facilities of communication exist 
by which the extremes of the vast tract of country composing 
the interior of British Columbia are connected. Putting 
aside the artificial roads that have of late years been con- 
structed, and to which reference will presently be made, it 
may be mentioned that from immemorial time a system of 
roads or rather trails, has existed throughout, which, originally 
traced by the natives lor mutual intercourse, served, imtil 
recently, for all the purposes of communication and transport. 



♦Captain R. M. Parsons of the Royal Engineers, in his report to 
Colonel Moody, of the 16th September, 1882, says of this and other 
similar Lakes *U did not examine the water of these Lakes, but 
they probably contain the same impurities as those met with when 
travelling with you near Okinngan, viz: Sulphur, Carbonic Acid, 
Soda (as Sulphate of Soda or Sulphide of Sodium and (^arbonntp 
of Soda) and common Salt, probably derived from decomposing 
trachyte in the soil." 
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These pack-trails — for tliey were nothing more — ha' 
been improTed, where necessary, so as to admit of the p 
of wheeled vehicles along the principal lines. In some partt' 
long tracts required no improvement and were at once avail- 
able fcr all the purposes of transport : and such natural roads, 
with interruptions more cr less frequent in parte, radiate 
throughout the valleys, afiording ready communication be- 
tween various points with pack-animab, and improvable with 
moderate outlay of labour into roads of a higher description. 

The artificial improvements wliich have become neceBsary 
eince the colonization of the CountiV, in order to give access 
from the Lower District to the interior, are of the most im- 
posing character ; and have involved an outlay whici), at the 
outset, bore hardly upon the resources of the Colony. The 
first road opened with this view, commenced in 1S58, and for 
some years affording the only available route of access, was 
from Douglas, at the head of steam-boat navigation en Harri- 
eon Lake, round by the Lakes Anderson and Seton, to Lillooett 
on the Fraser, some 40 miles above Lytton at the Forks of 
Thompson's Eiver, This road, however, though all-important 
for the time, and destined probably yet to become of renewed 
expediency, was after a while superseded by that which is now 
the main channel of communication. Commencing at Ys,\e, 
the head of steam-boat navigation on the Lower Fraser, this 
last -mentioned road is continued clear up to Barkerville, in 
the heart of the Caribou mining-region. Tl)e lower portion, 
crossing the Fraser at Kequeloose 13 miles above Tale by a 
suspension bridge, is conducted along the river through a most 
difficult country to Lyllon, Enormous engineering difficulties 
have been overcome in this great work, completed under the 
supervision of tlie Honorable Joseph W. Tmtch, the present 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province. A second bridge, upon 
piles, croaaea the ThompsDn some distance above Lytton, after 
which the difficulties were of minor importance. 

A third roulB, crossing directly over the Cascade Range in 
an Easterly dii-ection to the beautiful valley of the Similkameen 
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on the Colombia watershed, leaves the Fraser twelve miles 
below Yale, at the pleasant village of Hope. This, though not 
opened of breadth soflicient for wheeled-vehicles, is valuable 
as a short route of transport with pack-animals, in the direc- 
tion of Okinigan and the Eootanais mines. 

Since the discovery, two years ago, of the gold-diggings on 
the heads of Peace River, called now the '* Omineca " mines, 
another route has been opened from the northern coast. Leav- 
ing the village at Port Essington, to which I have before 
passingly alluded, the Skeen^ River is ascended by canoe to 
the Bear-river Fork ; thence by land-carriage and water by 
way of the Babine Lake and over a depression in the inter- 
vening Coast Range to Lake Tat-14 on the Stuart Branch of 
the Upper Fraser ; and thence across the ridge of the Peak 
Range to the head waters of the FincUay Branch of Peace 
River, where the gold-deposits are in process of development. 
This route has the advantage of shortness of land-transport, 
over the route to the same point by the way of Yale : but 
each appears to have its advocates, and the balance of their 
relative merits seems to be yet undecided. Leaving, however, 
the subject of internal conmiunication to be reverted to here- 
after, we proceed to notice some of the natural productions of 
the Province. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Natural Produotions — Timber, Trees, Ornamental 

Shrubs, &o. 

The forests of British Columbia are productive of an inex- 
haustible supply of timber of the most serviceable kind. Con- 
fining the description to very narrow limits the following 
varieties may be mentioned : — 
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Tim OaW, which i> not found en the mainlaDd,* grows 
mhniKhmtiy on the «oatlieni parts of Vancoorer Island, and 
thti iKtaii'Ia ii'iJBC^^t. It ie oT the Tarieiy Q. Garryana ; and, 
thfjugh nowwe e<fual to t)i« Britieh Oak, afibris a very tongb 
■nd wirvJRcaViIc timber. 

Thu Uwiglwi Pine or Fir (J. DmiglanH). Tlie naea of this 
tru(-, w}iich grown to a gigantic mze, are chiefly Tor the mana- 
factura ofilt^ln and acantling fur ]>uilding pnrpoees, and also, 
locully, for iitjij>-lmi]djng. It w peculiarly well adapted for 
KiHiitit mid n{)arH, Trom its size, Btruightneas, and tenacity. 
'i'liurii iit a largu and constantly increasing exportation of tliia 
timber, Iroin UritJHh Columbia, and the adjacent shores of 
Wunliitigloii Territory, in the tih:Lpe of Havm lumber and spars 
to voriouM PortH in China itnd the Pacific, and in Bpars and 
miiiitn of the largest Uimfnaions to Europe. The quality of the 
lumber procured in British Columbia, at Burrard's Inlet, a 
little north of the entrance of Fraser River, is esteemed of 
miporior quality, and commands, we beheve, an extra price in 
Sun Kruncisco. 

The Weymouth Pine (i'. *S(!-o!.u«;— the White Pine of 
ooniuiercu. Tliiw valuable tree ia common on the mountain- 
■lopoa tiutwcuii (lie Const and the Lower Eraser. It ia es- 
pvcinlly itbuniliint in the upjier part of Harrison's Kiver, where 
it itttiiiiiH Ui Ik lui*ge hIzo imd is of unsurpaasalile beauty. 

Thu Biiltuiiii I'iiie, yieliliiig the " Canada Balsam " of the 
dnijiRist : ii tree of vigorous growth and very ornamental, but 
(hit limluT III' link' value. 

'I'ho llinnloi-k Fir (A. t\nia,lc>isis). Common throughout 
iho Lower lliHtriet niid ttl'mg the Coast. Tlie biirk valuable 
li.>r bkiming; the wood vhIucK'ss for outside purposes, but uiKd 
Mimoiiiues fur indwr linisliing as a substitute lor better wood. 

• This rtfiiinrk. us • rule, is slritllj toireiit ; bat like all rnlei 
hA« III rxcpi'lion. A. (tv oaks orsniiill site tatty be disrovered — 
vr mliihl h«tv l)(cn diseofer«d 2il ^nara back— on ibe eastern bank 
or tli» Kh)>i>|! nl'iiiv \hIo. 1'liey <lid uot |ir»biiblv exceed & doten 
tti fliimbtfr , •nd. iiiilrsp thrv nirtv Unve been confidprniHT spaT»4 
R\T ihrit nrily. il it <|i"*<'c~""'''^ nbrlher nnv a<-tc reuiniii. 
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The Spmce Fir. Found in most looalitieM thronghoat the 
Provincei up to the limits of the Rocky Mountains. An easily 
wrought and useftil wood. (^A, Menzieni,) 

Pintii Bcmktioma, a variety of the common Scotch Fir^ is 
found in dry sandy woodlands throughout the interior of 
British Columbia, and up to the summit of the Rocky Moun- 
tain passes. A useful and durable wood. Found also on 
Vancouver Island ; but more rarely, and of smaller size. 

The Red Cedar (Thuja Occidentalism or Gigantea). A 
most useful tree, found throughout the Province, up to the 
heart of the Rocky Mountains, but especially abundant on the 
Sea-board and in the Lower District, where it attains to an 
enormous size. The wood of this tree is especially valued for 
its extreme durability ; and for this reason is now in demand 
in San Francisco for the purposes of the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road, for ties. Of this wood the natives make their beautifhl 
canoes ; the broad sheets of the bark they use frequently for 
roofing ; and its fibres are woven into blankets. 

The Cypress, or Yellow Cedar (Cuprcsms Th^/oideajj con- 
fined to the maritime precincts. The wood, of close texture and 
applicable to many useful purposes, is of very superior quality. 
The tree is not, probably, found south of 49^, and extends 
along the Coast into Alaska. The inner bark of this tree con- 
tains an essential oil, which communicates its odor, somewhat 
as of garlic, to the wood, the effect of which is to protect it, it 
is said, against the attacks of the Teredo. This quality of re- 
sistance, added to great durability, adapts it specially for sub- 
marine purposes, for which, imported from Alaska, it is now I 
believe highly valued in San Francidco. The cortical fibres, 
like those of the last-mentioned, are spun, and woven into 
blankets, but of a finer texture. 

A variety of Yew ( T, hrevifoUa) is found along the Coast, 
and on the Fraser as high as the head of the Yale Rapids. It 
is used by the natives for the manufacture of bows, and it is 
applicable to various useful purposes, but does not attain to 
the size of the English Yew. The Alder, useful for turning 
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and carving, is widely distributed, and in the Coast viciiuty 
attains to a great mze. The Plane-maple {Flatamit Acerifo- 
lia) ia abundant in the Lower District and Vancouver Island, 
and of very vigorous growth. A useflil and highly ornamental 
tree, yielding in early Sjiring a copious supply of sap, which, 
though less rich in saccharine matter than that of the Canadian 
Sugar-maple, gives a product not inferior in quali^. The 
Balaam Poplar, or Cotton-wood, and the Aspen, growing 
abundantly along the Lower Fraser, are very generaJly dis- 
tributed, nearly to the aiunmit of the Rocky Mountain passes. 
From the Balsam Poplar, which attains to very considerable 
dimensions, excellent canoes are excavated by the Indians of 
the interior, which have this advantage over those constructed 
of Cedar, that they do not split through exposure to the sun, 
and consequently do not demand the same assiduous care. 
But these periguaa are nowise comparable in form to the 
beautiful canoes of the Coast, formed of the more delicate 
material, and with a far higher degree of art. The Birch, 
which is the chief hard-wood of the interior, is comparatively 
rare in the Lower District and on Vancouver Island ; 
throughout the Upper Fraser, up to the verge of the I 
Mountains, it is common, and attains in parts to a very o 
siderable size. The bark of this tree was formerly employ 
at the interior posts for making canoes for transport; but boats 
were afterwards substituted. The natives do not employ it, 
however, for that purpose, like those of the easlem Continent. 
They construct their light liunting- canoes of single sh j 
stripped from the trunk of the Weymouth Pine, where o 
curable: elsewhere of the Spruce- 
Peculiar to a portion of the Central District is the Bed 
Pine {P. Pondcrosa^; a very beautifuJ tree, growing chiefly 
in gravelly opens, and attaining a large size. The timber ia 
good, cloBe-groined, and durable ; but, as its name indicates, 
comparatively heavy. It is found commonly as far north as 
the upper ford of the Bonaparte; but its nearest approach lo 
the Coast Range, westward, is the head of 
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A variety of the Larch (£. OcddentcdU) ia found at varioua 
points along the eastern portion of the Southern Boundary of 
the Province. It grows to a large size, chiefiy in cold moist 
bottoms; but, though a beautiftil tree, its timber does not 
share the character for durability ascribed to its Eastern con- 
gener. Some other varieties of Pine besides those that have 
been mentioned are found in the mountainous parts : but none 
of these being of marked utility it is needless to enimierate thepi. 

Of ornamental shrubs there is a considerable variety. Of 
these a few only will be mentioned. A species of the Arbutus 
(^. Lcmrtfolia)^ which by the way it is wrong to class as a 
f Arui; is fbund abundantly on the shores of Vancouver Island^ 
and elsewhere in the southern part of the Coast Division. It 
grows to a considerable size, sometimes being found with 
trunks eighteen inches or more in diameter. The Red-flower- 
ing Ourrant (22. Sa/ngmnea) grows abundantly in the samo 
localities. A species of the Juniper, attaining rather to the 
dignity of a tree, is likewise found in immediate proximity 
with the sea-shore. In the Oascado Bange, behind the village 
of Hope, a fine Rhododendron (JS. Ponticum f) ornaments the 
slopes in the neighbourhood of the height of land. The 
Syringa, or Mock-orange (Philadelphui Multiflora) sheds its 
fhigrance through the woods of Vancouver Island, and is com- 
mon on the mainland both east and west of the Cascade Range, 
and nearly to Thompson's River. A fine Spiraa, rather a 
lofty shrub, is ibund in the woodlands around Victoria and 
elsewhere, which, besides the elegance of its flowers, is noted 
for producing probably the toughest known wood for ramrods. 
The Holly-leaved Barberry (^Mahonia Aqui/olia) is very 
generally difilised; and m addition to the beauty of its flowers, 
has the merit of producing a fruit valuable for preserving. *** 
K|>on the summit of the Cascade Range, and elsewhere in cor- 
I'ctiponding posidons, are thick beds of the Menziena^ white 
and red. This plant, strongly resembling in appearance the 
Heath of Europe, has frequently been mistaken for it: but it 

* Tlio roott of tho Mahmiat yielding » rich jrollow dve, and produced In largo 
qnantltloN, will probably b« fbuud to navo a commercial value. 
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isy I believe, a well-established fact that no true Heath has 
yet been found indigenous to any part of America. 



Of edible fruits there are many kinds. Of these perhaps the 
most important is the Service-berry (Amdanchter Racemosaf 
or Canadentis T) ; a white-flowering shrub yielding a fruit of 
great utility. Abundantly produced, and easily gathered, this 
fruit is dried in the sun, and forms an important addition to 
the winter store of the natives, as well as of the European res- 
idents, by whom it is no less prized. This berry is very widely 
distributed between this and Manitoba; and along the Saskat- 
chewan the dried £iaiit enters largely into the composition of 
the finer kinds of Pemican. Though the shrub grows freely 
about Victoria the fruit produced is there of indifferent quality. 
Between Thompson's Biver and the Southern Boimdary, and 
especially along the valley of the Similkameen, it attains its 
highest d^ee of perfection. The Cluster or Choke-Cherry 
thrives in the same localities as the Service-berry, and is little 
less abundant. At first harsh and astringent to the palate, 
this fi*uit when fully matured is sweet and well-flavoured. 
The Sallal (Gualtheria ShalUm) is a well-flavoured fruit, 
borne in bunches by a low evergreen shrub, the undei^owth 
of woods in the Coast neighbourhood only. Several varieties 
of Vaccinium, or Whortle-berry, some confined to the Coast 
and its immediate confines, others very generally distributed, 
as high as the Rocky Mountains, are also found : besides the 
Baspberry of several kinds, including one identical in flavour 
and nowise inferior in quality to the cultivated varieties ; the 
wild Strawberry ; and the Cranberry ; all widely distributed, 
and the last an article of considerable export from the Lower 
Fraser to San Francisco, where the fruit is in great demand. 
One might extend, however, indefinitely this hasty enumera- 
tion ; but it is time to turn to other objects. Let it sufiice, 
then, to say, in conclusion, that here in British Columbia 
Nature has been profuse in her gifls; and that while providing 
Abundantly fbr the more solid wants of Man, fihe has not been 
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unmindftil of thoie minor luxuries which to all are grateiUl. 
The copioua feast prepared by her hand throughout the wilder- 
ness, and the varied beauties of the innumerable flowers that 
bedeck the plains, are but the earnest of those luxurious addi- 
tions to her bounty, which the taste and the industry of liAh 
have been introducing, and will continue to introduce. 



OHAPTEB V. 
Natural PoDUorioifB OoNTiifuxD — Pwh. 

As may be surmised fi'om the enormous coast-line, and thu 
great extent of the inland waters, the Fish of British Columbia 
enter largely into the consideration of her resources. Of all 
the varietiet' tVequenting the inland waters, however, the 
Salmon is the most important ; and, as it will require a longer 
notice than the rest, we reserve it for the last. The varieties 
of Trout, in the next place, demand attention ; and for want 
of more legitimate nomenclature, they will in most cases be 
distinguished by the native names, adopting those of the Td* 
cully of the Upper Fraser, to the writer the more familiar. 

The Peet is a red-fiesbed Trout, frequenting the larger 
lakes, such as Stuart*s and Fraser*s. It grows to a great size, 
frequently exceeding 20 lbs. in weight, and in some positions, 
I have been assured, weighing as much as forty, though I have 
never myself seen any nearly so large. They are usually 
caught with books, baited with a small fish, during the season 
of open water. In early spring the natives catch them by 
making boles in the ice and roofing them over with pine- 
UiUghs so as to exclude the sur&ce-light. In this way the 
fiiih, attracted by a lure, is readily detected and speared.* 

* This device, It may be noticed, Is merely a modlficstlon of the 
NorwegUa water-telescope ; and ibows bow readily Man, In ez» 
igenej, arrival through different processes at a common end. 
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Tho iShd-pai is another variety, equal in all reepocta to the 
lost ; but diifering m appearance, its akin being marked with 
Taint orange-colored Bpota, and the ilesh having a yellovitji 

The Peet-ydz, or Salmon-tront, resembling generally lie 
ordinary trout caught elaewhere. There are, however, Beveral 
varieties, diflering in size and quality, as well aa appearance, 
according to their habitat- 

The Talo-ydz (i. e. Little Salmon), ib a peculiar variety of 
Trout, of excellent quality, confined to cerutin lakes of the 
Upper District, and found, I think, In the Great OkinSgan 
Lake — a sheet of water abounding also in the larger species. 

In addition to the hook and apear, weira are employed to 
, capture the various deBoriptions of Trout as they enter the 
rivers from the lakes to apawn. The gill-net, too, set in favor- 
able positions, ta employed for the smaller varieties. The 
artificial fly and the spoon-bait, which the angler bent on aport 
would employ, -were of course unknown to the native fisher- 
men, whose devices I have mentioned. 

The White-fiah {Coregonvs Alba), by many esteemed the 
Prince of fresh-water fish, found generally throughout the 
northern continent, is common to moRt of the lakes in the 
upper part of Britieb Colimibia. It varies very much in aize, 
and no lesa in quaUty, in different localities : a variation aris- 
ing doubtless from the nature of their food. Thus the fish 
produced in Fraser Lake, though no larger, are in qnahty far 
superior to those of the neighbouring lake of Stuart ; ^ 
those of the small lake of Toka, in the depression of the C 
range between the latter lake and Babinc, are superior to 
Far excelhng these, again, are the fish caught ii 
near Jasper's House on the Athabasca, a little outside of the 
northern frontier of tlie Province. The White-fisli of British 
Columbia probably average from two to three pounds only^ 
elsewhere, in parts eastward of the Eocky Mountains, I 
an found much larger. 

The Loche (^Gallva Barlialula), called also 
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water Cod/' is found oommonly in the lakes and rivers. The 
liver, like that of the true Cod, is the sole, or chief, depos- 
itory of its fat. A fish on the whole of very little mark. 

The Pike or Jaok-fish, common on the East side of the 
Rocky Mountains, is not found in the British Columbia 
waters — and, I need not add, is not regretted. ' 

There are immense numbers of Carp of several varieties. 
These; when they enter the streams from the lakes to spawn, 
commencing in April, are caught by the natives with inge- 
nious weirs, and sun-dried in vast quantities. 

The Sturgeon of British Columbia {Acipenser transmonta' 
ntb8 of Bichardsoo) differs widely in all respects from the 
common Sturgeon of the Atlantic (A. Stun'o). This noble 
fish is common both to the Columbia and Fraser River; but 
does not by the former stream penetrate to the British Colum- 
bia frontier — interrupted, apparently, by the Kettle Fall at 
Colvilc, near to which point some have been known to reach. 
The fish appears in Fraser River in early Spring, following 
the shoals of a certain small fish, called by the natives 
Oold-han, as they resort to the lower parts to spawn. The 
Western Sturgeon attains an enormous size : in the upper 
parts of Fraser River, about Stuarts and Frascr'a Jjukes, 
having been caught weighing as much as seven or eight 
hundred pounds. These fish do not, there is reason to be- 
lieve, always return to the sea ; but, finding abundant food 
in the upper waters, continue to dwell and propagate there, 
frequenting chiefly the neighbourhood of the two lakes men- 
tioned, and probably other localities. Unlike the Salmon, 
which constantly deteriorate as they ascend, the Sturgeon con- 
versely improve ; and are invariably fatter when caught in 
the upper waters, than in the vicinity of the sea. On the 
Lower Fraser these fish are caught by the natives in a sin- 
gular but very efficacious manner. A canoe, manned by two 
persons, one of whom acts merely to keep the light vessel in 
position, is suffered to drift olong the deepest channel. The 
fisherman, seated in the bow, is armed with a jointed staflf 
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which may be lengthened at pleasure, and to the end of 
which a b:irbed harpoon attached to a cord is loosely afiized. 
With this he feels his way, keeping the point of his weapon 
constantly within a short distance of the bottom. The fish, 
slowly swimmin^r upwards, is detected by the touoh ; and, 
instantly struck, is afterwards readily secured. In ihe Upper 
Fraser the bait is chiefly employed ; but in the larger eddies 
strong nets are found very effective. At the effluence of 
Lakes Stuart and Fraser, near which the Hudson's Bay 
Company's posts are situated, long stake-nets are set daring 
Spring and Summer, by means of which a fish is oooasionally 
caught, the more highly prized for its comparatiye rarity: 
for while the Sturgeon grows to larger dimensions in these 
vicinities, it is very much rarer than in the lower parts of 
the river. 

The Salmon enterino; Fraser River are of several varieties, 
making their appearance successively at various periods from 
early Spring till the end of Summer. As a general rule it 
may be asserted that the earlier nhoals are the stronger and 
richer fish. For clearness sake I shall confine my remarks 
chiefly to two principal varieties, called by the lower Indians 
Saw-qudi and Surk-kdi, by the upper Indians Kase and 
Td'lo; by which latter names I shall distinguish them. The 
first, equal in size and quality to the large Salmon of Europe, 
enter the Fraser in May; the latter, a very much smaller 
and not so rich a fish^ arriving a month or so later. In the 
lower part of the river the natives secure them in large 
quantities by means of drifb-nets. Higher up scoop-nets are 
chiefly used, which are wrought from stages suspended from 
the rocks bordering on rapid currents; and above Alexandria 
the T^cully tribe construct ingenious weirs for their capture. 
The Kase^ entering the river as before noted in May, are 
caught at Alexandria in the beginning of July ; though a 
shoal, resorting to a small tributary called the Nasc6h, passes 
upward at an earlier date. The Td-loy arriving at Alexan- 
dria later, never reach the neighbourhood of Stuart's or 
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Fraser^s Lake before the first week in Angnst; preceded 
shortly by the Kase. 

To those cooversant with the habits of the Europeao 
Salmon it is superflaous to mention that each shoal as it 
ascends strives perseveringly and with nnerriog instinct to 
reach, for its spawning-ground, the spot where itself was 
generated. The course of the Ka%ey apart from the minor 
shoals which may diverge to their native tributaries by the 
way, may thus be indicated from the Forks of Thk-et-kh 
(Fort George), upwards. A division of the grand shoal here 
takes place; one detachment ascending the eastern, or T6te 
Jaune, Branch, the remainder ascending the western, or 
Stuart, Branch, as high as the point called the Forks of 
Ghinlac, 60 miles above Thle-et-leh. A further subdivision 
here takes place; one portion continuing to ascend the 
Stuart Branch, nearly to Stuart's Lake, which, however, they 
do not enter. The other detachment ascends the Fra^er Lake 
Branch, turning off short of that lake, and continuing its 
course up the large tributary there falling in, called the 
Nej^c6h, on which its spawning grounds are situated. 

The Td'lOf its van-guard reaching Thle-et-lch in company 
with the rear-guard of the Kase, do not enter the T6te Jaune 
Branch, but continue undeviatingly up to the Forks of 
Ghinlac before me&tioned, where a separation takes place. 
One detachment, continuing up the Stuart's Branch, passes 
through Stuart's Lake on its way towards Lake Tat-1& : the 
other following up the other branch does not, like the KasPf 
enter the NeJ^c6h, but passing on to Frosor Lake, continaes 
through it, and pursues its route by the tributary stream 
towards the Lac des Frangais, on the inner verge of the 
Coast Range, and opposite to the Southern heads of the Skeenft. 

This process, actuated by an infallible instinct, goes on 
undeviatingly from year to year : and though at times there 
inay occur, from inscrutable causes, a partial failure of the 
-supply, the periods vary but little, and the regularity of the 
system is never interrupted. 



28 



NATLHAL 1'llOlH.rCTlONS — flsn. 



1 



In the Appendix will be iuscrtod a brief notico of several 
olhur vurietius of ihe BulnioD resortiag to Fraset River, Bome 
of which, divurgiiig up the ThompsoD's Braucli and other 
tribubiriea, do Dot aecGod to the Upper Frascr : and I will 
now advort to a pocnliarit; in tlicir fate, which, strange la 
it may ajipuar, dimioguishca the majority from all other 
kuowD varieties ol thu geiiuB, There ecema to be no qaea- 
tion that the ahoalit rusortiog to the emallcr etreama debouch- 
ing upon the Coast return, ttlW performing their prooreativa 
fuoctiuns, to the eoa, as eUewbere. lodccd I am disposed 
to thiuk tliut those v/irietics which resort to the smaller tri- 
butaries of the Lower Fraser and the Columbia, probably 
fulfil their course in like manner But as regards the maiD 
body, rcsortiog to the diBtunt heud-watera of those great 
rivers, it may be iaoooteatably asaorlod that ilwi/ never return 
t'l the sea. At first incredalous of this asserted fact, subver- 
sive of all my preconceptions on the Eubjeot, it was only after 
the observation of years, under circumstaucca which scorn to 
preclude the possibility of error, that I was constrained to 
arrive at the same coDclusion. Without prolonging my notes 
by entering on the particulars of these observations, I may 
coufidcDtly repeat the assertioD that, the fuactton of spawn- 
ing over, the fish, still struggling upwards, die of ozhauation. 
Upon the main, or Eastern, hraocli of the I''ruacr, which as 
I have aaid ia Ircquentod only by the large variety or Kase, 
the strongest of those fish attain as high as Tete Jaune'a 
Cache, between 700 and 800 miles from the aca: there their 
further progress is arreeted by a steep fall. At the foot of 
this full, and elsewhere below, the stream swarms, in Sep- 
tember, with dead and dying fish. The once brilliant Sal- 
mon, DO longer recognisable save from its general form, may 
hero bo seen, tlie function of spawning completed, almost 
torpid from exhaustion ; its nose in many instances worn to 
the bone, its tail and fins in tatters, nay its very flesh in a 
state of half-animated decay, either holplesaly floating ii 
eddies, or with momentary exortioQ still struggling to a 
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In DO 0886 is the smallest disposition to descend perceptible: 
its course is still onwards, until, dying at last, it floats with 
myriads of others to be cast upon the beach, attracting to a 
hideous banquet a multitude of Bears and other carnivorous 
beasts from the adjacent mountains. In like manner perish 
the other shoals upon the head-waters of the several streams 
to which they resort.* 

I am not, however, to write a treatise on Natural History, 
but to conflne myself to such notes as may tend practically 
to a useful end. Nevertheless I may be pardoned if I have 
dwelt passingly upon a fact which, if for its singularity alone, 
is worthy of record. Before quitting this branch of the sub- 
ject, too, I may supply some memoranda which will convey 
an idea of the productiveness, in favorable years, of the 
salmon-fisheries on the Fraser. At the Post of Eraser's 
Lake, in 1686, 86,000 dried salmon were purchased and 
stored for use ; and at other Posts proportionate quantities 
were likewise secured out of the superabundant provision 
made by the natives. The year in question, it is true, was 
one of great abundance. At Fort Langley (some fifteen 
miles above New Westminster) large quantities were formerly 
salted every year by the II unison's Bay Company, as well for 
home consumption as for exportation. In some seasons be- 
tween two and three thousand barrels were thus provided ; 
the fish procured by barter from the natives. For some years 
past private fisheries have been established, where large quan- 
tities are annually cured : and recently an establishment for 
preserving the fish in cans for exportation has been started, 
which promises to be very successful. The chief markets 
are South America, the Sandwich Islands, and Australia. 

We may here mention cursorily that, while the salmon, of 
some particular variety, is common, perhaps, to every stream 
issuing along the Coast from the Coast-range of mountains, 

* On the Columbia the Salmon attain to the bead of the McGil- 
livray Fork, more than a thousand miles from the sea. There is 
there a small lake, which, before the winter sets in, is crowded, I 
have been assured, witli the dead and dying fish. 
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as well as^ to the many tributaries of the Fraser, it is not 
found upon the waters of British Columbia tributary to the 
Peace Biver, or indeed to any of the streams flowing east- 
ward from the Rocky-Mountain boundary of the ProTince. 
Thus Peace Biver, and its co-tributary to the great McKenzie, 
the Athabasca, as well as the Saskatchewan, are destitute of 
this valuable fish. With our knowledge of the habits of the 
genus it would be a facile undertaking to introduce the fish 
artificially into these rivers, by spawn taken from the western 
watershed : but it is questionable whether the extreme length 
of the two first-named streams, at least, in their course to the 
ocean, might not prove an insurmountable obstacle to their 
successful propagation. Nevertheless, it is possible that the 
attempt may at some future day be made. 

A very valuable fish entering Eraser Biver to spawn in 
early Spring, is the Thal&ichthys (or preferably Omienu) 
Eichardsonn — locally known as the Ooldrhan.^ It appears 
in immense shoab, and is caught either with the scoop-net, 
or, like the Herring on the sea-board, with the rake. This 
simple device is merely a long light pole, flattened in one 
direction so as to pass readily through the water, and with 
the edge set towards the lower extremity with a row of 
sharply-pointed teeth. The fisherman, entering the shoal, 
passes the implement repeatedly through the water, with a 
rapid stroke, each time transfixing several fish. Thus a copious 
supply is soon secured. The Ool^han is, in the estimation 
of most people, one of the most delicious products of the sea. 
Smaller than the Herring, it is of a far more delicate flavor; 
and so rich that, when dried, it is inflimmable.f This fish 

* I was long under the impression that this fish was a variety of 
Pilchard {Clupanodon Thrusa) peculiar to the Pacific; and am in- 
debted to Dr. Hobert Brown, of Edinburgh, formerly in command 
of the Vancouver Island Exploring Expedition, for the correction 
adopted above. 

f So much so, indeed, that, in Alaska, where it is likewise fonnd, 
it is I believe called the ** Candle-fish. '^ It is mentioned by Fran- 
cb^re, in his account of the Columbia River, under the name of 
Otitkelekane^ from which its present designation «8 modified ; and, 
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is not coDfined to Fraser Biver, but frequents likewise the 
Nassy a large stream issuing on the frontier between British 
Columbia and Alaska; another stream debouching into 
Gardner's Canal ; and probably other rivers along the 
Coast. Those caught at the mouth of the Nass are of a 
quality even richer than those of Fraser Biver. T!ie natives, 
who assemble there in great numbers in Spring to prosecute 
the fishery, besides drying them in large quantities, extract 
from the surplus a fine oil, which is highly prized by the m 
as a luxury, and forms a staple article of barter with the 
interior tribes. This oil, of a whitish colour, and approach- 
ing to the consistence of thin lard, is regarded by those of 
the Faculty who are acquainted with its properties, as equally 
efficacious with the Cod-liver Oil so commonly prescribed : 
and it is said to have the great advantage of being far more 
palatable. With the exception of a few scores of casks salted 
annually for local sale, and a quantity prepared like the Red- 
herring, this fish has not yet, I believe, been systematically 
cured, or become an article of exportation. There can be uo 
question, however, that, when more widely known and pro- 
perly prepared, it will be the object of much extraneous 
demand. 

As already remarked, all the larger streams along the 
Coast abound with Snlmon. The Skeenit, before mentioned, 
discharging at Port Essington, and the Bilwhool^, flowing 
into the North Bentinck Arm of Milbank Sound, may be 
specially noted; though equalled, doubtless, by many others. 
The minor streams swarm during the season with a small 
variety, known locally to the northward as the Squdg-gan ; 
inferior in richness to the larger fish, and therefore not so 

• 

from the circumstance of its being strung on cords by the natives 
to Ury, was called by the voyageurs Foisson a la Bratse, or Fathom- 
fi'h. They were formerly very abundant in Spring on the Lower 
Oolumbia ; bat suddenly, about the year lti35, they ceased to ap- 
pear, and thence-forward up at least to 1858, none frequented the 
river. I hare been informed, however, that they have since re- 
appeared, and that there is now a regular supply as formerly. 
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welt adapted fur Baiting, but nevorthclcss of excellent quality. 
I may here mcatioD as a pecaliar trait tbat the Salmou of 
this Coast — at least those asceDdiog the larger rivers such as 
the Columbia, the Frascr, and others — unlike their European 
congeners, do nut rise to the artificial flj. In the inlets 
around Vuueouver Islaad and elsewhere, while they remiun 
in the sea, and at all seasons of the year, they are readily 
caught by trolling. The natives employ generally a herring 
as the bait: but the spoon-bait is found by amateurs to be 
equally efficacious. It will be infLTred that the fish occupy 
continuously the narrow waters, adjacent probably to the en- 
trance of the streams of their nativity, until they finally re- 
enter the rivers to spawn : and, admitting; the apparently 
unquestionable fact that some varieties, at least, never return 
to the sea, tt follows as a eonacqucoce that the whole term 
of their existence, from the time when the fry descend the 
rivers until their final return to spawn, whatever the ioterral 
may be before they attain maturity, is passed in these re- 
treats. The quality of the winter fish, caught in these 
localities in their full perfection, is incomparably Sue. The 
size varies, apparently, in difi'erent positions. In the Saanich 
Arm, for instance, a little to the north of Victoria, the 
weight may vary from fifteen to thirty pounds or more : but 
it was mentioned about a month ago (iu March) ic the 
Biitith Colonist newspaper, that a fish caught with tbt bait 
in the outer harbour of Victoria bad been brought to market, 
the weight of which viua fifty-five pounds. Pish of this size 
are, however, com paruti rely rare. Repeated examination 
leads me to the oonclasion that the Herring is here the 
favourite food of the Salmon, It is the most saccessfVil.^ 
natural bait; and I have almost invariably found one, i 
frequently several, of these fish, in the stomachs of ordinal 
aiEcd Salmon ; but smelts, and occasionally prawns, are a 
found. It may be added that, while the Salmon refuses the 
fly or any other buit after entering the fresh water, the 
clusest exumiuution of the intestines of the ascending fi^ 
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does not, as far as my experience goes^ reveal upon what 
nutriment they then subsist. A mucous substance alone is 
discernible ; and it must be inferred that minute infasorxa^ 
the nature of which the microscope might probably detect^ 
is at this period their sole source of nourishment. 

But we have dwelt sufficiently on this theme, and must 
proceed to notice the other products in which these waters 
are notably prolific. And first of the Herring. This valu- 
able fish resorts in prodigious numbers, at the spawing season 
in early Spring, to the bays and inlets of the Gulf of Georgia, 
and elsewhere generally along the Coast. The method by 
which the natives capture them at this season, mentioned 
before while treating of the OoliUhan, suggests an idea of 
their scarcely conceivable numbers. In appearance they do 
not perceptibly diflfer from the European variety, though 
rather smaller. At the period in question the quality of 
these fish is inferior ; but when caught during their prime, 
with the net, on the banks which they permanently frequent, 
they are, to my conception, fully equal to their congeners of 
the Atlantic sea-board. This remark applies at least to some 
of the localities bordering on the Gulf of Georgia ; and I 
fancy is generally true. The spawn, attached to sea- weed, or 
to branches purposely sunk in the shallows for its reception, 
is gathered in large quantities by the natives, and dried for 
food. 

The Cod caught in the narrow waters are inferior to the 
Atlantic fish. There are, however, certain outlying banks 
upon which they are found abundantly, of a quality, it is said, 
approaching, if not fully equal to, the last. 

The Halibut attains upon this Coast a very high degree of 
perfection. On the outer shore of Queen Charlotte's Island, 
especially, it is found of a very large size ; frequently ex- 
ceeding 100 pounds in weight, and not unseldom, I am 
assured, of twice that size. Caught with the hook, these fish 
are dried in large quantities by the natives, especially of the 
more northerly parts of the Coast. 
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To ihant Dia; be aildcil the Smelt, the Rock-coil, the FloaO' 
(ler, Wliiliuj;. end a bust of others, with » hicb, In §ca0OD, the 
luarlceu urVJotorin are conatantly aupplietl — chiefly through 
Iho iaduatry nt Italiuo finheruicD, whu uppoar here to enjoy 
B prcBori|ilive monopuly of the trade. Oysters are very 
abiintlunt. Thusu drt-'d^od uour Victoria are of siuall size, 
but v^ll-flavoured : uorthwnnl, in the vicinity of Comox, a 
larffcr sample is procured. Of Cockles, Mussels, aud other 
shell-fish there is a copious supply. Ornba and Pruwns are 
not wanting) but there arc no Lobsters, save a email kind 
fouud ID fruab-watur streutulctit, Oil-producing fi:<li, such as 
tlio (irouud-shark and the Dog-fish, are common to the whole 
Coast: the latter so abuudant as to dive lucrative employ- 
ment to many fisbernion and afford a boundless resource 
prospectively to others. Of the Phocidte the Qair-aeal i| 
the luimt numerous; while the Fur-seal, the Sfia-Uoo, 
are found, chiefly on the outer shores. 

The Whnle-fishory haa of late attracted much attenti< 
and has been pruscaiit,cil with a certain degree of success 
though, from want of experience probably, leas than one 
might have been justified in expecting. On the outer Coast 
Wliules of the largest description are numerous ; which, by 
the native inhabitants, who combine in parties for the pur- 
pose, are harpooned and captured by an ingenious process 
which it is unnecessiry here to doacribe. In the inland 
waters of the archipelago a variety known as the Tlump- 
baeked Wbale is very numerous. These yield from 30 to 50 
barrels, or more, of oil ; and so far have been killed by the 
whaling-parties with the harpoon-gun and shell. Many 
wounded victims, however, through some mismanagement of 
detail, or perhapB unavoidably under the system, have thus 
escaped. The system, however, from its assumed wasteful- 
ness, is, I am informed, declared illegal by the general laws 
of the Dominion : in which ease it will of course bo inter- 
dicted, and give place to other schemoa, leas liable to objec- 
tion. On the whole the pursuit of the Whsle 
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TigoTously proseouted; with a competent knowledge of the 
boBineaS; will doubtless prove ere long a luoratiye and exten- 
sive branch of the Provincial industries. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Natural Pboduotions Continued. — Beasts or the 

Chase, Birds, &o. 

The Beasts of the Chase found in British Columbia are 
sufficiently varied, and in parts very numerous. Of the fur- 
bearing kinds the following list comprises the chief exports 
of the Hudson's Bay Company, and recently of private 
traders who have engaged in the business : — 

Bears, Brown, Black, and Grizzly; 

Beaver ; 

Badgers; 

Foxes, Silver, Cross, and Red ; 

Fishera ; 

Martens ; 

Minks; 

Lynxes, Orey and Spotted ; 

Musquash; 

Ottera, Sea and Land ; 

Panthers; 

Raccoons ; 

Wolves, Black and Orey of the large kind ; 

Wolves of the smaller kind, known as the Cajoid', 

Wolverines. 

The Black-tailed Deer is very numerous along the Coast, 
and on the islands from the Gulf of Georgia northwards, 
whera they attain to great perfection in due season. They 
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are also cominOD in the failly parts of tbc luterior, aa high, 
nearly, ns Thitset-lch (Fort George) ; abov which point they 
are rarely, if over, seen. Besides the gun, vorioas devices 
are cmpioyod by the nntivea to captuie them ; along the 
Const f'ret^uonlly by pit-tfllls, in the interior by the enare. 

The large North-western Stag (C. Siajihu») is very nu- 
merous in the hilly parte of Vanconvor Island, and upon the 
Coast of the Mainland as high as about Lnlitude 52°. Thii 
animal differs considernbly, both in sixe uDd appearance, b 
the Iled-deer of the Eastern slopes of the Rocky Mount* 
and though this difference may arise partly from the oal 
of ita habitat, it is probable that they are specifically diall 
They attiiin to an enormona size, approaching to thstfl 
well-grown ox ; and being unwary animala are easily s: 
This animal is locally ualled the "KIk;" of course t 
neously, it being a true stag in all its charaetcristica, 

The KeiD-deer ( V. Turamlue), the Caribou * of the Cana- 
dian voyageurs, inhabits all the mountainous regions deu] 
dent on the Eocky Mouutains and the Coast Range, Dord 
a certain point. In the interior this limit is about Iistil 
49°; in the Coast vicioRge about 51°; south of whieh p 
tions it is not found ; or, if bo, not far, and rarely. The 
species lound in these localities, distinguished by Richardson 
as the Rocky-mountain Hein-deer, differs materially from t] 
variety common to Hudson's Bay, known as the Rein-d 
of the Barren Lands, than which it is very much Isi 
The general characteristics of this animal arc so well kno4 
that description would be superfluous. Its susceptibility to 
the attacks of tho fly, especially of the large Gad-ffy called 
after it (Etiniis Tarqndi, and the partiality it esbibita to 
the odour of smoke, arising from its habit of resorting to the 

* It is trom Ihia uniical that tho faniDUs Cariboo minea receiTB 
their deaignalioa, from being; situsted in tbeir ancient resorts, 
CHllt>d \i; the Tb-cuIIj, HH-Utt-kaya, or ICeiu-deer region; and 
trnnslflted to the mioara in brolien French as the Oaribou-lunil. I 
biiTe seen this word written, with an afTectation of the Preach 
onliogrnphj, Caribauf; but it is probably not af French oiigia, but - 
derived fruni some one of the --•■- ^-' "• ■■ ■ 
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vioinity of casual fires in the woods as a protection against 
the attacks of its tormentors, are taken advantage of by the 
T^cully of the Upper Fraser, who, oven in the winter season, 
employ lighted brands of rotten wood to cover their approach 
to the herds while feeding.*** During the Summer season^ 
besides other devices, the natives commonly employ the 
snare for its capture. 

Of the three varieties of the Boar found in British Colum- 
bia, the Grizzly is the largest, and, as its distinctive designa- 
tion ( U, Ferox) implicH, by fur the most formidable to the 
hunter. It does not climb, like the others. The Black and 
Brown varieties, only, are I believe found in Vancouver 
Island. These are timid ; and, with the exception of the 
occasional seizure of a stray pig of the settler, comparatively 
harmless. Dogs and the gun are an efficacious mode of hunt- 
ing these animals : but the natives employ various devices 
to obtain them — the Coast Indians frequently the dead-fall 
trap, the Interior races the snare. 

The Panther or Couguar {F, Concohr of Lin.) of this 
Coast is an animal, formidable for its strength and rapacity^ 
but cowardly, save when wounded or at bay. Deer are its 
chief prey : but it occasionally commits a dcprodution on the 
settlor's stock. To encourage its destruction, a premium of 
ten dollars a head is offered by the Provincial Government. 
In the more settled districts these animals are becoming con- 
stantly more rare. They are found on Vancouver Island and 
along the Coast for some diHtance northward of 40® , but I 
have never known them to bo met with in the interior of the 
Mainland, within the limits of the Province. 

The Lynx (Loup-cervlcr, or Fichou of the voyageurs) is 
found of two varieties : one, the Spotted, being common to 

^ In tho groat mountiiin-platoau lying at tho hoadM of the Ohil- 
cotin Rivor, and oxtonding along tho Coast Rango, whore the Roln- 
deer aro espoclally numerous, tho hunters construct huts during 
the flv-soason, disguised outside with doad branches so as to ro« 
lomble the bead of a fallen troe. In those huts constant smoke is 
maintained ; lured by which tho door approach, and are shot from 
the ambush. 
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the aottthern parts; tbe aecond, the Grey, oonfioed, appa- 
rently, to the northern interior. The latter, by far the finer 
variety, appears poriodicnlly in vast numbers, Bimultaneonaly 
in British Columbia and in the regions east of the Rocky 
Mountains. These animala are caught usually with the 
snare ; and when numerous afford a very Incrative employ- 
ment to the hunter. They prey chiefly upon a variety of 
Hare (i. VarialHis, ho called from its changing its color 
in winter from grey to white) which also periodically abouoda 
throughout the interior. Increasing with marvellous rapid- 
ity, these last animals become for the time a very valuable 
source of subsiatenoe ; and wheo the supply of Salmon par- 
tially fails in tbe upper parts ot the Eraser, as it sometimes 
unaccountably does, the abundance of Hares supplies the 
deficiency. When, however, the two fail Biuaultaneoualy, the 
privation is, by the natives, severely felt. Reading not long 
since an extract from some work professing to give an ac- 
count of British Columbia, I noticed that a mysterious con- 
nexion is gravely asserted between tho occasional scaroily of 
the Salmon, and the periodical abundance of the Hare, as if 
they were in some way mutually dependent: but it seems 
needless to say that this extraordinary assertion is entirely 
fabulous. As regards the sudden disappearance of the Hare, 
af^er increasing to inconceivable numbers, I may add that it 
is caused by an eruptive epidemic, by which all are carried 
off save u scanty remnant through which tbe race is contin- 
ued and its numbers propagated anew. The Lynx disappears 
from a similar cause, generally tbe succeeding year; and the 
Marten, occupying the woodland tracts of the interior, is in 
like manner subject to periodical fluctuation of num] 
through a similar process. 

It would prolong unnecessarily this general account, 
the writer to dwell on the several devices employed to at 
the different fur-bearing animals that have been enumerated. 
Before leaving tbe subject, however, wo may notice divers 
other objects of tbe ohBso which some of th 
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Utility to the native inbabitantg, present at least attraotlons for 
the sportsman, if not important t > the ordinary Hettler. Among 
these the Mountain Goat is conspicuous, frequenting the pre- 
cipitous eminences ol the various mountain spurs, and cipe- 
oially numerous on the offsets of the Coast-range. Along the 
Coast the natives hunt it persiatently, aH well for its fleHh, 
which, of the female at least, is sufHcicntly |>alatable, ad for 
the hair and wool, of which thoy manufacture blankets with 
much- taste and ingenuity. Beneath the long hair of this 
animal, which is of a dull white, there is a thick coating of 
wool, in finencHS at least, if not in length, perliaps not inferior 
to that of the Cashmere Goat. 

The Mountain Sheep, or Big-horn, fVcquents the less pre- 
cipitous portions of the Rocky Moiutains, where thoy subHide 
into grassy slopes. It is found on various ridges radiating 
fVom the main range towards the centre of the Province. This 
animal, prized for the extreme delicacy of its flenh and the 
high condition to which it attains, is stalked as the herds 
descend to the lower grounds to feed — the aid of a teleMcope 
being of advantage to detect their whereabout. As in most 
positions they can be approached very clost^Iy, Ioohd shot is 
preferred by many hunters to the bullet, in the chuMe of these 
animals : and this because, when not killed outright, the pro- 
gress of the wounded animal is thereby sooner arrested. The 
wire-cartridge, however, is the most edicacious missile. 

The Moose-deer, numerous in the vicinity of the Rocky 
Mountains, is not found on the Coast, and docs not penetrate 
fiir into the central parts of British Columbia. A stray Moose 
is occasionally found as low down on the Fraser as Fort George; 
but very rarely. 

Along the verge of the Rocky Mountains the Wood-buffulo 
was once numerous, and is still found at the heads of the 
Mackenzie Fork of Fraser Uiver and elsewhere, probably in 
little dimmished numbers. From the heads of the Ti^to Juune 
Branch they had disappeared a good many years ago, and nu- 
merous relics attested the destruction to which tliu rncv hud 
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been subjected. That portion of the Country, however, has 
not of late years been so much frequented by the trappers aa 
formerly, and it is possible that fresh herds may have appeared 
there. The Wood-buffalo does not apparently differ, specifi- 
cally, from the Bison of the Plains ; but is said to attain gen- 
erally a larger size, probably because less migratory in ita 
habits, and enjoying scenes of pasture less frequently disturbed. 



The Birds of British Columbia are numerous in kind, and 
among them are many useful varieties which yield abimdant 
attraction, not only to the professed sportsman, bent only on 
amusement, but as a relaxation, at times, to the laborious 
colonist, who finds in them a resource both of luxury and 
cfbonomical utility. Among these the Ruffed Grouse ( T. Um- 
heUus) is commonly foimd throughout the Province, frequent- 
ing chiefly the neighbourhood of water-courses and the adjacent 
forests. The Blue, or Dusky, Grouse (^T, Obscurus), a larger 
variety firequenting the hilly tracts where Fir-trees abound, in 
Vancouver Mand and in the interior as high as the vicimty 
of Alexandria. The Spotted Grouse (^T. Canadensis), This 
variety is very common in the wooded tracts of the Mainland 
interior, up to the summits of the Rocky Mountain passes, and 
frequents preferably the dry tracts occupied by the Banks* 
Pine where the Uva Ursi and the dwarf Whortle^berry flour- 
ish. A bird of excessive simplicity ; the male being probably 
the most beautiful of the genus. The Sharp-tailed Grouse, 
or " Pheasant " ( T. PhasianelliLs) — the Prairie Chicken of the 
United States frontier. Unlike the other varieties, which are 
found chiefly in isolated coveys, these Grouse congregate in 
large packs, and are common to all the open valleys of the 
Central District, up to a point a little beyond Alexandria. 
They are in parts extremely abundant, and, frequenting the 
open coimtry, afford first-class shooting to the sportsman. 

The Cock of the Plains (71 Urophasianus of Wilson and 
Bonaparte). This noble bird, approaching a small Turkey in 
size, and known to the Americans as the " Sage-hen,*' is never 
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ibund except in the hot, sandy, barrens, among the Artemisia 
and the Cactus. I am therefore scarcely justified in classing 
it among the birds of British Columbia, saving that a stray 
covey may occasionally penetrate within the frontier, at the 
point on the Okindgan where, as before mentioned, the ex- 
treme North-west angle of the Great Desert partially intrudes. 
Lower down the Okinftgan they become extremely common ; 
and after the subsidence of the summer freshets congregate in 
numerous packs along the borders of the Columbia. This bird 
feeds chiefly on the tender shoots of the Artemisia, the succu- 
lent leaves of the Cactus, and other products of the desert 
regions it inhabits; and it has this marked peculiarity, that the 
gizzard is much less compressed and muscular than usual with 
gallinaceous birds, is very large, and in appearance perfectly 
resembles a paunch or maw. This peculiarity has not escaped 
the notice of Wilson and his fellow ornithologists. It has, 
however, in all other respects the characteristics of the true 
Grouse, and, like the rest of the genus, the legs and tars^ are 
thickly feathered. 

The Ptarmigan is foimd in all the mountainous tracts bor- 
dering on the Coast Range and the Rocky Mountains: proba- 
bly, too, in the mountain-ridges of Vancouver Island. On the 
Mainland I have killed it in winter on the elevated divide 
between the waters of Thompson's River and the Fraser, in 
the neighbourhood of the point known as Bridge Creek. In 
the summer, before moulting, the snow-white plumage of this 
beautiful bird becomes of a piebald hue. 

The Crested Quail, though not indigenous, is becoming very 
numerous in the settled districts of Vancouver Island. This 
bird, introduced originally from California, has thriven well, 
and promises soon to yield attractive game to the sportsman. 

Of Birds of Passage there is a great variety, including the 
Canada Goose, and several other varieties ; the Mallard, the 
Teal, the Widgeon, and other Ducks ; the Swan ; and a host 
of others. Of these birds, in the Spring on their way upward, 
and in the Autumn on their return from their breeding places, 
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there ore immense numbers in every favorable locality. 
becQQie very fat, and are a valuable resource during t 

eeaaoa. Tbe delta of the Fraaer 'm a noted wintering-gnmnd 
for these various fowl, where, over an area of great extent, 
they are found in vast flocks. The Passenger Pigeon reeorti 
to the Fnterior localities; on the Coast a different speciea 
Bembling the Stock-dove, ia found. It ia, however, i 
to exltind the list, which might be done almost indefi 
Of singing birds there are comparatively few v 
none equalling the songsters of the Old World. The Meadow 
Lark may be instanced as perhaps the finest : but though its 
notes are rich, they are not Eustained. Beauty of plumage 
however, is a frequent (characteristic; and promineut among 
tiiese is the Humming-bird, a variety of which ia found 
throughout the Province, as high even as Stuart's Late. 
There are several harmless varieties of Snake, but only one 
that is venomous — the Rattlesnake. This reptile, howei-er, 
is confined to the dry region between Thompson's River 
and the Southern Boundary. Bad aa its reputation is, the 
Rattlesnake is afler all an inoffensive creature, more sinned 
against than sinning. That its bite is very venomous, h 
ever, there can be no doubt ; but in all tlie writer'n experiHl 
which ia not a short one, he has never witnessed £ 
biting by this snake, even in parts soulli of tile line, where 
they are very u 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Climate, Agrioultuhe, &a. 

Before entering on the subject of the Climate of Br^ 
Columbia it is necessary to remind the reader of the folloi 
important fact : namely, that the icintcr (empfradir 
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tiona on the northern Padfio Ooast, as compared with others 
on the Atlantio sea-board, i$ equivalent to at least ten degrees 
of Latitude in favor of the former. Thus the isothermal line 
of the mean annual temperature of 60^ Fahrenheit, which 
leaves the Atlantic in about Latitude 41^, and, curving into 
Ruperts-land as high as the 60th parallel, is assumed to cross 
the Rocky Mountains in about Xatitude 49^, strikes the 
Pacific near Milbank Sound, in about Latitude 62^. This is 
of course an approximation, only, as regards intermediate 
points; but the extremes are marked too strongly to escape 
even the most casual notice We are not, however, to. enter 
into a disquisition as to the possible causes of this disparity : 
it is enough to know that it exists; and that, for instance, 
while the winter temperature of Quebec is proverbially severe, 
the corre^nding season at the mouth of the Columbia, in the 
same degree of Latitude, is as mild as that of the South of 
England. 

Upon the southern portion of Vancouver Island the climate, 
as a whole, may perhaps be compared" with the last : saving 
that there is a greater degree of summer heat, with less 
humidity. The maximum temperature in the shade near 
Victoria, in parts of July and August, ranges from 80® to 90® 
of Fahrenheit; and has on several occasions been remarked by 
the writer as high even as 96®, carefully noted on an excellent 
thermometer, by Dollond, placed in the shade, out of the in- 
fluence of reflected heat.* The mercury in winter sometimes 
descends as low as 10® — ^i. e. twenty-two degrees below the 
freezing-point of Fahrenheit — ^in seasons of extreme severity ; 
but this very rarely, and for a very brief period. Hence, 
though some winters may afford good skating aroimd Victoria, 
and this occasionally for several weeks together, more generally 

* For initance, at 3 p.m. at a positioa ia Saanich, ia 1870— 
Jane 6th, 79® July 6th, 94° 

7th, 870 7th, 920 

8tb, 860 8^1^^ 330 

July 8rd, 90o 9th, 860 

4th, 930 Aug. 2nd to 8th, 840 to 96® on 8tb 

5tb, 940 9th, 930 
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the ice will last only for a few days, or not become soffidentlf 
strong to bear. 

At New Westminster on the Mainland, as elsewhere on the 
Lower Fraser, there is a greater degree of humidity through- 
out the year, and the temperature, if more equably warm in 
summer, does not probably attain to the same extreme of heat. 
In winter, on the other hand, the lowest extreme, as might be 
inferred from its inland position, is comparatively more severe. 

In the Upper Country the climate is dry, and continuously 
hot in summer ; especially from the vicinity of Thompson's 
River towards the southern frontier, east of the Cascade 
Range. The same characteristics, however, apply in a some- 
what less degree to the portion lying northward, towards 
Alexandria. Approaching the Okin&gan, on the southern 
frontier, the summer temperature is almost tropical in its 
character. The winter cold, on the other hand, is compara- 
tively sharp ; but there is nothing approaching the contina- 
ous severity experienced on the eastern slopes of the Rocky 
Mountains. Little snow falls on the general surface ; and 
in many parts it is almost entirely absent for any lengthened 
period. 

In the Upper District, beyond Alexandria, notwithstand- 
ing the elevation above the sea, the climate is warm in sum- 
mer : in the higher localities, subject to occasional night- 
frosts. But as a general rule these do not affect the lower 
levels,, where modifying influences exist. In winter, a 
moderate degree of cold prevails; alternated occasionally 
with severe intervals produced by winds from the northward 
and eastward mountains. Thus the thermometer will, during 
such intervals, sink to 15° or 20° below z^ro of Fahrenheit, 
and sometimes even to the freezing point of mercury. But 
such degree of cold is exceptional, and rarely lasts more than 
three or four days at a time, when a genial change ensues. 

This, briefly, comprises the main features of the climate of 
the Province in its several divisions. For such as may desire 
to consult more accurate data, some meteorological tables 
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will be Inserted io the Appendix : meanwhile, in oonnezion 
with the general subjeet, I subjoin brief extracts from the 
published reports of Officers of the Royal Engineers. 

Speaking of Fort Alexandria, Lieut. H. S. Palmer says : 
<< At 11 A.M. on the 16th August (1862) the temperature of 
** the air in the shade being 70^ 6 Fahrenheit, that of the 
'< Fraser was 68^ Fahrenheit ; and at 10 a.m. on the 29th 
(« of September, the temperatures of air and water were re- 
<<spectively 68^ and 46^' Fahrenheit/' 

With reference to points in the vicinity of Alexandria he 
says : '' The altitude of this district is frequently quoted as 
<< rendering it unsuitable to agriculture, but the highly satis- 
'' fkctory results obtained at Williams Lake and Beaver Lake, 
'' two of the most advanced farms in the Colony, where, at 
<tan elevation of 2,100 and 2,200 feet, varieties of grain and 
** vegetables are yearly raised in groat perfection and abun- 
*' dance, indicate the fertility of the soil, and the absence of 
''influences materially discouraging to agriculture. There 
''are, in the section of country under discussion, large tracts 
" of unoccupied land, whore the soil rivals that of the farms 
'* above-mentioned, and where much of the ground is literally 
« fit for the plough."* 

Of the portion lying between Alexandria and Thompson's 
River, Captain Parsons writes : '^ Bridge-Creek flows into a 
" large stream which is said to bo a tributary of Ilorso-fly 
'^ Creek. Troughton's boiling-point thermometer showed a 
" temperature at the level of the house of 200® on the 
"29th August, and of 206'' 40 on 81st August, indicating 
"altitudes of about 8,119 and 8,054 foot respectively, or a 
" mean of 8,086 feet above the level of the sea; nevertheless 
" the temperature of the air in the shade at 8 a.m. of the 
" 29th was 67®, and of the water of the Creek 64®. On the 
<* 8lHt, at 7 P.M. the air was 60® 76, and on the 1st Septem- 



* Reports of Liout. H. Hpencer Palmer, 11. K., to Colonel U. 0. 
Moody, R. K., Chief Oonimi»itioner of Landi and Worki iu Britiih 
Columbia, 34tb November, 1862, and 2 lit February, ised. 
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" bar, at 7 A.M., it was 48° of Fshrenheit. ******* Lake La 
" Ilaohe ia about 2,488 feet aboTe the sea. The temperatme 
" of the nir at 5 a.m. on the SOth Augost naa 42° 5, and at 
" 7.30 A.M. 54°, at which time the temperature of the water 
" Id the lake was 64°. On the same day the thermometer 
" (not blackened) shewed 80" at noon in the gnn. ***•**••* 
" From the foregoing description you will see the great alti- 
" tude of even the valleys between Lake La Haohe and the 
" Piwillon, while the casual thermometer- readings mentioned 
" will serve to indicate the tempcratorea during the laoiith 
*' of Augnat and the first half of September. The whole 
" period was exoeseively hot in the day time, with a pleoBsnt 
" mildness at night. There was no frost except at t^e head 
" of the Great Chasm on the occasion mentioned, but it 
" seems reasonable to suppose that about a month later night- 
" frosts would he found to prevail.*****'* Heavy dews were 
" prevalent, but it seems probable, both from report and the 
"appearance of the water-courses, that very little rain &lls 
" in this part of the country. Curing sis weeks, from the 
■" commencement of August, there were only two days on 
^' which rain fell, and then it was accompanied by heavy 
"thunder and lightniDg."* 

Enough, however, baa probably been aaid on this subject; 
«nd a brief review of the agricultural producte of the various 
■sections will serve equally to illustrate the capacity both of 
the climate and the soil to second the industry of the agri- 
culturist. 

In the settled portions of Vancouver Island all the com- 
mon cereals are produced abundantly. Wheat yields ordi- 
narily from 30 to 40 bushels per acre; Oata"}" produce fre- 
quently as high aa 60 bushels, Indian Com, though not 
largely cultivated, and perhaps not an economical crop for 
this locality, ripens freely by the end of September. Pots- 

) Colonel Uoodj, 
t See Appanto Q. 
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toet| ianiipf I and all the usual varieties of culinary vegeta- 
bias, grow to a great size. The climate seems to be speoiallj 
well adapted for the growth of Hops. These are cultivated 
•nffioiently to meet the local demand; the surplus, if any, 
being exported to San Francisco, where their superior quality 
secures for them a ready sale.* The average yield is from 
1,200 lbs. in ordinary years, to 2,000 lbs. per acre in favor- 
able seasons. On the peninsula near Victoria, and I pre- 
aume in other choice localities, the Musk-melon and the 
Water-melon attain perfect maturity in the open air, without 
artificial aid; the Tomato and the Capsicum yield copiously; 
the Peach ripens its fruit as a standard ; and the Grape (of 
the Isabella variety) produces abundantly and comes 
to flill maturity in a favorable exposure. Orchard Aruits, 
exclusive of the Peach which is not generally planted, are 
cultivated abundantly throughout the settlements, and with 
marked success. 

On the Lower Fraser the climate is adapted generally for 
the same productions, and most of those enumerated are cul- 
tivated there. 

About Thompson's Biver the continuous summer heat ia 
specially favorable for the production of such fruits as the 
Melon. Indian Corn would probably be profitable as a gen- 
eral crop. Wheat and other cereals, with all kinds of culi- 
nary vegetables, flourish. In parts^ where the nature of the 
locality demands it, irrigation is resorted to with, as may be 
supposed, the most successful results. Approaching the 
Southern frontier, upon the Okinftgan, the Orape, were it 
desirable, might be largely cultivated, and, I do not hesitate 
to say, with success. I have already noticed the proximity 
of this portion of the Province to the Great Desert, the in- 
tense heats ft'om which extend an influence far around. 

At Alexandria, long before the general settlement of the 
Province, Wheat was cultivated on a limited scale.f From 

* See Appendix BR. 

t Wheat wfti also raised for some years in considerable qaanti* 
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1843 to 184S, between 400 and &00 buabels nere rused an- 
nually at the Hudson's Bay Company's Post, and converted 
into flour by means of a mill, witb stones eighteen inches in 

diameter, wrought by Iiorscs. As much as forty bnahels b> 
the acre, by careful mcasuremeot, and of the finest quality, 
vere raised on portions of the land cultivated during the ia- 
terval mentioned. Of late years large quantities are annually 
raised in the same neighbourhood, as well as elsewhere ia 
the Central District; and it is needless to add with the ad- 
vantage of very different appliances for its subsequent man- 
ufacture. 

As before casually remarked, the country from Alexandria 
upwards is to be regarded rather in the light of a huntiog 
and luining region than as adapted for agricultural settle- 
ment. Nevertheless, as high as Fraser's Lake, Barley yields 
abundantly; and the Potatoe, with of coorso other culinury 
vegetables, cornea to great perfection.* There are large 
tracts of the most nutritious pasture throughout. 

Before quitting this important subject, however, I jndge 
it well to pursue it a little further than I had at first intend- 
ed. And first, preferring to quote, where possible, an inde- 
pendent authority, I avail myself of the following excellent 
remarks which I find published in the British Coloni»i news- 
paper, from the journal of Mr. James Richardson, conduct- 
ing the Geologicat Survey of the Province for the Dominion 
Government : — 

"The vegetable soil which has been mentioned seems 
" to be of a very productive character, and whether in the 
" forest, the field, or the garden, appears, combined with the 
" favorable climate, to yield large returns. In the Comos 
" district, about 140 miles from Victoria, as already stated, 

ties Bt Fort Qeorge ; but owing ta tlie occceioaal occurrence of 
night-frosts, with varjiog- succeaa. 

*■ In 1339 the return, nl FroBcr'a Lake, from IB bushels of cut 
aerd, exceeded lOD bushels of Potatoes, of the Ladies' Finger tb- 
Tiety. Manure, it sbuuld bo added, was employed, anl ttie aaaHl 
was very favourable. 
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** the ioil U spread oyer a very considerable area of prairie 
'^ oottotryi oommonly designated an opening, extending fVom 
^' the Ooast up the different branches of the Courtenay River 
'' for seven or eight miles. The surface of this district, which 
'< is naturally free from timber, with the exception of single 
^^ trees and stumps, chiefly of Oaks ( Quercui Oarryana) and 
^'strips of Alders (Alnm Oregona) in the bottoms, may be 
^^ some twelve square miles, the scenery of which is pictur- 
'< esque and parklike. Its margin is very irregular in shape, 
*' and it is surrounded by a growth of very heavy timber, 
^< among which are the Douglas Pine (Aim Dougla$i%) often 
'^ attaining ten feet in diameter and 200 foot in height, half 
<< of which is free from brunches, and the Cedar ( Thuja 
*' Oiffcmtea), often equally large. The open country in its 
<< natural state is mostly covered with a growth of ferns, 
'^ which sometimes attain a height of ten feet, with stems 
'^ three-quarters of an inch in diameter, and roots descending 
'< to a depth of three feet. These roots the native Indians 
*^ prepare in some peculiar way for winter food, and excavate 
^' deep trenches to obtain them. The farmers are under the 
<< Dooessity of grubbing up the fern roots before the ground 
^' is ready for use, and they are often voluntarily assisted by 
<' their pigs in this operation ; these animals, it is said, 
'< relishing the fern root as food. I was informed by Mr. 
^* John Bobb and Mr. John MoFarlan, two partnership set- 
** tiers of the district, that the average yield of land, after it 
'^ is cleared and thoroughly under cultivation, is, of Wheat, 
'^ from 80 to 86 bushels per acre ; Barley, 40 to 45 bushels ; 
<< Oats, 60 to 60; Pease, 40 to 45 ; Potatoes, 150 to 200; 
<< Turnips, 20 to 26 tons. Some of the Turnips exhibited by 
^* Mr. Bobb at the agricultural show are said to have been 
^* remarkably heavy ; but those of the Swedish and yellow 
'^ varieties, seen by me, I consider rather small. The season, 
^' however, was said to be an unuHually dry one. The yield 
*^ of Timothy hay is said to be about two tons per acre. 
'< Clover thrives well, and rye grsHS is vuluod for its after crop. 
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"The yield of bnlter per cow, after calf feeding, ia aljont 
•' 150 Iba. annnalty, the ordinary Belling price being 40 oenta 
" per poand. Cattle generally reqnire to be home- fed from 
" the begianing of December to the middle of April. Snow 
" seldom lies long. Heavy falls sometimes occar; bat gen- 
" erally disappear 'm a few days. Once or twice snow has 
" remained on the ground for two months. Apples, pears, 
" ploms, oherriea, white and red raspberries, red, white, and 
" black cuTFunts, and most kinds of fruit, thrive remarkably 
"welh Some apples, of which I obtained samples, measoied 
"thirteen inches in circumference and weighed nine- 
" teen ouocea. They were high-flavoured and well-adapted 
"for eating and cooking. Of the pears many measured 
"eleven inches in circumfeience, and were high-flavoured 
"and juicy. 

" At Gabriola, prairie land, or openings, such as those 
" already described at Comox, occur. More of them are met 
" with on Saltspring Island, but in neither place of the same 
" extant as at Comox. Mr. Griffith, one of the settlers at 
" Saltspring, informed me that the fall wheat thrives well 
" there, and yields from 35 to 40 bushels per acre. Of other 
" grains the yield seems to be about the same as at Comox. 
" In Mr. Griffith's garden there was a large plot of common 
"winter cabbage, the solid heads of most of which measured 
I '' from three to four feet in circumference. Red cabbage and 
" cauliflowers were equally large and sound. Carrots and 
"parsnips were large, as well as onions j and there was 
" abundance of tomatoes, and several varieties of gooseber- 
" ries, which did not seem to thrive so well at Comox. 
" Mr. Griffith informs me that at Saltspring the bushes give 
" in quantity and quality a crop equal with the beat English. 
" The crops of all the varieties of currants and raspberries ia 
" quantity and quality vied with those of Comox. 

" Mr. Griffith's orchard occupies about two acres, and haa 
" been set out only three or four years. I saw diflerent va- 
'■rieties of apple pear, peach, plum, and cherry trees, & 
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^' the proprietor informed me that all kinds bore fruit last 
'^ year. The apples are excellent in qoality, and the pears, 
<< though not large, were equal in flavour and juicjness to 
'^ any I have ever tasted. 

'^ Mr. Griffith has about 800 barn-door fowls, which are 
'^ fed on the grain of the farm, and enable him to supply a 
^' great abundance of eggs to the Victoria and Nanaimo 
'^ markets, where they sell from 25 to 40 cents per dozen. 

'^ At Fulford Harbour, Mr. Theodore Frago shewed me a 
'' pumpkin which measured 82 , inches in length, with a 
^ diameter of 15 inches at the small end and 22 inches at 
** the other; and he informed me that larger ones had been 
'' used before my arrivaL The settlements of North and 
'^ South Saanich, as well as of other districts near and around 
'* Victoria, show a good deal of prairie Und, "oak openings,'' 
'< as they are called in that part of the country, from the 
*^ greater abundance of trees of this species than elsewhere. In 
« these oak openings many beautiful farms are met with, the 
^ soil and aspect of them resembling those of Comoz. In ad- 
^' dition to the grain, fruit, and vegetables enumerated else* 
'^ where, the hop vine has been introduced in North Saanich, 
'^ and in the neighbourhood of Victoria. In the former place, 
*^ Mr. Isaac Cloake and Mr. Henry Wain, with some others, 
^' have each a hop orchard, as it is there termed, of several 
'^ acres in extent. Mr. Cloake, who spent nine years amongst 
'^ the hop fields of Kent, England, informs me that his hops 
^' are quite equal, if not superior, to the English, which, ao- 
^' cording to him, was tantamount to saying that they were 
" the best on the face of the earth; and Mr. Wain, who like- 
"wise had practical experience, stated that in regard to 
'' aroma they were equal to the best he knew. They are of 
" the variety known as the grape hop. It was introduced 
" from California, and is said to have greatly improved in 
" British Columbia. 

<< The yield of hops is here from 1,000 lbs. to 1,700 lbs. 
" to the acre, and it brings in the Victoria market from 22 






" to 60 coots per pound. When Itailvny oommnnicatJOQ u 

" estalllsbed, t article may bcoome ooe of trade between 
" Ibe two Provinces, for if I am rigbtly informed, the hops 
"imported from England arc euperior to any ndsed in 
" Can...1a. 

" Other BettlementB <if a simihr chnraoter to those 
"aoribed are i-sLablishcd between Saauich and Nam 
" which I had no opportun'!^ ol' visiting. Near and ar( 
" settlements possea)4ing farms such as mentioned, in many 
"places rooky hilla rise up to heights of 1,000, 2,000, and 
"even 3,000 feot and more, the surface of which is io some 
" parts craggy, bat in others they present patches witb a thin 
"soil, covered with a firm short biuioh-grasa, on which sheep 
" and cattle thrive well : for such of them as I saw were in 
" good oondition. Iha temperature is cooler io such places 
" than in the lower ..u-^ more level country, and during the 
"heata of sommer they afford excellent pasturage, which 
"will much assist the imduetry of agrieultnrista. Along the 
'' coasta and in the interior of Vsnconver Island, as well as 
" on those of the archipelago surrounding it, many localities 
"for farms, similar to those which have been here described, 
f' will be discovered, and hereafter become the homes of 

[ " thouiiiLinda of a hardy and industrions people." 

With reference to the judicious remarks nbove quoted, I 

I may observe that the winter-feeding of cattle referred to by 
'. Kichardson does not imply the necessity of continuous 
»tall-/eeding, which of coTirse with large herds, such as some 
poaaess, would be an impossibility. The under-growth of the 
adjacent fortata afforda, even during the aevereat season, co- 
pious and nutritious browsing. A supply of fodder at night, 
with the abi;lter of commodious sheds, serves to maiatMU the 
majority of the cattle in condition ; while the milch-kiae and 
younger stock receive such additional care as they may re- 
quire. By this winter- ten dance a two-fold advantage, beyond 
the mere welfare of the herds, is obtained : the straw and 
other offal of the farm are converted into manure for the foture 
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enricliment of the soil, and the cattle, knowing their homes, 
continue in all respects more tractable. The fern alluded to 
is characteristic of most of the open parts of Vancouver Island, 
and a portion of the Lower Fraser. The highest point at 
which it appears on the Mainland is at Spuzzum, a few miles 
above Yale. The whole of the Central District is free from it. 
Though rather troublesome to eradicate entirely, it presents 
no serious impediment to the cultivation of the soil. By mow- 
ing in early summer— affording, if stored, an excellent litter 
for cattle — ^its subsequent vigour is immediately checked. A 
deep ploughing and cross-ploughing with a strong team pre- 
pares the soil for a first crop of pease or oats ; but it takes 
some years of cultivation before the last vestiges disappear. Swe- 
dish turnips, I may add, are generally cultivated, and in most 
parts attain to an enormous size ; though, as mentioned by 
Mr. Richardson, at times subject to partial failure, either from 
the attacks of the fiy, or long continued drought. 

The comparatively humid climate of the Lower Fraser, 
adapts the vicinity specially for the successful culture of g^een 
crops. With this advantage, operating on a soil of teeming 
fertility, enormous products are obtained. The dairy-yield, 
promoted by the copious and succulent natural herbage that 
abounds, is very g^eat. At the mouth of the Fraser is an ex- 
tensive delta, of which the soil, many feet in depth of pure 
alluvium, is productive in an extraordinary degree. For in- 
stance, a few years ago, the newspapers took notice of a cauli- 
flower, raised in this locality and brought over by one of the 
residents of Victoria, the weight of which I am almost afraid 
to repeat. It was given, if my memory be correct, at twenty - 
eight pounds ; and certainly, whatever its exact weight may 
have been, excited in Victoria general attention as a vegetable 
curiosity. Portions, only, on the borders of this exuberant tract 
have hitherto been pre-empted ; and before the whole can be 
rendered available for occupation a system of dyking must be 
resorted to, to exclude the overflow of the summer freshets. 
This process, I am informed, has already been entered upon, 
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on a small ac&le, by indiridual w^ttJerB: but a By&tematio p 
secucioD of the work, wherebj a wide espauie maj a 
redeemed, is obviouMl/ aeceasary ia an economic point of ri 
In a speech at a public dinner recently given at New Wed 
minater, I noiioe that the Premier of the Proviooe allttd 
specially to this important undertaking as having eogi^ed the 
attention ot the local Government. But there are obstacles (o 
its immediate prosecutioa. By reference to the Terms of 
Confederation in the Appendix it will be perceived that, 
in connexion with tlie undetermined hne of the projected 
Railway from Canada, it ia providyd tliat, for two yeara from 
the date of union (July 1871) "the Guvernmeat of British 
" Columbia shall not sell or alienate any I'urther portions of 
" the Public Lands of British Columbia in any other way than 
" under right of pre-emption, requiring actual reaidence of the 
" pre-emptor on the land claimed by him." Hcuce, until July 
1873, the Government is restrained from active n 
this regard, either aa a public work, or by charter to a 
company who might be induced to undertake it. I a 
prepared to slate, even approximately, what amount of valai 
ble land might thus be made available, as no actual i 
have been made ; but it ma^ be safely set down at i 
thousands of acres, bordering on navigation, and with pro 
salmon-haheries immediately adjacent. 

With regard to the agriculture of the Central District there 
is perhaps little to add to what I have already stated. In con- 
nexion with the Upper District, however, I may make eome 
remarks, appEcable to it in common with other elevated por- 
tions of the vast Territory over which the Dominion Federa- 
tion now extends. I have mentioned, aa a drawback, in parts, 
the occurrence of summer night-frosts, rendering precarious 
the cultivation of the less hardy cereals, and vegetables of the 
more tender growth. In qualification of this remark I may 
now state, that by a choice of position this evil may be greatly 
obviated. It will be found that in many localities the low 
bottoms, too frequently selected for their apparently superior— 
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fertility^ are subject to these frosts, while the slopes which 
border them are entirely exempt. For this condition, without 
wishing to philosophize, a satisiTactoiy reason may, I think, be 
given. The cold air, occasioned probably through rapid 
evaporation suddenly checked at night-fall, with its suspended 
vapour, descends to the lowest level, displacing the warmer 
and lighter superficial air below, which in turn ascends the 
acclivity. I do not question that a due regard to this natural 
law would, in many parts where summer frosts are found to 
prevail, save the farmer from frequent disappointment. The 
fertile bottoms, meanwhile, specially &vorable for certain 
classes of vegetation, should be reserved for these: such as the 
turnip and other crops that are virtually frost-proof.* 



The capacities for pasturage of the Central District are very 
extensive, and of a character unsurpassed, perhaps, in any part 
of the world. While the valleys, as shown, are fertile for the 
production of all the cereals and other produce in ordinary 
cultivation, the hills which bound them, extending on all sides 
in endless continuity, sparsely dotted with wood in parts, are 
covered with herbage of the most nutritious description. 
Along Thompson's River, and throughout the Southern por- 

♦ NoTi P. S. — Visiting the Hudson's Bay Oompanj's post at 
Edmonton, on the Saskatchewan, at several times between the 
years 1832 and 1842, I heard constant complaints that the wheat 
crops cultivated there were subject to blight from the cause refer- 
red to in the text. Subsequently, in 1849, when in command at 
Fort Golvile on the Columbia, Mr. Rowand, the Chief Factor at 
Edmonton, wrote to me again complaining, and asking for a sup- 
ply of seed-wheat to replace his own degenerated produce. I ac- 
cordingly sent a few bushels across the Rocky Mountains by the 
Autumn Express ; and at the same time mentioned the result of 
my own then recent experience at Alexandria. Whether owing to 
this suggestion or not, I am not prepared to say, but a change in 
the system of culture was subsequently adopted ; for Dr. Rae, to 
whom I mentioned the subject in Victoria in 1864, partly doubtful 
of the adaptability of the Upper Saskatchewan for wheat-raising, 
assured me that, on his recent passage across the Continent, he 
had witnessed, both at Edmonton and Lake St. Anne in the imme- 
diate vicinity, crops of the finest wheat, while flour of excellent 
quality uras manufiEMitured yearly. 



'I 



Sfl CLIMATX, AUmOULTUBE, kc. 

tiooa, ihere is a Hpeciea of grass, called by the VoyageuTB Foin 
Sond, by the EDglish setUera Buncb-graaa, which is specially 
noted for its valuable qualities.* The whole tract is well 
watered — in the intervals between the hills by frequent stream- 
lets, in the level depressions by small lakes : while the groves 
and scattered trees afibrd a grateful shade by day, at sight h 
shelter, Under this conjunction of favorable circumstances it 
is not surprising that the herds of cattle, roaming at large in 
the natural pastures, attain a condition approaching to that of 
stall-fed Block. Winter -feeding is in most parts quite unne- 
cessary ; and it is found that the cattle in early epring, if short 
of their aummer condition, are still in order for the butcher. 
The Bimilkameen f beef, for example, when occamonally s 
herd is brought to Victoria, excites the attention of epicores 
by its excellent quality, and commands always tbe highest 
market-price. In Buch parts, on the other hand, as it may be 

• The lote Mr. Jeffrey, a. hotunisl who visited the Countrj under 
ttie auspices of tba Hudeon's Bay Oompnny, employed by tbe Duke 
ol Bnucleacb Bud otber (centlemen lo make callectiona, informed 
the nriter that the grass iD queetton appuaced to be tbe most tbI' 
uable for pasture of aaj he had erer met with. He coilecled a 
qnantity of the seed, with a view to its propagatiou in Europe ; 
but it is questionable whether it would thrive in any save tbe waroi 
dry localitiea wbicb are its Datiiral babitat. It bas the peculiarity 
that it never ceases to grow : thus, however apparently dry the 
exterior, the beart, sbrouded from liew, is always green, eveu in 
the depth of winter. 

Poor Jeflrey, it may be added, after wBoderiog', sometimes in 
compaar with the writer, through a considerable portion of British 
Colnmbia, and braving alt ita fabulous dangers, met his fate in 
New Mexico, in 1852. Ho wai murdered by a Spaniab outcast, for 
his mules and hie scanty travelling-appaintments. 

■f Similk-Zlmttn — literally Salmon-river — ao named by the naciTea, 
appBTentiy ou tbe priociple of lucm a non luctndo; for do lalmoD 
now frequent it. I am, however, disposed to think that in bygone 
times it was otherwiae, and that tbe fall or rapid near tbe mootb, 
by which Lbeir ascent now appears to be prevented, has been not 
very remotely occBBioned through some convulsion of nature. The 
erection of fish-stairs at ihia point migbt, I think, bo eaaity eifecl- 
ed ; and, tbia doce, the Gab might be readily re-introduceil : a boon 
to the settlers along the banks. This river, joining the OkinSgaa 
near the Boundary Line, and theoce Qowiag to the Columbia, 
waters a very picturesque valley, affording, in parts .fert ila Ifmda fir 
settlement and abundant pasturage. - -i^^^^^^ 
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foxmd expedient to give ocoacdonal assistance to the cattle 
during winter, when snow is on the ground, an advantage is 
indirectly gained : the herds become more domestic in their 
habits, and are gathered afterwards, when necessary, with less 
difficulty. Horses, however, even during the severest winters, 
require no mich aid. Unlike homed cattle, they instinctively 
scrape through the snow for a subsistence ; and such is the 
nutritious quality of the herbage that they winter well. In 
this way the lai^ herd of horses, some two hundred in nimi- 
ber, formerly maintained by the Hudson^s Bay Company at 
Alexandria, were constantly kept in that vicinity : and the 
band at Kamloope, on Thompson's River, including brood- 
mares and young stock, probably from five to six hundred, in 
like manner shifted for themselves at all seasons. 

There are probably now, grazing at large throughout the 
Central District, under the circumstances I have mentioned, a 
good many thousands of head of cattle, chiefly of superior 
breeds. Of these a large proportion belong to permanent set- 
tlers ; the rest to graziers resorting thither from Washington 
Territory and Oregon, as to a lucrative market, and for facile 
feeding. The capacities of the Country are, however, so ex- 
tensive, that the herds at present scattered through it have no 
appreciable effect upon its resources, beyond the comparatively 
limited area of their feeding-grounds. It might be supposed 
that, free to wander as they are, the cattle might gradually 
become wild and unmanageable, as formerly in California, or 
as still in the Southern Pampas. I have heard, however, no 
complaint on this score. By a simple expedient indeed — 
resorted to formerly at the interior posts, as well as by the 
Indians for their horses, and practised, I do not doubt, by the 
modem settlers — ^the herds can be readily attracted homeward 
during the summer season. While the hills are free from flies 
at night, during the heat of the day the animals eagerly seek 
refuge from their attacks. The smoke from a smouldering fire, 
maintained near the homestead, readily attracts them ; and, 
once accustomed, they afterwards habitually resort to it. This, 
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liowevcr trivial the relation may appear, ia by 
uniinportant coouderation, for the ulterior effect produc 
and thus evea the gad-Hy, peet though it be, is not withont 
its useB." On Ike whole it may be safely affirmed that there 
exist throughout the region great facilitieti for rearing cattle on 
an extended scale, so far only very partially availed of. 

Sheep thrive well in the Interior, but, so &r, no large flocka 
exiHt. The paucity of their numbers, indeed, has prevented 
the establish nient of a wooUen-fcctory which was projeoted 
about three years ago. The abandonment of this project iB to 
be regretted, as its prosecution would at once have given an 
impetus to a branch of pabtoral industry which, failing a con- 
venient market for its product, has bo far been only partially 
attendeil to — and then rather for the butcher than the weaver. 
There are, however, extensive tracts which I can recall to 
mind wliich aeem epecially adapted for the pasturing of very 
extensive floufcs. For their successful nurture, moreover, the 
dry nature of the uplands, the quality of the piiBture, and the 

* Tbe powerf^il effect exeTcieed apoa tbc migiatitiBS ortbe Reio- 
deer b; a species of Ibis flj {(Estrut Tarandi), and tlie eystem can. 
sequont thereon adopted by the aationa of Northern Europe in Iha 
maniLgsnient of their domesticated herds, will not escape the notice 
of thD observact reader. Tbe device mectioued ia the text maj be 
regarded as at least a partial adaptation of a similar □atural cause. 
The mosquitoes, on the other hand, execrate them as we maj while 
suffering from their piincturea, are prEsuiaablj not without their 
direct ittilitj m the order of Sature. I have Qever been able to 
discover what the ocoatures feed upon when a Uviag subject fails 
them — for they are always apparently fasting. It may b« assumed, 
at any rate, that these tiny tormentars consume, or absorb in some 
myateriouH way, subtile gases, the reaultof humidity and decaying 
vegetation, which might else be naiions to Man. I have alluded 
to the prevalence of these insects at certain Eeasoas upoa tbe Lower 
Fraser ; and may add that, though not generally prevalent, thoj 
are also found in a minor degree along the wooded water-courses 
of the Interior. Where they exist they are certaicly tronblesoma 
at times ; but it may be fairly questioned bow far the Country in 
its unimproved state would be habitable without them— if this be 
any comfort to the afflicted ; for it ia noticeable [hat whea the con- 
ditions that produce these insects are modified or removed, thef 
vaniflb with them The further considoratloa of this aostruBe en- 
quiry, however, I leave to tbose cuHoua in the arcana of entomol- 
ogy — and I crave pardoa for the digression. 
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character of the climate, would^ as it seems to me, be condu- 
cive in a peculiar degree.* 



As regards salubrity of climate there is probably no part of 
the world that enjoys greater advantages. We are aware of 
no endemic disease that manifests itself in any part ; and even 
upon the Lower Eraser, which from its comparative humidity 
might be supposed &vorable to the generation of fevers of the 
ague type, we know of no single case that has originated there. 
On the contrary, where the seeds of these troublesome com- 
plaints have been imported from abroad, their effects have been 
re-produced, if at all, with less virulence, and the sufferers, we 
have been informed, have gradually recovered. 01 course, as 
in all other countries, occasional epidemics nm their course : 
but as far as the intrinsic healthiness of the climate, through- 
out, is concerned, nothing is left to be desired. The warm dry 
climate of the inland summer, it may be observed, is specially 
&vorable in case^ of pulmonary disease : and in a more mark- 
ed degree as we approach the Southern frontier. Lower down 
on the Columbia River, beyond the limits of the Province, 
where the climate is analogous in character, we have known 
cases of the recovery of consumptive patients, of the most 
signal nature.f 

* NoTS P. S. — An article b^ a writer in the British Colonist 
Newspaper has recently appeared, so closely-corroborative of some 
of the foregoing remarks that I gladlj reproduce it in the Appen- 
dix 

For the encouragement of Agriculture and stock-raising, I may 
here add, several societies have at different times been organised. 
Of these there are now five : one in Victoria, another at New 
Westminster, a third at Saanich, another at Cowitchan, and the 
last, and most recently commenced, at Clinton in the Central Dis- 
trict of the Mainland. 

f I cite two instances, well known to the older residents of the 
Country. The first, a daughter of the late Joseph Felix Larocque, 
Esquire, of Montreal, formerly of the North- West and Hudson's 
Bay Company, the wife of Mr. William Pion. The second, a then 
young man, a native of Assineboia, who formerly acted occasion- 
ally as the writer's body-servant, while travelling on the Lower 
Columbia. Both of them, reduced apparently to the last degree at 
Fort Vancouver, were sent to the Upper Country, and recovered 
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To sam the qnalifications of British Columbia as a 
for Bottlemeot, I may sQCoinctly state, that, though it 
never become a large exporter of cereal prodacte, tike 
Western States of Amnrica or California, it possesses witbio 
itself all the requisites for success : and the power to support, 
in coonesion with its varied ioilustries and its external rela- 
tions, a population, at least of several millions, in ease, hap- 
piness, and comparative aSuencc. I would fain avoid the 
imputation of seekiog, possibly, to draw a picture too highly 
coloured ; but I am free, nevertheless, to state mj own per- 
sonal convictions iu all sincerity. I conceive of no country 
presenting greater solid attractioos. The varied climate and 
capabilities of the several sections, whereby diversity of taste 
is accommodated ; tbe general salubrity and proved fertility 
of the whole j the magnificent commercial prospects 
loom in the not distant future j and, not least, the gem 
home-feeling which impresses every English settler wl 
lot baa hitherto been cast within tbe Province — all eombi 
to recommend it as a future home for those who, weary of 
tbe Old World, are bent on seeking a wider scene for the 
eipaosioa of their energies, amid " fresh fields and pastures 
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with almost miraculQus celerity. The lad; firet aamed, after the 
Inp^e of mail}' jeara, la atill, or was recently, living at Colvile, 
near the Bouodarj Line ; the Becond, halo and strong, was after- 
wards attached to ooe of the Hudaoa's Bay Companj's partiea in 
the Interior, and bis name ia now widely knawn ia connexion with 
a piiaa in the Rockj Uountaina on the line of the projected Northern 
Pacific Kailwaj — CadotU't Past, lo wit. 



TXRM8 OF LAND QBANT0. 81 



CHAPTER VIII. 

T£BM8 OF Land Grants — Roads, &o. — Probable Linb 
through the province of the canadian pacific 
Railwat — Estimate of Distances compared with 
OTHER Routes — Notes on Traffic likelt to ensue — 
Advantages of Esquimalt as the great Western 
Sea-port of thb Dominion — General Remarks. 

From the aooount given in the preceding Chapter it will 
be inferred that both the soil and climate of a very large 
portion of British Columbia are highly favorable to encourage 
settlement. We may now add that vast tracts of land, and 
especially of the Central District, He waiting for the plough. 
It is of course impossible upon a mere cursory review of the 
subject such as this professes to be, to state, even approx- 
imately, what number of cultivable acres there may possibly 
be : but we may safely assert that, in addition to the many 
farms already scattered along the main lines of communica- 
tion, there is immediate room for many thousands more in 
various directions, all more or less easily accessible.* 

The terms upon which the settlement of unoccupied and 
unsurveyed lands is permitted, are very liberal. Every male 
person of eighteen years of age or over, being a British sub- 

* It would be utterly fallacious to attempt to give an estimate of 
the number of available acres scattered over the broad surface of the 
mainland of British Oolumbia. The Oountrj, as before remarked, 
is capable of supporting its several millions at least. On Vancou- 
Islandf an estimate made by the Surveyor-General gives more than 
300,000 acres of good land, known to be available for agriculture ; 
but this estimate refers only to the Districts bordering on the sea, 
on the southern and eastern shore. Elsewhere, and in the interior 
are doubtless valuable and extensive tracts yet to be developed. 
Its ezhaustless coal fields are, however, the great feature of Van- 
couver Island — pointing to it as the future manufacturing empo- 
rium of the Pacific. Its agricultural claims, though very substan- 
tial, mult b« regarded ai secondary to those of the mainland. 
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jeot, born or naturaliKed, may enjoy the righl to pre^i 
nmler ocrtniu staUid conditions, a tract not exceeding 
hundred and twenty acres in eiteot, to the northvard 
ea§twnrd of the Cascade Rango of Mountains; and one 
drod and sixty acres in extent in other parts of the Provil _ 
Poraonal occupation dnring a period of four years, (interTiIa 
of atsonce when neoesaary being permitted), and improve- 
menls to the value of two dollars and filly cents per acre, ate 
necessary to complete the pre-emptive right. On proof of 
thin, the title is finally issued by the Oovernment, on the 
payment of snch sum, not ozocediDg one duller per acre, aa 
may he determiecd upon by the Governor fur the tirae be 
This payment, if required, may be extended, in equal 
mente, over a period of four years after ihu pre-emptive ri( 
is established, and the uecessary surveys made. Power, 
the same time, is reserved to the Governor in CouDCtl 
make such free, or partially free, grants of th< 
and unappropriated Crown hands of the Province, for 
encouragement of immigration, or other purpoees of pu] 
advantage, as may seem advisable. 

For pastoral purposes very great facilities eiiat, beyt 
the limits actually pre-empted, In every part of the Cen( 
District extensive ranges of hilly or partially wooded Ifti 
rich in the Sneat pasture, are accessible. These may be 
garded aa oommon-latid : hut each bond fide pre-emptor is 
permitted to lease, in the vicinity of hia farm, a tract of un- 
ooeupied laud for pastoral purposes, to which, during hia 
lease, he poascsses the exclusive right. Eligible portions of 
auoh leased lands, however, are open to pre-emption, mean- 
while, by intending settlers : the lessee, of course, being 
titled to claim a corresponding deduction from the tri ~ 
amount of rent he may be required to pay. 

The upset price of Surveyed Lands, for agricultural 
poses, is fixed at one dollar per acre ; subject to pubUo 
in lots, at certain intervals, to the highest bidder. All l&l 
remaining unsold after such public exposition. 
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purcbased by private contract from the Oovernment at the 
upset price. 

A market is constantly available: on the sea-board through 
the local demand incident on the various industries of the 
towns, with the fleet and the mercantile shipping: in the in- 
terior through the mines. The products of the farm com- 
mand, consequently, always a remunerative price. 

Owing to the high rate of wages current for European 
hibour, Indian laborers are largely employed. These can be 
obtained at a comparatively cheap rate ; and for most pur- 
poses connected with agriculture and fishing they are very 
efficient. Being cheerful, obedient, and generally industrious, 
the services of the young men are of much local value. 

I have before noticed the principal routes of communica- 
tion with the Interior, and it seems needless to dwell with 
minuteness on this point. A brief summary may, however, 
be given. There is a regular steamer-service twice a week, or 
oftener when necessary, between Victoria and New West- 
minster ; the running time being about six hours. Thence 
large stern-wheel steamers navigate the Fraser as high as 
Yale ; the ascent occupying a day or more, according to the 
condition of the water. From Yale there is a weekly mail- 
service by stages, up to Barkerville,. in the heart of the 
Caribou mining region. Transport along this line of road is 
performed with waggons drawn by mules or oxen ; relieved, 
when required, by a steamer which runs from Soda Creek, 
twenty miles below Alexandria, to Quesnel, forty miles above 
that point; or some twenty miles higher when necessary. 
The navigation is then interrupted by a rapid, the ascent of 
which is not attempted. Above this point there is a clear 
navigation for steamers for a distance of sixty miles, to with- 
in twenty miles of Fort George, where another rapid, im- 
practicable for steamers, occurs. From this point upwards, 
both by the Stuart and Fraser Lake Branch, and in the di- 
rection of T6te Jaune's Cache, there are stretches very favor- 
able for steam-navigation : but the occasional breaks are a 
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great drawback. Nevertheless, with the extension of tlie 
mining operations these will doubtless in time be made avail- 
able; in parts, so as to meet the increased demand for tran- 
sport; and inducements for settlement thus arise in the 
upper portion of the Province which do not at present exist 

The route of access to the mining-region on the heads of 
the Peace River, known generally as the Omineca Mme$f to 
which I have before casually alluded, has th« great advan- 
tage of shortness of land-travel, aod consequently of economy, 
to persons desiring to proceed thither from Victoria. By 
this route the first stage is, by steamer to Port Essington, 
about three days voyage. Thence the Skeen& River is as- 
cended by boat or canoe, as far as the Babine Forks* ; after 
which the remainder of the distance to the mining locality 
(estimated at from 180 to 200 miles) is performed partly on 
foot, partly by water on the intervening lakes. As I have 
perhaps before remarked, both lines of approach to these 
mioes have their advocates ; and each has in some respect 
an advantage. For the introduction of live stock it is need- 
less to say that the route from the Interior is the only one at 
present used. 

To the excellent natural roads that traverse the country 
in most parts, I have already alluded. I may add that liberal 
appropriations for the improvement of these roads in all di- 
rections are annually made.f Thus constantly increasing 
facilities of access to the main lines of transit are afforded. 
The completion of these last, as has been remarked, involved 
a very large outlay, aud bore hardly on the early resources 
of the Province. Hence it became necessary to impose cer- 

* Babine (Fr.) A large lip, as of a beast, kc. The name was 
applied bj the earlj voyageurs to the Td-cullj of the Nat&-pnnkat 
(Babine Lake) on account of their having adopted the custom of 
the tribes of the Coast immediately adjacent, of inserting a wooden 
appendage into the lower lip of the females. 

f NoTB P.S. — Since the above was written an excellent stage-road 
has been opened from near the month of the Thompson to Osooyoos 
on the Okinagan — a distance of some 200 miles, as travelled. A 
weekly line of stages is now running on this route. 
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tain Botd Tolls from which a considerable revenue was 
anmially ooUeoted. The improved financial condition of the 
Province, however^ since the Confederation with the Domin- 
ioDi has enabled the Government, daring the recent sessioo 
of the Legislature, to repeal this tax : and all the communis 
cations are now entirely free. 

Bj the terms agreed upon on the admission of British 
Columbia into the Canadian Confederation, the Government 
of the Dominion undertakes, among other things, to construct 
a Railway from Canada to the Pacific, through British Co- 
lumbia, within a period of ten years.* In July of 187 1, 
almost simultaneously with the proclamation of our new 
political relations, the surveys were vigorously commenced 
on the Pacific water-shed, in connexion with those already 
in progress on the Eastern slopes. It would be vain to 
augur, by anticipation, how soon the great work in question 
may be accomplished ; or to speculate on the unforeseea 
facilities for its completion which will probably be found to 
exist. It may, however, be permitted to indicate generally 
the line^ up to a certain point, which the road will probably 
follow, from the Saskatchewan westward. Leaving that 
river near Fort Edmonton, a line of country bordering on 
the divide between the Saskatchewan and the Athabasca, 
presenting no engineering difficulties of moment, is available 
up to the Rocky Mountains. Entering the I^uss at Jasper's 
House, the line then diverges up Micttc's River, across the 
height of land, and down the Eraser to the vicinity of Moose 
Lake or TIte Jaune's Cache, before noticed. Thence by 
the heads of the Cranberry Fork, and down the North Branch 
of the Thompson. 

It is of course impossible tp predict the conclusion at 
which the engineers may arrive after a full survey of the 
several passes shall have been efiected : but'*some of the ad- 
vantages possessed by the route in question may be briefly 
stated. 



* Set Appendix L. — Termi of Union. 
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The Pass by the heads of the Miette "^ and the Fiaser is 
so gradual of ascent, with so few obstacles worthy of consid- 
eration; that it may be characterised almost as a natonl load. 
Its shortness and directness with regard to the probable te^ 
minus on the Pacific Coast, giro it moreorer an advantage 
over any other line of approach : and although the depth of 
snow at the sommit, during winter, is much greater than I 
have seen gravely stated, there is far less than by any oiher 
Pass with which I am acquainted, either from persKmal ob- 
servation or report. The snow, too, through the effects of 
certain natural phenomena which here prevail, and for whidi 
I do not profess to account, becomes more compacted, conse- 
quently does not drift in an equal degree, and is therefore in 
all respects more manageable than elsewhere. The impor- 
tance of this consideration is material; bearing in mind that 
the stoppages upon the Union Pacific Bailway during the 
past winter arose chiefly from drift. 

It is a curious fact that, in the valley of the Athabasca, 
upon this line of transit, for a distance of thirty miles or 
more both above and below Jasper's House, the snow never 
accumulates. - There is constant grass : and the large herds 
of horses formerly kept there by the Hudson's Bay Company, 
for transport over the mountains, wintered there, fat, upon 
the natural pasture. Crossing by this Pass many years ago, 
on his way from the Saskatchewan, the writer found, in the 
month of January daring a winter of almost unexampled 
severity, that the snow had entirely disappeared from the 
immediate banks of the river, at the mouth of the Cranberry 

* Some of these names are destined to be perpetaated, axfd Ib 
any future account of the Province it might be well to 
notice them. Miette, for example, known in his time as tb« 
<^ Bon-homme Miette," whose name this river bears, was an old 
vojageur of the North-west Company, who first ascended th« 
stream on a trapping-tour. There is a conspicuous rock neai' 
Jasper's House — forming, as it were, with the opposite bills, th« 
portal of the pass — which likewise bears his name. Jasper Kljn$ 
was a post-master of the Hudson's Bay Company, long in charg* 
of the little outpost (now abandoned) called after bim. A Swisls, 
I believe, of DeMeuron's Corps, brought cat to Bed Biver by I«ord 
Sfte^irk, in 1814 or tbm^boml. 
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Fork) near T6te JauDe's Caohe ; aDd, for a distanoe of some 
forty milee down the Fraser, the ioe was perfectly denuded 
of anow. A warm wind prevailed, accompanied at intervals 
by a gentle rain. It could only be inferred that this warm 
eurrenty extending through the Pass, exercised a modifying 
influence there ; and, spreading afterwards through the 
Jasper's Valley, produced the effects noted. As these effects, 
however, are known to be constant in the latter named local- 
ity, we way infer that the same cause is likewise constant. 
I may remark, passingly, that similar effects are .also pro- 
duced in a marked d^ree in other parts of British Columbia : 
bat, as before mentioned, I do not profess to account for 
these phenomena in all their bearings. Such conclusions 
could be arrived at only after minute and protracted observa- 
tion; and are beyond the scope of the passing traveller, bent 
on penetrating through the wilderness, and eager to get 
home.* 

The point at which the projected Railway Will be made to 
strike the Coast, is still a problem to be solved. Bute Inlet, 
north of Nanaimo, is the most eligible, provided it shall be 
found practicable to bridge the Narrows of Johnstone's Strait, 
and thus continue the line to Esquimalt. Otherwise a point 
further South, perhaps Burrard's Inlet, will probably be 
selected ; with a steam ferry to Nanaimo, and thence again 
by rail to Esquimalt,— -the great natural terminus which it 
is indispensable to attain. In any case the line, after descend- 
ing the North Branch of the Thompson (assuming the route 
by Jasper's to be the one preferred) will have to diverge to 
the westward, and approach the Eraser through some of the 
depressions near Bridge Creek. It is bootless, however, to 
anticipate that which the surveys now in progress will soon 
decide. 

On the whole it has been made apparent, by the explora- 
tions already effected, that the difficulties in the way of ac- 
complishing the grand national object in view, are far less 

* Sss Kot»— Appendix f-3. 
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Ihaii were expected. Flenoe, with tbe vigorous del 
tioQ to proceed tliat has been muDifeateil, wc may regard 
undortakiDg aa in a fair way for speedy aouoiiipliHtuQi 
lU future effects id u uationa] poiut of view, tiiid eepecii 
the influence it ia destined to ezcrciae on the immcd! 
iotereflts of this Province, might well be loft to the imagioar 
tioD of the render ; neverthclesB, I may hazurd a few remarks, 
which, if superfluous sa regards aome, may not he without 
interest for many. 

An uodertaking of this nature ia not, of oonrBO, to be 
garded from a merely local point of view : ita bucci 
oompletloD involvea the future oommercia] interests, not only 
of Englund in purtioulac, but of other nations also. I think 
it ia in tbe work of Lord Milton and Dr. Cheadle that tha 
route is significantly termed the "True North-West Pi 
aagoj" just OS the Suez Canal niuy be designated that of 
South-east; and ua such, in its general relations, we 
regard it. It ia, however, with reference to Greut Britwn 
aloue that I ahull couaider the subject, albeit imperfectly. 
Our active and cuterprisiDg competitors for commercial su- 
premacy, the Uniled States, have already, for tbi 
past, bud a lltie in full operation to >^an Franciaco; of 
the aignal sucoesa presents iiutuworthy encouragemcDt 
Other enterprises of a similar nature. As fur back as 181 
however, as appears by a pamphlet which lies before nie,* 
while yet thia aueteas as a pecuDioiy queation waa problem- 
atic, a Bccood over-land Railway, called the Northern Pacific, 
was projected; the proposed terminus of which, in Waehing- 
ton Territory — still I believe undecided — was either at Seattle 
on Admiralty Inlet, or Olympia at the head of Puget 801 
diatnnt respectively about 85 and 150 miles above Es<xnimi 
the proposed Canadian terminus, on Fuea's Strait. The " 
named enterprise, however, though not formally abandoDi 

*NortberD FHcific Raitwaf. Memorial, OorreBpaDdeoae, sod 
Report of Engineer in Chiof, WaBhington, 1868. Olber competi- 
tive Ilftilwa,v3 through Oaltforniii have since been projected, nbicli 
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luui not apparently beon, so far, prosecuted with the wonted 
energy of our neighbours. Last in the field is that of which 
we now specially treat — the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

I subjoin a comparative statement of the distances by these 
BOTeral routes, compiled chiefly from a pamphlet by the late 
Mr. Alfred Waddington,'*' and that before alluded to. I have 
not, I may add, attempted to verify the estimates in either, 
but accept both as nearly correct : — 

New York to San Francisco (Railway in operation). 

Distance from New York, by Chicago, to Omaha 

on the Missouri 1,531 miles. 

From Omaha to San Francisco, about 1,830 

English miles 3,361 

Northern Pacific Railway (projected). 

From New York to Superior City, on Lake Supe- 
rior, about 1,500 

To Judith Mountains, Long. 109° W 895 

To Columbia Riyer, ahoTe Walla Walla 6G0 

To Seattle or Olympia, on Puget Sound,about 220 

1,775 

English miles 3,275 

Canadian Pacific Railway (projected). 

From Montreal to Ottawa, via the Ottawa River 115 
From Ottawa to Bute Inlet, about 2,885 

3,000 
Head of Bute Inlet to Esquimau, 85 miles nearer 
to the Ocean than Seattle, about 200 

English miles 3,200 

With reference to the commerce of the East — if it be not 
paradoxical to term that the East which we are now approach- 
ing from the contrary direction — the following considerations 
may be noted. Assuming Yokohama, in Japan, for a starting 
pointy the direct distance to Esquimalt may be taken, in 
round numbers, at about 4,200 geographical miles ; equal to 
about a month's voyage of a sailing vessel;*!' Canton is pro- 

* Overland Route through British Norili America, by Alfred 
Waddington. London, 1868. 

f The Flying Squadron, reaching Esquimalt in May, 1870, per- 
formed the voyage, under sail, in 26 days — but this was regarded 
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bably about a fortnight farther, in point of time. Measizred 
across the map, San Francisco may be regarded as eqoidia- 
tant. The aotoal distance necessary to be trarersed by a 
sailing vessel in order to reach that port is, howerer; ootasid- 
erably greater; as will appear from the following remarks 
which I find quoted from a recognised authority of the high- 
est standing — Professor Maury, of Washington. '^ The trade 
*' winds place Yancouver Island on the wayside of the road 
*^ from China and Japan to San Francisco so completely, that 
" a sailing vessel trading under canvas to the latter place, 
*' would take the same route as if she were bound for Yancou- 
" ver Inland. So that all return cargoes would naturally come 
*^ there in order to save two or three weeks, besides risk and 
*' expense/' Hence it is manifest that the Canadian Pacific 
Kail way, terminating at Esquimalt — and in a minor degree 
the projected Northern Pacific Railway, owing to the perver- 
sities of the inland navigation necessary to reach its proposed 
terminus — would possess a great advantage over the line, 
now in operation, from San Francisco to New York. The 
last-named port, moreover — about equidistant from Liverpool 
or London with Montreal — is considerably farther than 
Halifax, to which point it would be necessary to extend the 
transport during the period of closed-navigation of the St 
Lawrence. This neeessity would involve a further land- 
transport of 482 miles, by the Intercolonial Railway now in 
operation : but then the shipping point on the Atlantic would 
be some five hundred miles nearer to England than is New 
York. Hence it is obvious that the route now under process 
of survey, if the foregoing estimates be nearly correct, pre- 
sents the advantage, as from China to England, of some 
seven hundred miles over the projected Northern Pacific 
Railway ; and, under the consideration advanced by Profes- 
sor Maury, of more than a thousand over the present route 
by San Francisco. 

as an unusually short voyage. Probably from 30 to 36 days might 
be considered a fair run. In connexion with this subject see Note-^ 
Appemdiz D-S. 
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As a pecuniary iDyestment the Central, or Union, Pacifle 
Bailwaj has been so far very successfal, as will appear by 
the following statement, issued by the Company, which I 
extraot from a late number of the San FrancUco BvUetin:^^ 

*^ Official Statement of business for the three fiscal yean, 
ending April 80, 1872. 

1869-70 1870-71 1871-72 

Gross earnings^ $8,364,693 $7,333,961 $7,679,763 

Expenses 6,797,099 3,898,704 4,062,914 

Ket earnings $2,667,494 $3,436,267 $3,616,839 " 

The sources of the above income are, the sale of land- 
grants along the line, and the enormous traffic, local and 
from abroad, that has been developed. The outlay is incur- 
red by payment of current interest on Bonds, and running 
expenses.'*' 

When first the project of constructing a line across the 
Continent to San Francisco was mooted, sceptical vaticinatoi^ 
augured that it would, at best, be available for the transport 
of the lightest and most costly description of goods, only. Tp 
show how groundless these anticipations have proved, I subjoin 
a memorandum of the receipts on two successive days of the 
present season, casually quoted in a recent number of the 
Weekly BiUUtin, above referred to. " The receipts of freight 
^ by railroad yesterday included 2 cars of Agricultural Im- 
'< plements ; 200 cases Alcohol ; 18 cases Boots ; 1 car, and 
'^54 packages Bacon ; 40 packages Eggs; 74 tierces Hams; 
** 906 cases Cheese ; 97 boxes Lard ; 85 kits Mackarel ; 10 
'^barrels Neats-foot Oil; 85 barrels Lard Oil; 907 bundles 
"Paper; 44 barrels Pork; 1 car Shovels; 488 cases and 65 
** packages Tobacco ; 48 barrels Whiskey ; and 640 bundles 
" Wire." Again : " The receipts of freight by railroad yes- 
<' terday included 1 car Bacon ; 155 cases Boots ; 10 cases 
" Cheese ; 10 packages Cordage ; 24 bundles Iron Tube^ ; 

* Supplementarj to the above statement the estimated gross in- 
come for Maj is given at $812,000. The actual earniDgs for thf 
previons month were $724,446. 
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" 34 bundles Iron ; 6 pnckogeB Leather ; 2 Pianos ; and 3! 
"packages Tobucoo." 

The retuTQ-fveights from .San Franciaco are of varied char- 
acter; iniiluding fresh fruits, flour, wines, auJ otJier artjclee, 
the product of Calilbrnia; and entire cargoes of Teas and other 
merohaodiBe Irom China and Japan. Britisli Columbia affords 
her quota of patifuuge in both direotioiis; and recently, I sm 
informed, ihe Hudson's Bay Company forwarded from Victoria 
to San Francisco a number of caaks oi valuable Furs, 
tranamisirion thence, overlnnd and by ateamer, to London ; 
moat a three- weeks passage. 

I Bhidl not, I tniHt, be mispected of arguing froni a pui 
local stand-point, when I itidicale briefly Mme of the advan- 
tuges which EKjuiniuU prcHsnts as the iiiture termious of lie 
Dominion Biiilway. The fciieibility of bridging the Narrows 
oppiiHite to Bute Inlet is, as 1 have remarked, stiU undecided :* 
otherwise the question would be one simply of coat; which, 
■11 other eoniii derations admitted, would be of inferior moment. 
Bat, whether by bridging here, or with tJie intervention ofa 
ferry from some other point, it is necessary to the lull measure 
of fliture success that the line should be continued 
treme limit I have named. Lying immediaCely within 
broad Estuary of De Fuch'b Struit, Esquimalt si 
by Nature as the future emporium o 
splendid harbour is at all times readily a 
ward ; and, witli a light-house which Elands e 
westward, and another which, like the Phar 
Alexandria, indicates the immediate 
securely apprnuohed and entered at any hour, by day o; 
It is not, however, upon this ground alone that the posdtitH 

• In a former r.hapter I bave mantiooed that the channel Bt U 
point lioeE not ciceed a few thousand jarda in breadth — the ei ' 
meianrement I havo not at hand. It is ben , 
to esplaiu that a largo islaaii, called ViLldG?. Islnnd, separates v 
whule channel into two parta, each of which ia narrowed, at polnia 
l^ing diagoDslly to Bitch other, to very small dimensions. The 
depth of the water, aad the strong effects of the tides, appear to bs 
Iba chief engineering diQlcaltieB to ba encoantered. 




OXmSEAL aXMABKB. 73 

founded. Abore Esquimalt the nayigation, thongh still good, 
is rendered more uncertain through the effect of cross-tides 
and baffling winds ; and especially to reach a comparatively 
remote point like Bute Inlet. This difficulty, it will be sug- 
gested, might be overcome, with a certain outlay, by the em- 
ployment of tug-boats : but there is another incidental diffi- 
culty, prolific of delay, against which it is impossible to provide. 
This is the occasional interruption of the inland navigation with 
large craft, at times by dense smoke from forest-fires, at times 
by fog, and sometimes by the combined efiects of both. The 
autumn, chiefiy , is the season when these impediments might 
be anticipated : and under the circumstances mentioned, 
serious delays might occasionally occur to the shipping, which, 
the terminus being at Esquimalt, would be avoided. 

As regards the speedy completion of the work that has been 
tmdertaken, a few words may be said. I am aware that there 
are some who, whether really sceptical or not, profess to doubt 
either the power or the inducement to carry it through. In 
the uncertainty of these doubters I do not share. With a line 
devoid for the most part of engineering difficulties, traversing, 
with few interruptions, a region conspicuous for its fertility 
and its pastoral advantages, and fringing elsewhere a tract 
teeming with mineral riches, the local inducements are surely 
great: and beyond these are the wide commercial interests 
which I have feebly endeavoured to indicate. Up to a certain 
period, indeed, many, and myself among the number, ques- 
tioned the probability of the enterprise being seriously con- 
sidered for many years : but the declaration of the Terms of 
Union, and the prompt and energetic action of the Dominion 
Grovemment since, in fulfilment of their engagements, preclude 
the question of doubt. To repeat it, then, is to question the 
good faith of the Administration : a mark of disrespect, or 
want of confidence which, by its liberal and manly treatment 
of the Province, it has not certainly deserved. The preliminary 
surveys completed, and the line decided, active operations will 
be commenced simultaneously at both ends : and all augury 
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is fitUaciouB if the grand undertaking be not soon an aooom* 
fJiflhed &ot. To Mr. Alfred Waddington, I may add, from 
whose pamphlet I have quoted, and whose aoquaintance I en- 
joyed in Victoria, is due, not indeed the conception, but oer> 
tainly the earnest advocacy of this important national work. 
Through him the project was first introduced in a tangible 
form to the British public ; to its furtherance the whole ener- 
gies of his latter years were devoted ; and it was while thus 
engaged that he recently died at Ottawa— -I believe of small- 
pox. The death of this worthy gentleman, while the pet pro- 
ject of his life was still in embryo, created much sympathy in 
Victoria, as elsewhere: and I do not resist the opportunity 
which I now have, of paying at least this passing tribute to 
his memory. 

Before leaving this topic I ought not to omit to notice an 
incidental advantage which the route I have indicated across 
the Rocky Mountains possesses over all the rest, and of which 
the importance does not at first appear. It is the freedom frt>m 
all danger of Indian molestation. In conversation, not long ^ 
ago, with Sir James Douglas, the former Grovemor of the 
Colony, whose great local knowledge and sound judgment in 
tbeHe matters it is needless to dwell upon, I drew his attention 
to this point, and he agreed with me in ascribing to it very 
great Weight. Crossing the Saskatchewan at Carlton, the line 
would pass through a country occupied by the Crees — ^a 
friendly and inoffensive tribe. Leaving the Cree tract near 
Edmonton, and proceeding towards Jasper^s, a few scattered 
families of Strong-wood Assineboines alone wander over the 
cotmtry — poor, harmle^ and hospitable, whose sole care 
is to hunt and live. West of the Pass, by the heads 
of the North Branch of the Thompson, some scattered 
Shew-shwaps hunt and fish for a livelihood. To reach the 
Southern Passes, on the other hand, it is necessary to pass 
through a tract frequented by the roving tribes of the broad 
Prairie, including those Arabs of the West, the Blackfeet. It 
does not indeed follow that collision with these must necessa- 
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lily entoe : but the risk is there ; and it might inyolve, in 
time, the Deceaaitj of maintaining a permanent military force 
to guard against attack; just as the United States (jovemment 
is compelled, under similar circumstanoes, to do, for the safety 
of trayeilers by the Southern Railway. 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

Political Constitution — Schools — Churches, &o. — 
Postal Sebvioe — Telegraphs — Mechanics' Insti- 
tutes, &c. — Newspapers — Banks — Population — 
Indians — General Eemarks on Gold Mining — Min- 
eral EicHEs — Coal-Mining, &c. — General Bemarkb 

ON THE attractions OF THE PROVINCE AS A FIELD FOR 

Settlement. 

llie Government of British Columbia, as of the other Pro- 
vinces provided for under the " British North America Act, 
1867," is administered by a Lieutenant-Governor, appointed 
by the Governor-General of Canada. The gentleman now 
filling this important position is the Honorable Joseph W. 
Trutch, formerly Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works iit 
the ci'devant Colony. 

The responsible advisers of the Lieutenant-Governor are 
three in number ; occupying respectively the offices of Provin- 
cial Secretary, Attorney-General, and Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works. Provision is made by the Constitution of 
the Province that the number may, if found advisable, be in- 
creased to five. 

The Legislature is composed of a single House, styled the 
Legislative Assembly, and consisting of twenty-five members 
returned by twelve Electoral Districts, as under; viz.: — Or 




Vancouver laland : Viotoria City, 4 ; Victoria Difltriot, 2 ; 
Eequimalt, 2 ; Cowitohan, 2 ; NumimD, 1 ; Comox, 1. On 

tie Mainland : New 'Westminater City, I ; New WMtminster 
Diatrict,2i Yale District, 3; LUlooet, 2; Caribou DiBtrict, 3; 
Kootaoais Diatrict, 2. The expenaea of the merabera during 
the session of the Legialsture arc paid by the ProTioce; and 
there is an allowance for travelling expenses to and fro. 

The franchise, coolined lo British subjects, bom or natural- 
ized, la so liberal as to be almost eqmvaleut to manhood aaS- 
ragc. The elections btb for four years: the voting done by 
open poll. 

Foreign reajdente may acquire all the rights of Britiah sub- 
jects, within t!ie Province, through a very simple and inex- 
pensive process of naturalization. 

The Province returns aix members to the Iloupe of Com- 
mons at Ottawa ; and three Senators are appointed by the 
Governor- General to llie Upper House. The expenses of ibese 
Bepreseutatives are de&ayed by the Dominion. 

The only direct general tax levied in the Province is tor the 
maintenance of Roads, and is expended within the Diatricta 
where levied. This tax. is an annual poU-tax of two dollars 
each on every male resident above eighteen yearv dT age. In 
addition the owners of land are charged, ibr the same purpose, 
four cents per acre on their land, beyond the limit of ] acres. 

A well-devised law for eatabUahing free Schools, unsectarian 
in character, throughout the Province, is now in force. A 
Superintendent of Education bos been appointed under the 
Act ; and a Board of Education, consisting oi tax members, 
holds its sittings in Victoria. Local details are superintended 
by Trustees, elected in each School District. As will be seen 
by reference to the Appendix, liberal allowance has been made 
in the Eatimatea (since voted) for carrying out the pro- 
visions of this important law. Among other definitions of the 
duties of the Board of Education under the recent Act, ia the 
following, embodying a provision of great proapective impor- 
tance : " To establish a High School in any DiBtrict v 
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^' they may find it expedient bo to do, wherein the claafiics, 
'^ mathematics, and higher branches of Education shall be 
*^ taught ; and such school shall be subject to the same obliga- 
^' tions and regulations as other Public Schools generally/* 

For private education Victoria affords good &cilitie8 : for 
boys, the CoU^ate School ; for girls, the Angela College. 
Both these schools are under the visitorship of the Episcopa- 
lian Bishop of the Diocese, the Right Keverend Dr. Hills. 
There are besides other good schools for pupils of both sexes ; 
noteworthy among which is the excellent establishment con- 
ducted by the respected Sisterhood of St. Anne. 
. In Victoria there are two Episcopalian Churches — the 
Cathedral of Christ Church, and -St. John's ; and there is a 
third at Esquimalt. The Wesleyan community have a well- 
built church, which it has been found necessary recently to 
enlarge. The Presbyterian congregation likewise have a very 
neat church. The Roman Catholics have two commodious 
churches , the Bishopric of that communion, however, conse- 
quently on the death of the late highly respected Bishop, 
the Right Keverend Mgr. Demers, being at present vacant. 
In addition to these places of Christian worship, there is 
the Jewish synagogue, a substantial edifice of brick. New 
Westminster is the residence of an Archdeacon, the Reverend 
C. T. Woods ; and its church has the enviable distinction of 
jKDssessing the only set of bells in the Province ; a fine peal, 
presented to the congregation by the same amiable Christian 
lady whose name I have had occasion already several times to 
mention — the present Baroness Coutts. Elsewhere in the 
various Districts, where congregations can be assembled, there 
are established facilities for public worship, and small churches 
have been built here and there ; in other parts, necessarily, 
it is only by occasional visits, at stated intervals, that the re- 
ligious wants of the community ai'e met.* 

The Judicature of the Province is composed of a Chief 
Justice, and, at present, one Puisne Judge — a second one, it 

* Hospitalg, seo Appendix W. 
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is understood, to be shortly appointed. At Viotoria 
other priucipal atatioua there- lire Stipendiary Magistral 
who net bIbo as Judges of the County Courta : in other parti 
urder ia maintained by Honorary Justices of the Peace. The 
vigilaDoe of the Magistracy, and the salutary rigour of the 
Judges, have repressed that tendency to violence and crime 
which is assumed, however erroneously, to be inseparable 
from young communities such as this. In brief, the laws 
are here as vigorously administered, and there is aa mitoh 
secarity for life, Hmb, and property, aa In the oldest FrOTin- 
ces of the dominion — and this, if my meaning be duly ap- 
prehended, is saying not a little on the question of law 
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The Postal Service of the Province Is now entirely in tl 
hands of the General Government of the Dominion ; and 
whatever deficiency may exist in the details of the sjatcm as 
lately re-organized, will shortly be remedied. A special Agent, 
it is understood, is now on the way from Ottawa to plsM 
these matters on an un exception able footing. At pres 
there is a direct mail from Europe and Canada, by way Ot 
San Franoisoo, twice a month ; reaching the latter place by 
railway, and brought thence to Victoria by a subsidized 
steamer. There is also an overland mail twice a week &oui 
San Francisco to Olympia, on Pnget Sound, by which lottenjil 
are, under the present arrangements, leas regularly brou^ 
From Victoria there is a mail-service twice a week to Utt 
Westminster ; and once n week to all other parts of the Pm 
vinoe, upon the regular lines of communication, The r 
of postage will appear in the Appendix. 

There !s ooustant telegrepliio commuoication betwH 
Europe and Victoria, by way of New York and Ran Francisfl 
The line, which crosses the southern part of the Giilf4 
Georgia to Victoria by a submerged cable, has a branch (i 
tending to the verge of the Caribou region. 

Victoria supporta two daily newspapers, the Britiih ( 
Kut and the Slandar'l, which also reappear in a weekly foil 
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New WeetmiDster has likewise two, the Dominion Pacific 
Eor<M and the Mainland Guardian, The Upper Country 
boasts of one; a useful publication, called the Caribou 
Sentinel, 

At Victoria and several other of the towns, Mechanics' 
Institutes and Reading Rooms have been established. At 
ihese, besides the standard collection of books that has been 
aocumulated, the latest European and American periodicals, 
with the principal newspapers from abroad, can always be 
perused. 

There are three principal Banks in Victoria, with branches 
elsewhere : the Bank of British North America, the Bank of 
British Columbia, and Wells, Fargo, & Co. — the last an 
American firm, too widely known on this Continent to re- 
quire more than mention. In addition to their banking 
business the last-named carry on an Express Agency, rami- 
fying throughout Christendom. Through their means the 
most important business may be transacted : and any arti- 
cle of use or luxury, from a piano probably to a penny whis- 
tle, can be readily obtained. This institution, originating in 
the early necessities of the California Mines, has been of 
marked utility and success : and there are probably few 
dwellers upon the Pacific Coast who have not been at some 
time indebted to the care or the courtesy of the Agents of 
Wells, Fargo's Express. The several Banks allow interest 
on time-deposits of three months or upwards. In addition to 
the private Banks there is a public Savings Bank, of great 
utility in its way. 

The population of British Columbia, owiDg to the fluctua- 
tions of mining success, has varied much. At no time very 
large, |it does not now probably exceed twelve thousand 
Europeans, of whom one-half reside in Victoria and its im- 
mediate environs. The permanent inhabitants of the city, 
by a census of 1870, amounted to 4,208, in the proportion of 
2,528 males to 1,680 females. No reliable census of the 
whole Province^ however, exists, so that any estimate made 
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caD be merelj an a|)[jroxiiimtioD. With tlie recently 
proved proapccttt of tUe couutrj, it ia Deedless to 
immigmtioD is ntnui sutUng in; and it is noticeable tbal 
fonuer reeideDts, who had left under diBCOoragementa real or 
fsDcicd, are now eagcrljr returning. 

The Indian population, on the other hund, is nanierona ] 
and Hi the Indians are producers as well as coneumeri, thej 
form an iinportunt element in the considerution of the com' 
mercial roIatioQS of the Proyince. For the rest, it may 
remarked that they are strictly under the law ; and that, 
the appliances at command, no difficulty ia experienced 
czBOtlng uhodieucc. Ia suyiug that the native population 
numerous T ought to confine the remark to the immediate 
vicinity ol' the Coaat, In the interior they are companttjvely 
few, and sparsely distributed. In many points, too, the 
Indiana of tho interior are far more engaging in character 
than those of the eea-board. These last, however, are of a 
more ingenious turn. They ezcel in many simple manu- 
factures, and are not a little advanced in divers mechanioal arts. 
I was shown, for inst^ince, b; a gentlemun iu Victoria, & fine 
meerschBum pipe, which, having been accidentally damaged, 
had been entiUBtcd for repair to an Indian workman. Beat- 
iog out a gold-coin he had remouuted the article with a skill 
cuiupurable with that of the most practised goldsmith. It 
bus already hunu mcotioDed that tbe services of the yonag 
men among (.he natives are turned tu good account iu agri* 
cultural and other pursaita. 1 may add that, beyond thii), 
little has been done fur their improvement, save throujj^b 
tlie efforts of private individuals, and liic exertions of tho 
Missionaries of various denomiuatious wlio are in the field. 
The Government has been unpardouably supine: and it is 
gratifying to know that, under the new political relatione of 
the Province, tbe care of this hraoeh of tbe population de- 
volves upon the Domiuion; and that a sound system of 
Indian policy will soon be organized, from which the most 
beneficial results may be nnticipsted. 
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Tlio iLiiiiog iutcrcHlH of l^ritUh Columbia arc of too great 
importauco to bo treated of Hummurily in a brief treutiHo 
Buch tiH this. A rcfereuoe to the Appendix will bIiow, how- 
ever, the large recorded export of Gold for many yearg pa«t:* 
but so much is convoyed away by private hand that the real 
product of the mincg, of courHe, cannot be aficcrtainod. The 
writer has no practical knowledge of the Hubjeot of mining, 
and he is averse to give currency to reports of the richness 
of this locality or of that; which, however tti)parently well 
founded; too often prove fallacious. Largo fortunes have 
been made, and large fortunes will continue still to be occo- 
•ionally made, in this exciting pursuit, within the precincts 
of the Province : biit while some have thus become rich, 
others have only been comparatively lucky, while others 
again have failed almost entirely of sucecss. Ho cannot, 
however, do better than quote on this subject the following 
excellent remarks, which ho finds in a Report of Lieut. H. 
Spencer Palmer, of the Uoyal Kngineers, dated 2lst Febru- 
ary, 1803; and which, notwithstanding the lapse of timC| 
may be regarded as still generally applicable. 

" The general tendency of the auriferous ranges through- 
^^out the Colony leads to the conjecture that the future ex- 
^plorations will discover an almost unbroken continuation of 

rich deposits maintaining a north-north-westerly direction^ 
^^ and occupying a large portion of tho great elbow of tho 
^' Fraser liiver. 

*^ Caribou is closely packed with mountains of considerable 
'< altitude, singularly tumbled and irnigular in character, and 
^'presenting steep and thickly wooded slopes. Here and 
'^ there tremendous masses, whose summits are from 0,000 
^* to 7,000 feet abov,e the sea, tower above the general level, 
*'and form centres of radiation for subordinate ranges. This 
^'mountain system is drained by innumerable streams, of 

^ Auiou tiling, fur tUu luMt fourlceti year^, to beiw^ucu 21 and 22 
mlUlotiH of doliarrt In the atfjjjrej^atc — ahowltm tin average exceed- 
ing one and a half iniUloa yearly, exclusive of the largo amouoii 
that have cDcapod record. Soo Appendix F« 
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"every Bill! from Inrgc |irook» to liny rivulctn, known 
" spectivdy in miniDg phrasuology as " crccka " and 
"es," which ruu id every imigiuuble direction of tho 
" pusa, and, winding uuoug the Tulloyn und gorges, discharge 
"tbomselvea into the larger BlrnotoB or"riTorH" which at 
" length eonduct ihni- waters to tho Prascr. •••••• •**••♦« 

" The moat roiuunoroting mining is generally foond our, 
" head waters of the creeks, in eluse pruxiuity to the mi 
" tain clusters, whiuh secui to be the great centres of wei 
" and thus some of tho loss attractive diggings on the til 
" and on the lower parti of tho ereeks have us yet 
" claimed attention.******************************' 

" Tho gold of Cariboo is not easily attainable, and a know- 
' "lodge of practical mining, shafting, tunnelling, and driiV 
" ing, is necessary to those who wish to work to advantage. 
"The richest deposits art-' found in the existing and in the 
" old ebanncls of the creeks down close to the rocks in n'lit, 
"cnlkd in mining language "bed-reeks," wluofa in Caribon 
"are tail 

" I sbould be trespassing beyond my province were 1 to 
"attempt to desoribc the inenbunical uelhods liy which tha 
"gold is extracted from the eartb, or tu Airoish Btutistios jjH 
"the populations and yields of the varimis mining ere^H 
" But I beg permission to uonlributo my testimony to iH 
"extraordinary anrifcrous wealth of Ciiribuu, and, In vetj 
"few words, to clear up a point upon which an aniniliated 
" person is likely to be misled, vi«. i the nominal yield of a 

" A miner's claim occupies a piece of ground 100 feet 
" square. When a creek bus ' prospeeted ' well, it is UBUal 
a to form themselvea into companies of from four 
" to eight, or upwards, to take up their claims [for cauh man 
" 100 feet square) in prosimily to one another, and to work 
" the whole ground thus claimed for the benefit of the com- 
" puny. If rich ' pay-dirt ' be struck, und the mine be in a 
" Buffioicatly advauccd state, eumpauies, aDzioiu to obtain 
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** the greatest possible quantity of gold in the shortest possi- 
'* ble spaee of time, will frequently employ additional work- 
^< ing-hands, and work during the whole 24 hours. The 
^< wages given last season were £2 sterling for the day of 
" twelve hours. By these means extraordinary yields are 
*^ sometimes obtained, and instances were known last autumn 
*' of as much as 260 oz (about jC800 sterling), or even more, 
" being * washed up ' by some of the richest companies on 
"Williams Creek, as the result of 24 hours' labour. Thus, 
" although this sum, subject to deductions for hired assist- 
** ance, was divided among the four, six, or eight lucky pro- 
** prietors, as the case might be, it must be remembered that 
" it was due to the labours of double the number of men, and 
<' that the dividend thus declared should not, in such in- 
" stances as these, be taken as indicating the direct result of 
** one man's work. Cases occur of rich ' pockets ' of gold 
*^ being struck, and incredible sums being rapidly extracted 
*< by simple means and at no extra expense ; these are ex- 
" ceptions."* 

The chief mining localities outside of Caribou are, at Big- 
bend, above the Arrow Lakes on the Columbia River j the 
Koot&nais mines, on the tributary of the Columbia of that 
name ; and on the Peace River. There are besides inferior 
" diggings," occupied chiefly by Chinese and others who, 
like them, are content with minor profits, where by patient 
industry a moderate competence is obtained. To such, how- 
ever, as desire to try for higher prizes a wide field is open ; 
and, without committing myself to any assertion as to the 
richness of any special locality, I may safely state the 
conviction, which I share withjiiany others — that the mine- 
ral gold-wealth of the Province has yet been but very par- 
tially exposed. Meanwhile the introduction of machinery, 
with the aid of capital and engineering skill, promises to 
effeoc soon a very great change : and though the individual 



* Report of Lioulcnant II. Spencer Piilmcr, U. E., to Col. Moodj, 
R. E., Chief Commissioaer of Lands aad Works. 2lBt Feb., 18(}3. 
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T mil still coDtiDuc, ua before, to ahaxo the liasacda, 
f»rtuuu, tlio great prizc3 wilt, a« claonhere, fall to ibe 01 
|(owuring coiubi 

As regards the otUor uiDeral riches of the Proviaee 
commatxl of capital, beyond aay that is luually 
Bci^ma to be iodispensable for their developajcat. K] 
copper-leaJa abound uluag the Coast. A few years ago 
1 cuterpriacs, fur working as aiuoy 
a foot: but, as mif^ht have bceo foreaeea, they all failed 
indicutoU. Possibly, had all these ecuttered 
endeavours been ouuceutrated, a bettor result might have 
been obtained. As it was, the scanty reBoorces of each wera 
frittered away — in some cases through sheer iguoraace uidj 
igcment: and the conclusion became apparent, thjir 
without the assistance of capital from abroad and the employ- 
mpetent conductors, it was vain to persist. 80 
with certain silver-leads — sufficiently rich it is believed, to 
reward richly the investment of money, but for which eonSr 
dcneo has not so far been secured. The Geological Sum 
of the Province which has been undertaken by the Oauadi 
Government, and is now iu progress, will doubtless rovfll 
more conspicuously the existence of these latent trcasureflfj 
and we may trust therefore that the day is approaching wl 
tills great source of wealth will no longer be neglected. 

Tlic returns given iu the Appendix will show that &li< 
Coal-mines of Vancouver Island are more favourably circnn^ 
stanccd. The oldest mine at Nanuimo, commeaoed by A|l|! 
Hudson's Bay Company, has for the last twclvo years bi 
the property of an EugiLsh Company, bearing tie name 
the Vancouver Coal Vonipani/, whu share a handsome 
Dual dividend fur tb.cir investment. There are two other 
mines in the same viciuity: one of these, the MarcwoiHlf 
owned also by English capitalists, is uot ut present worked; 
the other, the Dansmiiir, ie in its infancy, but prumiaos 
be very successful. There is also a fine aeum of coal, recji 
ing only capital for its working, at Biiynes' Sound, 
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Gomox; l)C8i(Ic8 tliat at the north end of the iHland, and 
Qnotlier of Antlirncite on Queen Charlotte^H, to whicii I have 
previously alluded. In the event of a future treaty of Reci- 
procity with the United States, in which all the Provinces of 
tlie Dominion would of course share, the demand for Coal from 
Vancouver Island will receive a great impetus. So far as can 
1)6 discovered there is no coal of quality at all comparable with 
it elsewhere on the Coast : so that were the present restric- 
tions upon its importation removed, it would take a more 
prominent place in the San Francisco market Umn it at pre* 
sent occupies.* 

In 18C9 an Ordinance was issued, the declared object of 
which is " to develop the resources of the Colony by affording 
" facilities for the effectual working of Silver, Lead, Tin, Cop- 
"per, Coal, and other Minerals, other than Gold" — the last 
being specially provided for in a Foimrate Ordinance. Under 
the provisions of the Act in question, it is in the power of any 
person, or association of persons, to seek for any of the minerals 
enumerated, under sj)ecial licence over a given 8j)ace ; and, if 
successful in their object, to obtain a Crown grant of iho 
locality, under ctmditions named. It is under this Act that 
Mr. Dunsmuir, who I believe was originally an Overseer or 
Foreman in the employment of the Vancouver Coal Company, 
and some others, have established their right to what will soon 
become, if not already, a very valuable prt)i)erty. Confining 
ourselves to the consideration of Coal, and without going into 
minute particulars, the chief requisites may be succinctly 
stated. 

1. A " Prospecting Licence " is first obtained, on applica- 
tion in due form to the proj)er authorities, not exceeding two 

* Note P. S.- •Since the above was written tlu* import duty on 
foreign coftl entering the United States has been reduced from 
$1.25 to 7ri cents per ton. Anthraeiti; is admitted duty free. Tho 
published statements of the exj'orts from Nanaimo, for tho half- 
year endin;^ .'JOth June last, t-how a notable increa«e, wliieli is pro- 
bably due in some measure to this cau^e, however short the inter* 
Vftl for its operation. 
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years in duration: sulijcct to extension if aski-<l for, iii>« 
Btttinfactory (grounds, al the Governor's diHOrLiiou, Tills llw 
is obtainud ugiou cuusu aliown, uod llie paj'nieiit t>f a tritlit| 
fee; nnd erititlea tlie holder to tisclueive mining i 
Bearuh, meanwhile, within ibe limits dcserihcil, mher thnu 6 
gold. 

2. A Prospecting Licence for Coal alonfi, may inclnde w 
in the genefal iiinitA therein detiiit'd. nut exciHiiIing fiv( 
dred acres to euch individual applicant, of previously nnoc 
pied land ; ui two thousand five hundred s 
tioQ or company conMstiug of not less llinn ten persons, 
licence carried with it the right to make road», use til 
erect buildings, and other privileges Htfcossary to prelimiui^ 
espl oral ions. 

3. If BuccesBJuI in the queet, the Snal grant is ohiaincd 4 
the folIowiDg terniB — vi/, : For any quantity u]i to anj in 
ding one thousand acres, at tht^ price of five dollara per ai 
provided always tliat on proof, to the satiKfaciion of the Gove? 
ment, that the sum of ten thou«nnd dollars has been 1 
ticially expended on any land held under Prospecting Liceii| 
lor Coal, a grant of oae thousand acrea of the laud held u 
such Prospecting Licence shall be issued lo the company h 
ing it, without jiayinent of the upset price of SMch land. 
other words they receive, virtually a bonus of five thousa 
dollara, in consideration of the preliminary expenditure nf ^ 
larger sum. Under certain necessary modifications, the si 
general rules apply to mining explorations in quest of i 
other minerals named. I do not, of course, prfitess to g 
details; but I may venture gonemlly on this assurance — IH 
the most liberal interpretation to the provisions of the Oi^ 
nance is always given hy the Government, whether as n 
individnals, or aBsociationa • 

* Note P.S, — ^In tfic AppeniJii will be found a dcscrlp 
Coal-works in operELliun At MiiDiiiino, wbicb lion vrr^ rocenlij'ttl 
giTfa liy '!■ visitor- Appendix B-J. Tlie Kreiit riehes nf Vainioiii 
Island ia ibis iuvuluubte losdil, ^ad tbu eicvlluut quality off 
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In coDcluwoDy the general advantagen of British CulumbiA 
M a fit^ld for immigratioo tnay be briefly itummed. 

A temperate climate, remarkably «alubriouii in it« character ; 
a fertile soil eauily brought into cultivation ; rich and oxten- 
«ve paatureM; abundant natural resources for procuring food; 
land cheaply,, if not grtttuitou«ly, attainoble by the industrioua; 
good government under a liberal conntitution ; security of life 
and property under rigidly executed laws ; facilities for reli- 
gious worship for every denoniination ; a liberal system of 
education, free r»f cost ; ready and cheap [)osral communication 
with all parts of the world ; telegraphic facilities through the 
United States to Canada and Europe ; a wide and constantly 
extending market, soon to be enormously increased by the 
progress of the Canadian Pacific Hallway and other concom- 
itant enterprises. 

To this may be added, the early occupation of a Country 
destined, if all augury be not fallacious, ere long to become, 
in connexion with the Dominion of Canada, one of the most 
important and flourishing dejicndencies of tlje Imperial Crown. 
The distance of British Columbia from England, added to the 
uncertainty or ignorance of its resources, has doubtless so far 
acted against its being regarded favourably as a field for coIo* 
nization. A reference to the scale of passages in the Appendix 
will,' however, show that the ol)joction of distance, at least, 
through increased facilities of hx^omotion, is gradually vanish- 
ing. British Columbia is in reality to-day nearer to London, 
in point of time, than was Canada thirty years ogo. The cose 
is still an objection ; but even this, it is to be ex{)ected, will 
soon be diminished, if not nrnteriully, at least to some extent. 
At present the command of about £10 is necessary for a se- 
cond class passenger ; thus : 

England to New York or Halifax, £C to £8 $40 

To Han Francisco (Currency) by railway 90 

coal produced, upmt ivoin the cominercliil advaiituKca directly ac- 
cruing, poiat 10 a great maaul'acturing future for tUls part of tli# 
Province. 
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where an aWe^bodicrf, indudtri) 
RnJ sober man, rencliing tlie Proi'iiice, h;ia failed of 
Wliat willi the pcrld-mines, the liigh rale ol wages, and 
constant demand for labonr in different ahapes, the good 
finiist can soon psta')!i«h hie footing, and become n tliriving 
laud-owner. If in tliis pOHition he may not at once ntlain to 
opulence, lie realizea a competence, nod, if he Lave u fami^ 
Cun bring ihcm up in resi>c!ctabilitj- and comfort 

1 may state an instance, though for obviooa reasons I 
presB the name. A. B. had been a fanD-]abDrcr in Scot] 
Securing a ateerage paesage in a sailing Tt'Bsel, lie reached 
Victoria in 1863. He at once procured work upon the road 
between Tictoria and Estjuinialt, then in process of improve- 
ment, and found that, living well meanwliile, he coa1d lay by 
a dollar a day out of hia wages. In rhe spring he went to the 
Interior of the Mainland, and obtained ready eraploymentj 
sometimes oj^ an assistant to mining-companies, but ni 
mining on his own account. At tlie end of four yeoi's be 
in a position to buy and partially stock a good farm out ofi 
nccumnlation of his savings. lie is now a proeperoua fei 
having two hundred acres of good land, all enclosed, and 
a krge poition under cultivation ; about a acort 
and numerous swine; a good housej eubstantial (arm-buif 
ings; with boraee, and all the necessary agricultural im] 
ments, including the half-share of a reaping-niac 

This is not a solitary case, but ia cited aa the exampit 

In the Central District of tlie Mainland large fortrtnen hi 
liesn made, l>y parties who had capital at the o«le«t, by cottl 
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f^aztn^r,^ Two brotlicrM, tlm M^-HMr^. Ihirjicr, ciUzcnH (»r tlm 
United 8tflt<*>«, fntm Owi^au, umy be inrntionrrl nn lixivinp; Ix'cri 
very wiccfwful in tliin l»ran(jli c»r liUMin^HH. Several Kn;<li^Ii 
f^intilpttu'iif it may ])V. mUU'df liavifi;;^ n r:<'rfairi (M.rnnian'l of 
i««»anH, Imvc wttlcd in vnrionM ]tnrtn (»(' iIm* ifitcrior, nnrl nrcf 
r<?nii;(ing A rapid roturn /or tlirir invcHtfnmfM. 

T1i<! fijibinf^ lutcri'Hin f»r tlir* iVovInr*? liavc* not liccn w» fiir 
ml(»qimtf'l) (U',V('.\fi\u'(]. In tliiH luandi C'f hiiHJrM'HH tlu'r*? in 
don(;tf<')w ft wido fn'ld itrr frntrrjiri***', which will n(»t long l^e 

An n'gnrd»« Ho(;i(»ty fvw wordn mnnt Hiifflci?; in partM refined; 
it in throughout dccoron^^ lioiopitahle, and iniellig^'nt. 

For the encouragement of irmnigration an appropriation ha» 
fhiM year been made hy the Leginlafure, to the extent of the 
wtr|du» fundn ftvailahle,^«— nince inen?awd ])y an appropriation 
from tlie Federal (Government. Ha far, no Hetth'd wdiemc! in 
eonnexion with thin apjiropriatiorj ha« been fiuhlinhed ; hut it 
may jKiwtildy aj>|)ear in the Appendix. Hitherto a Myntem of 
tum'tHied paw«age»« for donn'Mtie m*rvantM haM been at time» 
adopted }.y private jrfirtieft; and it in prcdiahle that M^^mething 
ofthc «ftme kind may he jjropowid by the government with 
regard U) general innnigrantM. In the former cam! a bojid wan 
executed for the re])ayment of the wum advanced, in due tifno 
after arrival. Female Hervnnt;4, who I may r*'mark arc* greatly 
in dwnttnd^ were generally the wibjectM of tln-w; private ar- 
rangementn; but the itwue wan not alwavH Hatinfactrjry, at leant 
to one party in the crintract: for the (Uiuitu-U were Jikewiw? in 
great d«fniand in another dirctction; and, whatevi;r their jicr- 
»4ona1 chamm, were gr-n^rrally xnapj/erl up in matrimony h>ng 
ere their (rngagetn<?ntM had expired. Hut w^* muwt not rjuarrel 
with the iwue. W the en»ployorj4 were for a while incon- 
Tenienced, a ptiblio ben^-fit, and much individual happincHH, 
were promoted ; albeit that thin expanded view of the quert' 
lion may have borne with it little conwdation at the time. 
Loarlng anide, however, all qucHtlon tin to the detail of th« 
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Miljcimf that may hv. cont(^mpIafc<l by tlu) CiovernrnGnt to pro- 
tiioK* (}ic I'tid ill viitw, I may VHiture ut leuMt on thiM general 
HMMiinirict* — that, wliat(!Viir thu mtmMiiriiM adopted^ both m 
rcgardH tho. jiarticular claMM of itnniigrantK referred to, and 
otlHM'M iiiorii /avoralily cir(!uniMtanf*'<'d, \]wy will be Much tiM to 
con tt'i hull; to tlu^ iriiiiMHliate eaNe, and ultimate proHjHirity of 
all. And, on the j)art of the People generally, I may Nnfoly 
add, that a (cordial and a hoMpitjible welcome will bo cheerAiUy 
exti'ndcd to Hticli uh may de^side on tnaking their Aiture home 
in liiilTiHii (JoLUMiilA — the youngeitt daughter of the 
Dominion — the fair, and fertile, and ha[>py Province of the 
Wkht. 
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CIIAPTEll X. 

SUPPLKMKNTAUr. 

Indianh and Indian Mihhionm — State of Sooibtt— 

CaUMKH of IAHT IlKTAttDATION OF TUB PhOVINOK — 
rJKNKHAL l»HO(lUKhH ON TUB PaOIFJO C0A8T, WITK 
KXTKNT AND OOHT OF JUlLWAYH ALHKADV BXISTINO— 
Hj'AIlH OF HhITIHII CoMJMlUA — UhUAL i)lMENHION» OF 
TIIOHK HIIIP1»KD TO VARIOUH MAHKET8 — SaN JuAN 
CiUKHTION — KnD. 

'i*he fon'going jmgeN, with the exception of flomo few notcn 
and addenda ntade duritig the progreHft ot the print'ng, 
were comt)OMed and itent in to the Government previoua to the 
25th of May, tins date originally fixed for the completion of 
the contpetitive treatiKCH. An extenMJon of the time for another 
month had been mmnwhile accorded, of which, ignorant till 
too lat(!, the writer could not take advantage. He ayaila him» 
iielf, therefore, of the opportunity now afforded, to add a few 
Miipi>1<*mcntary remarku, unfettered by the trammeli undar 
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which the previous |)ortion wa« composted, and which seem 
called for hy circumstances which have since come under hia 
notice. 



It Miems necessary to put the reader on his guard against 
certain misrepresentations to which Britisli Columbia has been 
subjected ; and it will not, I trust, be regarded as a case of 
special pleading if I attempt to do so. It is true that some 
candidly-written works have appeared, to which honorable 
reference is made in the resume of the published authorities 
elsewhere given. But other works, again, have been written, 
of quite a contrary tendency : and, the evil report being too 
often more readily accepted than the good, the effect of these, 
if we may judge from the comments they have elicited, seems 
to be predominant. Whatever the instigation to such produc- 
tion — whether the disappointment of over-sanguine hopes, the 
exaggerated perception of minor difficulties, or, imder a less 
charitable supposition, the pecuniary inducement " to make 
a book" — it matters not to enquire : but the effect is 
there. A " book " is made ; not in the cant acceptation of the 
hahitve.'i of the turf, but in a sense directly important to the 
public, because productive of a positive injury to many. 

My attention has been directed to two works coming under 
some one or other of the terms of the above category, which 
have recently been published. Upon these I have made, in 
the Appendix, some passing remarks, certainly not inferring a 
very favorable judgment, either of th.e degree of knowledge or 
of good faith by which they are characterized. One ot them, 
flourishing in fair type and with a very sensational imaginary 
picture, might well be dismissed, upon its own merits, from 
serious consideration : the other derives factitious importance 
from its being honored with notice in a publication so widely 
read and so influential as the Saturdai/ Review^ through the 
columns of which paper, alone, I am partially acquainted with 
its tenor. These two books, with the remarks of the reviewer 
upon the lattery-cold ly expressed and dubiously worded 



tlifiiigli Ilia nppmliation be — fiivm llio text fi>r a-rtnin remd 
wliidi I now mnke, in extension of tlie ciiraorj noiicc nffl 
Bul'j»'cl8 before given. 
. I liHve remarked oT ilio Indian pnpwiation tliat, in tliei 
Intioii to the colcinislH, tlie services of tlie ymitig m«lS 
tni-ncd to good accmint ; and tliot all are rtriclJy tinder T 
l.iw. At tlie outset of tlie gcnerul roloniiuitlun of the Conofl 
ill 1858, It i» not imt-iTibiible tliat a q<wd many < 
murders of wliiic men look place; for tlie sudden iafliu 
Home twenty or thirty thoueaud men, ere yet the i 
of goremincnt was fairly Organised, led naturally to i 
disorders. With the multitude, among a majmiy of well- 
dispestnl person!!, no small leaven of tlie worst diameters from 
California, as might be Buppo»i'd, was mingled : and it cannot 
be doubted that in certain caaea the flpgreBsrionB, or brutal 
excesses, of such led to retaliation, Bometimea upon innocent 
victims. Pi-evious to tliia the Hudeon's Bay Company,* w ith. 
■whom ibe adminiftration of the affairs of Vancocver Island 
that time rested, under charter from the Imperial GoveniKt 
had Buccessfuliy restrained the naliveH from molesting tlie fl 
settlers who tlien occupied a portion of the nascent Coloi 
The judicious administration of the resident Chief Factor, 1 
present Sir James Douglas, K. C. B. — then Governor of V 
cnuvcr Island, and afterwards, when disconnected fl-om i 

• The pnat Uudaon's Boy Companj- — the eUeu a 
tlie hiLnly .\oriL -Westers of ilnDUeal and of the original traded 
HudBon'B Biij, united bj tLe Conliilon of 1S2!— are here r"-^ 
tn : A co-pflrtiiery of interests bel*eea the Stock-hold era ii. 
doD and the OOicers in tbe Country, since terminated, aau 
modetlcd 00 a different bnals. Lest it shoald be supposed, n 
nome at a distance mig-ht be templed to iosinuale, ihut the CcS. 
pnoy fia now organiged still retain a dominant Eway in tbe politlCf 
of British Columbia, it ma; be stated that their iaSacnce in tbig 
regard is here no greater tban possibly in London — or in Timbnc 
too. The Company of tbe present day is purely a mercantile 
association, denuded, here as elsewhere, of all its former power 
nni preelifft. As merchants, however, under tbe excellent leeal 
m (in age men I provided, they obtain justly iho highest public coafi- 

iiiiiip mercantile infiucnce. in all respects bpnefiiiiil lo the PrcTfm' 
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' PrcTinM^ 



CotnifAttyf iffUfih m^vXUfun oftlic? pn?wriit I'rovinc*!, at firnt fcir 
iK^rie y^uTH nfimraUt^^ut'OimmU'il wifh tlu; tt'ltnimMc nyp^inn 
wlik'li pri;vatU'4 ihrr^tigliout tfio (/Otuitry, in tlic nmtmpr<'rn<'nt 
of th4j (JomjtfUfy*** nfTmrM, tiMrmittUiiii an anlttr iiu\uUirru\fUui 
\fy my m*rmiH onthrauks KUkUwm tintl intunuU'ruiUfUf UttU' 
per«d \fy jutlkwun dnutu'tm, w«»'«j iliu Mtii' m^arain of iUm 
ttmrktd musGitm : and whijti ati (;xig<'nr;y dirtfrnnflcd ihu tfvm" 
moml ex^rctm o( M^Vf^rity, iiuiMttwui wttn confined Ui this 
fguiliy ulvtWf mid twacitmiry jut^imt in nil (nmm u*m\fur(u\ by 
MUsrcy, No wond(;r, tlifn, tlmt tin; Mudd<;n inundtttion r/ thcj 
Cifnnity hy a /kx>d oftt^lvcrntunttw, \\u\m\t\i\UiU'A to jnU!r<;^>urmj 
with tl»($ imtivc; rit<;(;M, arid whotn tl^'y ngard^td iim nimngi^rr, 
diM^rgfitiiM^l pravlotM v^himni, Hut nritlAli law N«></ri wmMud 
iU Hwuy* Th« cxciri^w^ of th<? ♦?viI-dI«j;o>Mrd ttinofig t1i<? immi- 
graniH wi;rc* (;h(;ck<;d with t}i<>' Mtrong hand, I)«rti;f;t($il ciilj/ritu 
fimmjg th(j nutivcrM Mit/Tunrd jinniMmHtnt nutUtr (iua U^ttl j/ro- 
CWK*; and thuH ord*tr w/i» r«rMfor<;d, '^u},m'(im'.ui\y it h<'-<;anM5 
li«ij<^>wary to wnj/Ioy wtvirn* nM'MMiir<*M uj/^/n th<? W<;»t (/OJw«t (/f 
Vancouver Inland. Oua or two villiig«»H wito hoffihardiTd by 
vc^'^M^li* of Jiijr M«jc«ty*« ft^puwlron, in ord^^r U; ('/>tn\ti*] tho 
ddivi'fy of ort»jnd«rM guilty of cjrinM*« ttguinnt a »hij> wn/^ikod 
cr<^^and a mhjfary dn^ad wax <;Mahli»h<'d in all \mriH along 
ih& Comif which thc« {H;riodli;al vii^it of a gun-boat m'.r\i*M to 
maintaiti and Himtif^Uctt, 

In tho int<;H4/r of thit Mainland, wIm'H', m I hav<; nrniarkifd, 
th& Indiana Ant tnort$ Mji^ir^rly distributed, and ar4$ alM/g<;th(;r 
a rac« morally MU^nrrior Uf thomi of th<j ('oant, ord«;r han been 
I04<j<^*«*»fully nmintainiid by thtj (/ivil J'owitn Tho nativ«rM, 
Ji;ng habituatird to our amUitn^f tjirough int<;r<;our>wj with tho 
ibmi(;f Irad^rrM, harmonic; Wf;ll with iliit pn/M^nt o<;<;u|;antM; 
and th« kind tr<'Atni<'nt gtii^rrally t'.xit'Uth'ti Uf ihtnn by th« 
yKfM'diHjHmttlf maiun^M good- will, Jt m In iha ^^IhlmimlfUi 
Land*' alotit?, mUmUA b^rfwH^n th« frontier of th(j msUM 
region of the Int«;rior, and the main- land ('oast, that any dan* 
ger of w;lli>»ion, how<;ver remot<f, in Uf be apprehended, Thu 
uativcK along thiM line, Muitc^l near the ra{4d» which interrupt 
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the nnvigiition of t!m minor riviTs ilii«--inbi'gulng t 
CuHHt — [lie pointH TnvHt lUvornhle fur tlieir HHlnion-Gr 
are DumerouB; buJ, owing tu tliL-ir seuliision, compamtfl 
more inJe and uncullivattc] ihsn the r^'s). HirougbJ 
cau^e, {iiirtly, and piirtly rii>m oiiuHnt lliat }inve never f 
satisfttctDrily explained, «inie eight yeurK n^, a ]uirty o 
in the employ of the lute Mr. WadJington lost their li 
the Iiead of Bute InJi't, uptin the Vine rf road now under 01 
ration for the Canadian -Pacific Ruilwny: and recfnfly a 
nii«underalanding haa taken place at tlie Folks of ilie Sk« 
bat unattcndsd with loss of life or personal molestation. 4 
first iras settled hy the loonl Governiuent, thongfa at j 
pecnniary cost, by the punighincnt of the murderers !V 
second, originating in the accidental buruing of a Ti]|| 
through the negligent act of some trnvelling-pnrty o 
way to the Peace River niincH, has been arranged 1 
vernor Tmlch, on the part of the Dominion GovernmentJ 
a trifling money-payment for the loss auxtained — an n 
ment no less judicious, than ei^uitable under the circomatan- 
ces. As regards this class of the nntivca, however, it may 
be hoped that, under prudent nianflgcment, and with the 
knowledge of our real power that exists, al! occasion for Uifl 
exercise of future severity will be averted. 

1 have said that the former Governments of the ci-devant 
Colony have been nnpardonably supine with regard to the 
Indians. I mean this relatively, as concerning their positive 
elevation in the social scale: not as inferring want of sym- 
pathy in their actual condition. For the Indiana have 
always shared, equally with the white residents, the protec- 
tion of the law; and this they have been made to nnde^ 
stand, and are fully aware of. But there is a wide field for 
their material improvement — material, indeed, but implying 
a concomitant amelioration if a deeper and a holier nature; 
for the two go hand in hand, and cannot be dissevered. I 
have casually notieed the missionary efforts that are in pro- 
gress; and I may add that, so far as is apparent, a degree rf 
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noaDimity prevails, despite the formal differences of creed, 
which argues well for the general progress. For, admitted 
tbat a common end be in view, it is surely impolitic to dis- 
turb the minds of the neophytes, by questions of whether 
the good teaching be of Paul or of A polios. Be not 
alarmed, however, kind reader. We are not about to enter 
upon a polemical disquisition. The point is noticed because 
we have witnessed elsewhere the evil consequences of such 
warfare of sect against sect, to the common detriment of all. 
But as an adjunct to moral and religious teaching, however 
sealously applied, the inculcation of solid industry, and the 
material elevation of the Indian in the social scale, are ele- 
ments essential to success ; and where such success may have 
been hitherto partially obtained, it will be found thut to this 
combination of effort, mainly, it is attributable. To this 
end the co-operation and aid of the Government are an im- 
portant condition : and it is satisfactory to know, that, under 
the new relations of the Province, this co-operation will ere 
long be afforded. The success of Mr. Duncan, the Superin- 
tendent of the Church Missionary establishment at Methla- 
VMvL before referred to, only partially fostered by the autho- 
rities as his exertions may have been, is an example of what 
may be effected under zealous and judicious management. 
I am aware that the efforts of this gentleman have been 
occasionally scoffed at or under-rated ; but every enterprise 
of the same nature has been subjected to similar detraction, 
— ^the value of which, therefore, in this case may be readily 
estimated. My own conclusion, from information directly 
and indirectly acquired from unquestionable sources, is that 
much good has been already effected, and a solid ground- 
work laid for wide prospective improvement. Yet it is to 
be regretted that in the conduct of this mission, admirable 
though its success has been, a grave oversight is suffered to 
continue by its sustainers. Its policy is too much centered 
in an individual — in many points of view an evil, and obvi- 
ously in this; that, no successor being in course of pre- 
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pamtion, worp the present Superintendent to die to-mom 
the whole edifice which he hae founded nitb so luneti ji 
wuuld prohahly crumble to iho ground, Division of UIh 
80 Dceessary iu the mechauienl arte,* is no less benefieiiit 

BiiHsioniiry enterprise. 

Various niiiisioDg have ut different limes been eslablisBl 
amoiig ilie Iniliuiis of the North-west ; some of which, 
that just noticed, liavc been partially successfulj w 
others, through neglect of proper conditions, have sign 
failed. Enst of the Uoety Mountains an Kpiscopalian Mis- 
sion hua been iu operation on the Mix»in!pi, or Kngliah 
Biver, which has, I undt-ratond, attained a fair measure cf 
Buccesa. This mission, which haa existed for the last thirty 
years, was foundt'd and liburally endowed under the will of 
the late Mr. James J^eith, formerly a Chief Factor of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, for the special improvement of the 
natives among whow it haa been placed. Upon the Sas- 
katchewan, and at Lake Winipej;;, on my last visit to Hud- 
sou'a Bay, in 1842, a i;v'e8leyaa Mission had been TtcentJy 
established; and there were abo Roman Catholic Missions 
arioua parts. On the Columbia Eiver, in the parts which 

rbe htiporUnce of ihis axiom ie notably recognUed l>f Ihu 
ili, in tbe udinirBb!i; diHciplint of Cbi^ir mUsionB. WhiU regu- 
juborJiualitiu is maintnined, augbt approacbing tu ft prepun- 
deruiidg-iadividuul iuflu^D-ev is rigidly diseounteaHuceil. AU unite, 
encli ia liis separate path^ to promoie the comnioa end : uod oim 
.leader being removed hy destti or otlier cause, Anollier is not 
wanting to supply tbe defiuiency. Witb somo I toay posaibly incur 
a di^gree of odium for tbus instanciug as ud c:(ample, tho proceed- 
iogs of u, body Ti'bom 1 koow it is the fashioa to decry, fiutldo 
so adTisedly- — wicbout reference to tbe remote political nspinitJoiH 
wbicb its membera are supposed constantly to keep in view, uul 
of which I do not profess to judge — but solely in accoriiance witlf 
tbe beneficent results of their exertioDS, as misaionaries, trtiicb 1 
mysell' hece witucGsvd- I may add, that I recall with enlisfaS' 
lion the many pleasant honrs which— apite of formal difference of 
creed — 1 have enjoyed, in byc^ne itmea, in the remote receMMftf 
the interior, along the line of the Bocky Jlonntiins, in . __ 
of njy woriby friends of tbia indefatigable Order : aolably, ) 
Fathers Nobili, De Vos, Vercruysse, Accoiti, Mingarini, '^ 
oihcEs ; some of whom bore since gone to their test, whilo tX* 
lilJ coutjnue their self-denying labours in various parti. 
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\fy ibd Trettiy of 1K40, boonitto porilnum of Ui<i IJtiIi4?(l HUtUmf 
MYonil ifiliMtionnry oMiftbliMltmotiU Wdm foundfid iti iHiO by 
Amin'iottti melei\Mf mi fifUtrwardM ftbandoncrfi In dcxtmir of 
§ue6eim, One of ilioMo, Itowovor, oorHluot^xl, oti itto ttioro 
iolid brndtf 1 liiivo iftdioittod, hy Uia llGVorond Dr. Wliiirtifln, 
g»y6 mirticmt of n tnoro fdvorablo Innm, llui a MfulJ^otttttntro- 
pti<» md^ly dlnMijmUd ilio linttguitio Iioiiom ilmi liiul lio«ti 
fwm^i Tbo MoomIok broke out In IH47, nnd, ignomtii or 
&«gl60tAil of tbo Klinpto noofiMiiry pritonutionM undor tho 
diiMMM«; tnttny of ibe nntivim woro anrridd off, ibrotigbout 
ib« ootttttry* Whif«porM of foul jdoy and ovit influonoo woro 
ifi«ititiftt«4 Into tbo orodtilouM mlndM of iho »iirviv(yr«; and 
itMrir unitnoMity, onoo rouf«(id, whk roiMlily dirootod ngalnMt 
tbolr bonofttOiorM« A Muddon niinok wnn nii^Io; roMuUing in 
ib« tftfiMiftoro of ibo woriby I)r« Wbiinmn, U\n wifo, nnd 
oitunrtf oonnootod with thoMmMion,'*' Hinoo ibm ontintirofibo 

^ Tti(> mfiftion dUUon of t^r, WliiMfmrt wnM nttMint; ilm Oa^toomm, 
Ai WttUfitpoo «*'iii' WttlU Wiillft In Wn><hln^Mi» Territory. Tliftf« 
(l^^mM io bo Huh (\otthi iUni Mift inMU^ntor f.o Uiin rr^Arfdl ftmNNHc.rn 
WA(< on« Jm f^AwU, i^nid io tmvn ht^nu a Montiofti who ;4nhf<f^(|untiUy 
6tAf1«d pntiidhmtifU h^ nhMrondifiK to iht* VtoMninifipt. A iMtr-iouM 
t^xetnolllfcAiiott of ihu r*^st»^r.t hi wlii<^li ili*» p^opl^ ttf iUt^ WuiUdu*^ 
tJny (Jotfi|m[iy Wftre 1iH<l by Uift imtlvt^M, w«3 wfror^l^d on ihjq fl«<J 
miKMUiHi Two liot<«i i<o«« of ontt of tlift OHh^^ff*, wli/» w^rw uutUr 
i\w (irtrft of Mr. WhHoiwo. for iiiMlon, wnf^ <'ftll*««l forfli )»y finm** nn 
tti«« mAMftCftt l^f'jfHfi, «n<l from thw v^-r)- \fpt*fit*ui'ti of thn poor \nt\y 
who tt mom<»ot wfitir f^^ll n vlrtliii, TIj^v w*ir« inUpu vUnr^ft^ of l»y 
ih« ehl^f, ttod K^nt on tjorp*<lMH?k, utio^r paf-nri, to thr« ttijjrtrunt 
oOKt of th« (Umpnuy tti Wftllm Wnlln, Hul»Pfr«j<MMj»ly l.lit< IjUj^ (MiU'f 
Fftt^ior l'«iof Hkftf II 0|t»J*<ii. who wHh fhn pr^f^^^ot Hlr Jitm^s I)onj/hi» 
ftt ilmi ilo»« i^iipfrhtifin'lAd ih^^ ntfn\rtt of Uim (^oliioihhi. Prfmriotf^iit, 
rnnnomod from ih*< ImJUiffi, nii'l »Imi« j»rohfihl,y p«.v«wj iJmi I1v»ii», of 
A nofrthwr of Atiif'rl^fiii Iroml^rimU who Unf\ h^^n irmMi' «^MjiUv»tfi, 

ii U iff Utitfrtini, how^v«»r, to iioth'.w how «.ll Mo'p»i inat».*ira «lov<i- 
iftil wHh «ft«h oth«r. Th« «>{|«ti*io'ft of Hi-lijsh Hohioihln. Mf* «. (!ol- 
ony^sxHft (lytftfi ihfti Kooitfir or InU^r oiiiei of rotirw*^ h<iy*t tfi'vunni — 
WftK 4lrftCily hrtfii«»nf<l hy lh« *JVfiiit r^tUf«*<l, h^hMrn-M for \.\w iUtw 
from otif nnuni ncftitm in fh« «^ni, \iy Uiw ('oliimhlM. Hlv^tf, Uiroiti^h 
ih«* WAr Umi f*xJf>ifffl h^lw^^'ii ih« AoM'rhmfi ilnytwuuwtM nut) thft 
lrt41ft0K==kiiowti lornlly na ihft (faf/oftMc War wn w^r^ ffnn)>*i|f»»<l, 
bl iM/iH, io forr« our Wiiy to f1l« iUtnai \ty ih^ |j»i»^ of ihft KlrtBnr, lo 
orrt*«r M* Import, th^ n-oniml Piij>pllf« tur th<' lh»<rJor. I^'ortmrnti'ly, 
ttn If hy orophftth'- fttitlcljmtJon, roiif^t* in thiq »lJr^*^tlon IohI ln'««n 
«»*plor^d dui'liijf »h*i piiinm^ra of iMt/j wihI jfU7, My oii»t of iImb", 
nirlking iti« J^rnet^r t^i ih<i point nliovi^ Vf^lc whf^r*) (h« Ai(tA(Kn<)itt 



all missionsry culcrjiriac, upon tlie lino of ibo Colanj 
Bivcr, boil, I tn^liiivc, bncn conlinaU lo llm Kumnn Citlfatj 
On tho I'cnd' uruille tribntmy, near the MoaaduTy lAm 
J<»uit luisaion hna buua in operation for many 
tbrough which much gcwd has beoo ofloctvJ — u ii^Nted 
com mou-la hour, uodcr eslabliahod rulee, beioK !■» 
rouutlutiuu ul «uci;cwi. Ah far buck tu 1842, the lal« 1 
Bovcrutid llinhup IDcincirN — Ihtn n priusl, ntid aflcn 
B. C. Jtisbop of iho itiOccac — pSMod a winUir tinder 1 
wriUr'a roof ut Alexundriu, wbere it rutlo charub wn* ereO 
nndcr Iiih Mopcrviaiun by tbc natives : nml nt present, at | 
fcroDt poinU there arc niiaKion-iitntioDa conducted hj cUJ 
of ibe varioiui douomiiiuiions^ nhu»c labours, it tiiaf ■ 
bopvd, arc moro or 1cm oooounigiid bj' sacc^^Rs. 

I have thought it proper, cvcq at the risk of being t«dd 
lo dwell at aoiuc length upuu this topic, In ordnr to dta 
the imprcflHion that uppcars to havo gone abroad, that 1 
Natives of Dritiah Columbia are in u euudilinn uf a' 
burbarixm — than wbii-h no titatcnicnt cau Iw more falloou 
That the lar{^ majorily of the Cosal tmllrinH are, 
a very degraded condition, tun; nut be eimtn^alcd : Init ^ 
is nothing in their condnctlo justify the fabulous tales uf vj 
tnn blood-thirst, as agiiin^t the whiten, Ihut have been li 
promulgated, 'i'hicviiih, and doplorably liceutioiu in t 
habits, as they doubtliBS are, ihry have been ovi 
■be law; and the sctidii, at IcHRt, of moral improvewot 
tardy and rcwoic though the frriiwth mny be, aoi] lui 
by the corruptions promoted by Iho lower grades ( 
civilixed race — have been enst anicm^ tbrin. Nor lot J 
considoraliou be received with sneering incredulity, Preoapt 
and czaniplc are nt-vcr without effect, albeit sliiw, und at firat 
imperceptible. The Good is perceived : and though, as wjtlt 
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the heathcD Poet of old, it may not at once be practised, the 
leaven has been introduced which, with time, must operate. 

Upon the superior character of the Interior tribes I have 
already remarked, and need not expatiate. Yet even to 
these, in common with the others, the most groundless 
charges have been applied — even to that oi cannibalism^ if we 
may judge from the reviewer's comments. The revolting 
charge may be unhesitatingly contradicted : the ^' brave and 
blood-thirsty cannibal/' the bug-bear held out to " unfortu- 
nate stray settlers," does not exist here. The only instance 
that might in any way couutonanco the shameful accusation 
that I ever knew, took place, or was reported to have taken 
place, many years ago at Fort George, in the remote interior; 
where an Indian, whose name I have forgotten, was said to 
have had recourse to the horrible expedient, to save life 
while starving in the mountains. The Indian thus accused, 
however, was regarded as a kind oi pariah by the rest ; and 
by the voyageurs, with a pious horror, was designated the 
Marigeur Je momhy and scrupulously shunned. Other eases 
may possibly have occurred, under similar circumstances ; 
but this is the only one that ever came under my individual 
notice — and I have witnessed at times, and sometimes haply 
had it in my power to alleviate, miseries of famine which, 
if aught might questionably excuse the revolting expedient, 
might indeed have justified it IJut, fur the honor of human 
nature in its primitive state, I am proud to say the vile 
temptation was resisted, with a persistency of physical endu- 
rance which, witness the records of history, is not too strongly 
characteristic of our own boosted civilization. 

Neverthelcps, there was formerly a superstitious custom 
among the natives of the Coast, not yet, possibly, quite ex- 
tinct in parts, which, under an exa*:geratcd or malevolent view, 
might be urged to countenance the charge. This custom is 
analogous in character, if not identical with, a practice (>f 
which we read, w^hether fabulously ur not I do not profess to 
determine, as having existed among certain European na- 
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lions — tliL- Jj^ranthnipia of the AnoJentB, ihe Laup-gat 
France, the FcrsiaD Qktmle, the Teutonic Wekr-ioul/— 
probably, the resuit of a Bimuiated ecBtacy of Bupenttitbfl 
origin, rusolvJug iUelf, itt tiiuua, into a rca) phretiay. In 
tiAsc imiDCiliatcly roforrod to the object was to constiCd 
power aa "a Man of Modioine"— rcquival(int to the AfWJ 
/HiuA, or the like. In tlie Soutbora purls of Voneouil 
lalaud this assumed wolf-madDcaa took the ahiipe of tciLrin^ 
liviDg dogs to piticea witb the teeth; among the liclln-bellaB 
of Milbaiili Sound uf biting pieces of fletih fruiu the arms of 
the unrcaiBting bystanders durint; the progress of the r 
and farther North, as I have been assured but never myM 
witnBBSed, of teuring to pieces and even partially deTourS 
a sacrificed slave, llevoltiag aa lUe statemeut may app< 
it will be estimated at its full value, if employed to Busti) 
a charge whioh, ignoruatly or presumptuously advanced, t 
been only too credulously accepted. 

The dificreaco to which I have several times advcrteql 
esistiog between the nativea of the Interior districts a 
occupants of the Coast, in customs, character, and lauguu 
indicates unmistakably a diversity of origin. The natt^ 
of what I have termed the "Debatable Land" — tboae o 
pying the line intermediate between the Coast and i 
Interior — arc obviously of miied eztrnction through i 
marriage, and participate in the characteriatics of both r 
It is, however, aside from my purpose to eater iuti) pard] 
lars regarding this question, which is one rather for j 
ethnologist than the general enquirer. Neverthelesa,! 
regards the several tribes that fringe the Northern ConBl^ 
the Continent, from the borders of California up to Cod 
Inlet, where they interlock with the Western Esquimau] 
may state the concluBioti at which wo may, I think led 
niatelj arrive : namely, that they originate from the 1 
wjid — from Japan, the Kuriloa, and elsewhere, TbcM^ 
Inuny points of physical resemblance, with probably real 
traceR of customs, which iodieatc the origin of loine of tfal 
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at least^i from Japan. Whether the immigratioa ia the re- 
mote past ha« been voluntary or fortuitouB, it is of course 
vain to conjecture : but the poBsibility of the latter supposi- 
tion baa been convincingly established, even within the limit 
of mj own experience. For in 1884, in consequence of 
Indian mmoors which had reached the Columbia River 
daring the preceding winter, a vessel was despatched from 
Fort Vancouver to Queen-hlUilth,* south of Cape Flattery, 
to enquire into the circumstances of a reported wreck. 
Captain McNeill, the Commander, on arriving there, found the 
remnants of a Japanese junk, and purchased from the natives 
A quantity of pottery and other articles that had formed por- 
tions of her cargo. He likewise brought away three Japanese, 
the survivors of a crew originally consisting, as we under- 
stood, of forty ; the rest having perished at sea, of hunger. 
It appeared that, having been dismasted in a typhoon and 
lost their reckoning, the junk had drifted for many months 
until at length stranded. Since then frequent mention has 
been made of disabled junks having been encountered at sea 
in the North Pacific, by whalers, and the survivors of the 
crews rescued from their perilous condition. All these were 
more or less advanced in their drift towards the American 
Continent. On board one of them was found, among other 
merchandise, about 12,000 pounds of Beeswax. This cir- 
cumstance affords the clue whereby the nationality of another 
junk wrecked long ago upon the Coast, near the mouth of 
the Columbia River, can be inferential ly established. A 
tradition of this existed when the first traders settled there 
in 1810 ; and some of the crew were said to have reached the 
shore alive. This tradition, however, derived direct corrob- 
oration from the fact, that quantities of beeswax were con- 
stantly found in the sands at Clatsap, on the southern shore 
of the estuary — ^the indicated point of shipwreck. As late 
* as 1855, indeed, after violent storms, cakes of the wax, re- 

* This, or its immediate Yicioity, was the scene of the destruction 
of the ** Tonauin," and massacre of the crew, in 1811. See Fran- 
chkn'g trftveif , and Artoria^ by WasUiagton Ir?iag. 
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taining thuir original form aoA quttu uucorroded 1 

were atill occnaionully disi'ovored — the aolo difference o 
able between it and the reocnt eubstance being, that it n 
of a finer quality, huf Jer, ami partially bleached by exposure.* 
Witlial, the raei; bus greatly diminished iu imuibers ainoe 
their coaUiet with Eurajieans. One tribe, the iJhiuooks cd' 
the Lower IJolumbin Uiver, — uunieroua when first I knew 
theui, — has aliuuat entirely vanished: and along the North- 
ern Ooaet a constuut diuiinition is perceptible, uiori^ capooially 
among those who have immediate interooursc with the 
Whiles. For tlua, divers obvious oaases may be assigood. 
The oceamnal devastation by epidemics, aach as sniull-pox, 
is one: of this last-men tiuned disease, however, the spread 
has been maeh diuiiniahed of late by vaeoination. A second 
fertile eause has been, doubtless, the supply of intoxicating 
liquors — deleterious if not positively poisonous compounds — 
by unscrupulous men of the lowest and the laziest class. The 
laws established for the prevention of this offence, both 
within the Province and in the adjacent Territory of the 
United States, are stringent, and every effort is made to 
enforce them: nevertheless constant evasions occur; and it 
baa been seriously mooted whether, if it ho found impracti- 
cable to suppress the nefarious traffic entirely, it might not 
be prudent to legalise it under due restrictions. Upon this 
vexed question I am not called upon at present to advance 
an opinion. It will doubtless soon come under the notice of 
the Federal Government; and be decided either in the way 
proposed, or by the adoption of suppressive measures more 
cogent in their character, and more efficiently carried out, 
than those at present in operation. A third and last cause 
may be only passingly adverted to : the physical contamina- 
tion which a degraded and licentious intercourse carries with 
it, against which no laws can provide. Yet, even amonj^ 
some of the interior races, and while still their communi- 
tiou with the Whites was very limited, a mysterious decay 
was ap parent, rcferrible to none of the causes mention! 
* Bee Appendix H-2. 
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PnlmoDary affeotioos were the form in whioh the decay of 
the vital power was manifested in the ohildreD : and each 
successive generation showed a greater ratio of deaths, 
chiefly of confirmed phthisis. A great change in the ordi- 
nary habits of life might be suggested as the most obvious 
cause of this degeneration. The substitution, among many, 
of European clothing for the primitive dress of skins, alter- 
nated at times with unwonted exposure through uncertainty 
of supply, might well induce, in part, the efifect noted. But, 
while noting the general efifect that has resulted, it is bootless 
to speculate too narrowly as to the cause. 

It may possibly be considered by some, that I have dwelt 
with too much minuteness upon the subject of which we will 
now take leave. But its importance in considering the con- 
dition of the Province is, I trust, an adequate excuse. The 
amelioration of the native race, moreover, is a proposition 
not to be lightly ignored. While asserting for ourselves the 
privileges of civilization, we assume also its responsibilities : 
and whether in our relations as a Government, or as individ- 
uals, it is necessary that these responsibilities should be kept 
in view. 



The question of the general condition of society within 
the Province has been very summarily dismissed in the text. 
I might here repeat emphatically the expressions already 
used, and thus convey the only contradiction which I might 
condescend to give to the disparaging insinuations which 
have been published. But I am not to constitute myself the 
apologist of the British Columbians against every absurd 
attack ; and they would, indeed, be little thankful to me for 
the exercise of a chivalry so superfluous. I will confine 
myself, therefore, to a brief notice of some of the circum- 
stances that have contributed to the establishment in this 
young community, of a degree of order and respect for the 
law, which among eye-witnesses has excited general admira- 
tion. In 1858, as I have before casually mentioned, Victoria 
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was auflilenly awakened from a previt-uB iranoe by the u 
□f Buccessire crowiJa of cogur immigninUj attracted by t 
report of tlic gold-discoTerira on tlje Fraser.. A vast 1 
motley BKiemblage was soon collected in tlie hitherto t 
vicinage. How many there really may have been cannoM 
correctly estimated. I have set the number down vagnely 
20 or 30 thoKsand — there were probably more : and f 
them, it is needlesa to add, there wan no small propDrtioR'4 
turbulent charactern, each armed with Ilia bowie-knife or hts 
revolver,and geaerally disposed to set the restniintB of the law 
at defiance. Into this crowd of desperadoes the constable — 
for primitive Victoria boasted, I believe, but of one — proceed- 
ed to arrest an oiTeiider. No personal injury was done to the 
minion of the law, but as a matter of courHe his prisoner was 
renciied by the aurrounders. Governor Douglas, receiving 
Dotice of this occurrence late in the evening, at once despatched 
a message to Captain — the present Admiral — Richards, th^i 
at Esquiraalt in command of H.M.S, Plumper. In leas thaaa 
hoiu: atter the receipt of the Governor's niessagf-, the PittnS 
ateamed into Victoria Harbcur. The marinea were Iunded,4 
after a very brief interval of eeaich, the rescued prisMier 4 
re-arrested by the Civil arm, and beforS niidnjglit w 
. lodged in the baalioQ of the old Fort — the prison of thepeia 
The firm, yet quiet, assertion of the law on this dc 
at once a salutaiy effect. Afterwards, when the macliili 
for maintaining public order was fully organised, alt rfiffi 
ties gradually dia.i[ipeared. I might hei'o pay a tribute 
acknowledgment, personal to those who have been instruM 
tal in carrying out the laws ; but good taste wa 
refrain. Yet I may safeiy say, that to the unflinching rigB 
of the juduciary, and the -energy ol the stipendiary magr 
the good rcHultij are mainly due : and I may add that 4 
goad Bease and law-abiding sentiment of the majonly of 'j 
piipulaliou, have co-operaled to the desirable end. No e, 
measui'es, such as the exigencies of society have at tinieafl 
manded elBewhere, have here been requisite, 
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bem conducted with an order and a propriety such as 
one might expect to witness in an older country ; and al- 
though a sprinkling of bad characters may still remain^ 
the majority find it expedient to quit a scene where their evil 
deeds cannot be exercised openly with impimity. The good 
understanding, too, which has always existed between the 
local Government and the United States authorities, our neigh- 
bours — ^with the Ex- tradition Treaty and the facilities afforded 
by the electric telegraph — ^has aided reciprocally in promoting 
tiie maintenance of order in both communities. I am glad to 
haye the opportunity of referring incidentally to the existence 
of this £riendly understanding, which no circtunstances have 
occurred to interrupt ; and which, with the constant inter* 
communication that subsists, is in all respects mutually benefi- 

daL 

At the outset of his comments on the statements upon which 
he professes to foimd a judgment, the reviewer remarks that 
no country has so signally disappointed expectation as British 
Columbia. What the sanguine expectations formed may possi- 
bly have been, it is needless to inquire ; but as far as the 
gold-yield alone is concerned, the recorded returns for the 
last fourteen years elsewhere given — equal to an average of 
£30 sterling per annum for every individual of the present 
European population— -do not surely justily the assertion. 
Withal, we may admit, generally, that just expectations have 
not been adequately fulfilled : and for this reasons may be 
assigned. In the first place the marvellous policy of the Im- 
perial Eulers in placing the two sections which compose the 
the present Province under distinct governments, as separate 
Colonies, was directly impeditive of success. The puerile 
jealousies hence engendered, moreover, continued to exercise a 
baneful influence, even after the cause whence they originated 
had been removed. A retrograde step is not readily re- 
covered: and albeit that a reactive movement had begun 
to be manifested after awhile, it was not until a new 
impetus had been given by Confederation that positive im- 
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provement became a rmlity. The liberul lenns of noion ngre«<I 
upon, and the nvrgvtic mMuurcM tn fulfil ihtm rinco jiunudd 
by the Ailministmtiou, Lave rtBlon-d tlmt confidence in oor 
ftituro wliicli had beforo'bcpn Bhaken. Meanwhile evil report* 
liud bti'Q Bpreud abroud, either from intKre.ited motive*, or bj 
disappointwl Bpcculators, who nliuscd the land in order to 
icreen their own want of energy or tnisconduct. Bookii, too, 
of a certain nlimi, were nritti^n with a vii-w to the mercenary 
penny; and these were seasoned with all manner of exaggera- 
tion and niis-fitalenient, in order the better to well. Yet OD 
public BlepB were taken to counteract the miBreprf«cntatiun ; 
and if any one at a dintance lenmt poBsibly aught of the truth 
about the Country, it was by accident rather than of desiga. 
Even our Gohl, large as the yield has been, has never been 
credited, in tlie public rpcorda to Urilish Columbia, 
hence to San Francisco, on its way Eastward, it u re-ahip 
llieuce, and reaches Engbnd ostenaibly us the return of 
ifoiTiia. So, too, wilJi our noble spars ; Oregon & 
long had a reputation in the European markets : and becad 
British Columbia happens to be nt^ar to Ote^n (or ratherfl 
that division of it now called Washington Territory) her sj 
reach England as " Oregon Spars."* in short, save to i 
fitvoured few, Briliali Columbia seems to stand almost in ( 
position of an unknown land. The great majority, il a 
would probably assign it a place "somewhere between ( 
Equator and tlie Norlli Pole," and there end tlie geographi 
delinitioa. 

Yet wherefore complain of this flagrant ignorance re^rd 
our own comiiaratively insignificant I'l'ovince — inaigni& 
that is, save prospectively — when even the vast resourceKl 
Ciilifornia are scarcely recognised? Few, outside of 
caiitilo world or the circle of well-read students, 
themselves the laut tlmt San Francisco — a paltry ■ 
twenty-five years ago, — ia now a city of maritime importance 
EDlty nppenred ia od^ 
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equal to that of many famed sea-ports of the Old World — the 

mercantile capital of a State of surpasHing opulence. In direct 

connexion with it, extending northwards, are the thriving 

communities of Oregon — ^itself an opulent State; the Territory 

of Washington ; and last, if not least in importance, British 

Columbia.* To show the large interests developed in these 

States on the Pacific slope, if not to gratify the curiosity of the 

reader, the following statement, taken from a recent Oregon 

newspaper, may not be without interest, nor irrelevant to the 

general question. 

" According to the latest reports, we now have 2,239 miles 

of railroad on the Pacific Coast, constructed and equipped at a 

cost of 9174;d22,000, as follows :— 

Miles Cost and 

completed. Equipment. 

California 1,111 $76,902,000 

Nevada 667 61,500,000 

Utah i 312 35,400,000 

Oregon 199 7,900,000 

Washington 50 2,620,000 

2,239 $174,322,000 " 

To this it may be added that, possibly ere these pages meet 
the eye of the reader, the extension of the Washington line 
will be completed to Olympia, at the head of Puget Sound, 
fifteen hours of steamer from Victoria. A continuous railway 
system will then be in operation from that point to New York. 
It is to be borne in mind that the great results of which these 
improvements are indicative, have been produced within the 
last quarter-century. Gold, despise it theoretically as we may, 
has been the miraculous lever which, symbolical of the wished- 
for lever of Archimedes, has raised this new world on the 
Pacific from obscurity. Gold, too, has been the primary 
means through which British Columbia has been elevated : 
is it too much to infer that, with her varied advantages, and 
the great enterprises contemplated and in actual progress, a 

* I might add Alaska, the Territory on our north-western fron- 
tier, recently accraing to the United States by parchase from the 
RoBsians. 
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development propoi'lionnlc to tliat wiUiuKtd elie where Uk^t 
nwuta lier? 

I meDiioncd iDcideotally just now the Spai-» of Brill 
Columbk ; and I am thereby rpniin'lcd tliut, iu the tfxt, ■ 
has been said u])on this sourcn ofwcaltli than its imporb 
merits. The tree (Abkt J)ouff/(m>,' or Dougiiw FirJ 
Lindley) already referreil ta, which pruduci'S the material, 
valuable among our Provincial industriea, is peculiar to J 
northern portion oTOregOQ) to Washington Territory, uid^fl 
greater portion of Britioh Columbia. It la, however, onW 
the Coast region that it attaiiiH gigantic proportions: elaerU 
it iit comparatively amall. Stray Bpecimenu are ibuiid us higt 
between five and hix thousand lect above tlie Rca-level ; \ 
thews are ntuoted and aenibby-t In the Appendix will J 
found tables illustrative of the tenacity of fibre aud Be» 
of this now-celebrated timber, aa compared with otlier rim; 
woodn; § aoU 1 Mubjoin a memorandum with which I i 
been recently lavoui'cd of the ditneniuonii of the apars ii 
prepared for the several markttti. 

Per the French Government maatg of very large eiie s 
demanded, varying from 22 iua. to 44 injJ. iu diumeter: for 
the English market, generuHy from 34 idb. down to 11 ius. 
In both cases they are dressed oetagonally for shipment. 
Those from 24 inches downwards, intended for yards, are 

* Niinjeil V Ur. Undin} In honor of Ibe lute David DoiibIbi— < 
nnme too wplt-liiiown in sci«nt1(ic circles, in vonnviioti wltfa'S 
botna; of tb« Nortb-wi^t Coa«t, to rcquiro mora tbco mWtM 
I'oor Douglas, nfter pnesing inme years in the Coluiabia, at^ 
Forts oflhoHiidson'tiBBj Com puny, went lo Hie Sandwich IbUt^ 
anil lost Ilia Dfo tlnwail. Ill* reniAlni wiiro found, fearfully gqi 
in B pit-foU into which be had been accidentally precipltatedS 
the rniiore of the ground at the edge, and iu wliicb awildbutrl 
been prerionaly taken. CarioBity had apparently Bttraeted hid 
tbc treochoroua proxiinify. 

+ I Btste thia on the nnlhority of Dr. Lyall, formeriy of 1 
British N. A. Bonodary GomintRelon, ni given in the prooeedB 
of the Linnean Mocietj, Vol. VU. I do not rtmpraher hftvioga 
self rcmiirked these treiSa at so gr^at «□ elevatioo, 

{ Sec Appondii E-2. 
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ent in the ratio of 4 feet of length to the inch of diameter: 
the larger sizes, for masts, in the proportion of 3 feet to the 
inch. For the China market the sizes required are about 
the same as those for England; but these last are generally 
shipped in their natural proftortions, the bark only being 
taken off. To complete the cargoes, the ships usually carry 
large quantities of plank, sawn expressly for decks, which 
are 8upplied,free from knots, from 20 to 100 feet in length. 

From the above an estimate may be formed of the 
stupendous growth of the Douglas Fir in the coast vicinage ; 
and, in connexion with the test of the quality of its timber 
elsewhere given, of its value in a mercantile point of view. 
In ^rther illustiation I add ihe following extract, which I 
find quoted from a London paper, of date some ten years 
back. '^ Since our last a further example of this tree has 
arrived at the International Exhibition, from ])ritish Colum- 
bia. It consists of ten horizontal sections of that tree, 309 
feet high, to which wo formerly alluded, and of which a 
drawing has been suspended in the building. They are 
about to be displayed in the Court of British Columbia, and 
serve to show unmistakably what a noble tree this is, and 
how superb an ornament as well as inexhaustible source of 
wealth to the two Colonies." — [Viz.: British Columbia and 
and Vancouver Island, at that time separate.] 

Before concluding, it may perhaps be expected that I 
should say a few words respecting the Island of San Juan, 
which, in view from the house-tops of Victoria, and in close 
proximity with Vancouver Island, has always been claimed 
by the British as a dependency, in common with all the 
archipelago lying west of the Strait of Rosario. An un- 
fortunate ambiguity in the wording of the Treaty of 1846, 
usually (Called the Oregon Treaty^ has, however, led to an 
international dispute as to what interpretation is to be put 
upon the meaning of the framers, by the term " dividing 
channel"; the British having always understood thereby the 
Bosario Strait, the only ship-channel navigated at the time ) 
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tho United Stalna rontiinilin);, mora rcwcntljr, for tliRl li 
snrvuyud, unit tiiiw kiiciwn tu lio jiiuuticiiblo, culiod the 8ta 
nl' Arro— imtiiFdiatdy contignoua to iho nrnin islnndj 
Vmifi. liver, In 18511 tlie diir{iute canin to a crUiaj 
Aniiincan Gnniirnl in vomiuuud In Orcguo having londSQ 
military furoe and thun claimed thdr a8Mrt«d righto. 
fmt tha mnttnr \nm\ mtlii^r u throateniD); aspect for t 
inUTnuMoniil pcuco. Thu pruduuue of tho BHtiah Ailuifl 
on the station, Sir Itobert h. Bayncs, however, prcvoQt« 
oiilliitlon,vhieh the pTi>oeDdiD|2; nan only too noil calculated 
pruvuko. A Oouipany of tho Itoyol Marine Li^ht infan 
was Inndod at another pntnt in aflsc-rtlun of the BriUsh olu 
SuhHoquoDtly ihc disavowal by the Auoricnii Qovornnico^ 
tho nutiun of ihuir Gvu«rul, nod his removul from the ci 
Diand, rroiodidd to Bomo ostcnl the HoroDCHs that v 
cxpericnoed. Siuuo then, by joint oouBcnt, both para 
have maintnincd the occupation; and it is gratiryin) 
know that the rolntiona liulwoen tho rival comtuanda fa 
boon invariubly of tho must cordial Dalure. This 0tn^ 
cindilioti of things, howrviir, is ahouttoti^rminnlo. By {I 
Treaty of Wnahington of 1870 tho cbbo hna hecn rofcn 
ior nrbitrolioii to iho Emperor of Ocniiany, whoso decision 
mny bo shortly espcctcd- In piirnuiinuc of this subject I 
iiced only (juuto tho following words from a reoeut gpoodi of 
the PriinQ Minister of Canada, Sir John A. Mucdoiiald. 
"That [tho San Juon quoNtion] is Bcttlml in n way that no 
ono fan objoot to. I do not know whether many honorable 
members have ever stuiliod that question. It is a most 
intercBtinj; ono, and ha» long beou a oauso of controvursy 
between the two countries. I um bound to uphold, and I 
do uphold, the British view respeotiog tlio cbannel which 
forms the boundary, as tho correct one, The United Slates 
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firmly grounded in that opinion; and such being the 01 
liiot'; wns only one wny of it, iind tlnit wns In liinv 
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settled by iiupurtiul arbitration. ************«♦♦ 
Whatever the decision way be — whether for JCn^land or 
against her — ^j'ou may be ^atisfied that you will get a most 
learned and careful judgment in the matter, to which wo 
must bow if it is against uh, and to which I am sure the 
United States will bow if it is against thom/''*' IJere, theu> 
the matter stands, pending the Emperor's decision. 



The writer must conclude with a personal explanation — 
at no time a graceful act, but which under the circum- 
stances seems inevitable. The d is taut reader, for whom 
alone such explanation will be necessary, may possibly en- 
quire as to the conditions which justify the writer in ad- 
vancing, at times, unqualified opinions upon certain subjects^ 
to render which of authentic value, long experience, and 
peculiar opportunities for observation, must be pre-esta- 
blished. To forestal all probable conjocturo on this point 
he may at once state, that since his youth, for the last forty 
years — more than two-thirds of his lifo-tinic — he has been a 
sojourner in various parts within the vast angle included by 
the Columbia lliver, and the liocky Mountains: first as a 
Clerk, then as a Chief-Trader and Wintering-Partner, of the 
Hudson's Bay Compsmy uiulor the old re/inur, and after- 
wards as a rather unsettled ^'settler" — till for some years 
past near Victoria, where he is now, probably, permanently 
at home. Thus there are few nooks, within the area in 
question, whieh he has not either visited in person, or of 
which he has not indirectly aecjuired a knowledge. In 
treating the subject the retrospect has been at times a painful 
one: for if, as may be imagined, during the earlier period 



* Spci'fli of Sir .lolm A. .MacdoiiaM, K.('.1J., in iho Houdo of 
('(UmiiDiJb of C'lUiada. .■;i(lMiijy, IH7-. 



112 K»I). 

he may have passed flonie aDxloua intervals amid the Boenee 
ho haa attempted to describe, he hne also spent very manjr 
happ)' days, of which the memory alune rcmaioB to him. ^H 
NcBSDD maggior ilolore, ^H 

Clio ricordarsi del teiupo felka ^M 

NellA mieerin.— ^ 

Nevertheless, lie hus the cniisoktion to think, that the 
region of his former wanderings, already the accno of the 
active industries of civilization, will ere long teem with it 
numerous and happy popalation: and if to this end the 
foregoing pagea shall anywise tend to contribute, he feels 
that be will at least not have beeu without usefuluesB in 
his geu oration. 



BosEBANK, Victoria, B. 0., 
Awjutl, 1872. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Extract front a Memorandum hy the late Jame$ M, TaU^ 
Esquire^ formerly of the Mudaon't Bay Company ^ relating 
to the Fra$er River Salmon, 

<< I belieye, and think it majr be asBerted as a fact, that none of 
tfae several Icinds of SalmoD, including ffonea^ entering Fraser 
Rirer and the smaller streams, ever return to the sea. The large 
and superior kind called by the natives Sd-quy (Kate of the text) 
enter the river in May or June, but do not, it would seem, make so 
great a rush to reach the end of their course as the smaller kind, 
called by the Qu&itlins Suck-ky (Ta/o of the text). This species 
enter the river generally about the beginning of July, and are fol- 
lowed in September, some seasons earlier, by the Sd-wen (Fall 
Salmon), paler in color of flesh and somewhat larger than the 
Suck-ky. When taken in season they are found to be an excellent 
fish. With these come, late in autumn, a few of large size called 
Faque^ differing from the S&-quy only in their flesk being whiter, 
bead smaller, and body broader in proportion. Another white- 
fleshed fish called Qua-lOy having the external parts broadly striped 
or barred with a pale yellowish green and a dark brown] color, 
some years enter Fraser River in great plenty, and are nearly equal 
in size to the Sa-quy. They have more the resemblance of the 
other Salmon, and are a better flavored fish than the Hunnunt (or 
Hones)." 

Mr. Yale, the writer of the above remarks, was for many yean 
in command at Fort Langley, near the entrance of Fraser River, 
and had therefore peculiar opportunities for observation, as re- 
garded the Lower River. 



APPENDIX B. 

Exportifrom Albemi^ Barclay Sound, in the year 1862. 

Rough Lumber, 7,804,000 feet $85,844 00 

Dressed do. 270,000 feet 6,400 00 

Four cargoes Spars, value 28,673 00 

Oil, 6,000 gallons @ 40 cents 2,000 00 

Fars and Skins 1,000 00 

$122,917 00 
The working of iheie milU hai lince been inspended. 



11. 

APPENDIXir. 

Dtdlared Taliu< of ExporU of Lumher from tlie 
British C-lvmbia ii. fhr year 18T1. 

To England, 1 sbip (ineluding Spare $3,000} $4,6' 

To tlie ColoDiM : 

Vtvi Soulli Wales, 3 ahipg 6,904 DO 

New Zealnod 1 , E,!00 00 

Viclorla 3 „ 13,596 00 

Cnpe or Good Hope I ,, (iactndmg Span $500) 3,S'iS 00 

To Fureigs Ooanlriea : 

BaUTia 1 ,, 4,823 00 

ChiU 10 „ (iacluding Spare $1,100) .. 59,e?l 00 

China 6 26,103 00 

Pern 10 „ 4U,743 00 

Sandirlch Islands i „ (portioua of cargoes) [>,784 00 

United States 258 00 

ToT^ 4DBbipa $18! 




APPENDIX D, 

Declared Amount of ShipmeiUt of Goal in the year 18] 
( Value al Ute wharf %% per ton). 

To Sao Francisco IS.IO** 

PurLland, OregoD 1,83) 

Port Towaaead, Wnsbinglon Territory 163 

Honolulu, Sondn-icli lalanda 4,860 

Value.. $122Jt4| 
Shippc'lfar Home ConmrnpHoi 

To Vlctorift (approi[i.Tiate''amount) 

Caanal Bupphes to dkamer^ ^dittu) 4^1^ 

Approximation From r Tone... ■ ■- 

the data of 6 months LYalne.,. $SS,tO('^ 

ToTiL 29,808 Tons, Value $1T8,848 

The EbOTe statement is from the Cuslom-ITonse Returns ; the 
following, siuce published, ia taken from the BritUh Calonut new*- ^_ 
pnpor. In both the British ton of a,2iO lbs, is inltnded. ^M 



APPENDIX. iil, 

Ncmaimo Coal Exports far the half-year ending 

^m Jwae, 1872. 

TONS OWT. 

8an Francisco 14,135 00 

Honolulu 1,300 00 

Mazatlan « 600 00 

Portland « 597 10 

Oonalaska 332 00 

Victoria 4,601 00 

Steamers calling » 3,981 00 

New Westminster •«•• 41 00 

Total 25,587 10 

It is to be noted that during the last half-year the import duty 
upon coal entering the United States from abroad has been reduced 
from $1.25 to 75 cents per ton, to which the increased demand 
apparent is doubtless in some measure ascribable. Anthracite 
coal enters free of dut/. 



APPENDIX B. 

Declared Value of Exports of Furs, Oil, (fee, in the year 

ending December, 1871. 

Fnrs $246,387 

Fish Oil 22,440 

Wool 10,875 

Hides 4,197 

Pish 14,584 

Tallow 336 



■^" ^ 

APPENDIX. ^^^^H 

APPENDIX F. ^H 

Shipment of Oohl,proiluct of the Sritith Columbia Minet ^^ 
daring cho year 1871. 

January $I08,S!)8 3S 

Pebrunrr 57,309 9T 

UkNh G4,5S3 01 

April .„ mjlB BO 

Mar 184,3fl0 38 

Juno. 103,3M 38 H 

Jnlr 82,6Sl li^^M 

August 14S,023 4I[^H 

Septombet 138,164 M^^H 

October » 128,448 47^^l 

Norember 1BB,304 81^^^ 

December 107,743 63 " 

Total.... $I,34t),G80 83 

Ab tinder ; — 

Wells, Fargo, ft Co $373,40B 11 

Bonk of Brilisb Nurtb America 383,648 87 

Bank of firitisb Columbia 693,626 65 

$1,349,680 83 

Prevlona Shipments : — ™ " ■— ■■ ™ 

18B8 $ 337,765 00 

1689 1,211,339 00 

1800 1,303,320 00 

18S1 1,836,870 00 

18B2 2,187,183 00 

a,e56,4Ba oe] 

1865 i^° separate letams fi, 688, 741 04^ 

1866 1,636,31) 10 

1867 1,860,661 04 

1868 1,780,687 08 

1860 1,324,871 84 

1870 1,002,717 66 

7,584,138 Safl 

Obahd Total $21,378,846 63 

Tlie foregoing nmj be ncccptect as a correct Return as far u tbe 
records show: but il docs ool convey a just impression of tlie 
wliole gold-prortnoe of tlie Oonnlry, owing to Ibe large amonnta 
tflken away in primtu han.U, Iha nggreg^te of whicU it is inipogti- 
blo to esltmBtB. For liiis atnienieut I am Indebted to F. Garescbe, 
£sq., Agent in Tiaotia of Messrs. WcUg, Fargo, & Co. 

" 4 
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Tl. APPBITDIX. 

APPENDIX H. 
Eates of Wages current in Victoria^ May^ 1872* 

Carpentersi $3.50 to $3.75 per diem. 

Blacksmiths, ^ 

Bricklayers, >- $5 to $6 per diem. 

Plasterers, &c«| 

Female Servants: Nursemaids, $12 to $15; Cooks, &c.,$20 to $25 

per month. 
Men-serrants (Chinese), $20 to $25 per month. 
Laborers, scarce at $30 to $35 per month, with board. 



APPENDIX I. 
RcUes of Passage, 

By Sailing: Ship, from England to Victoria, Cabin, £60 @ £70 
(120 to 160 days). 2nd do. £30 @ £35 

By Steamer, Yi& Panama, from New York to San Francisco (about 
3 weeks) : 

Cabin, $100 Currency = to about $90 in gold. 

Steerage 50 ,, =» ,, 45 ,, 

By Steamer, from San Francisco to Victoria (3 to 4 days) : 

Cabin $30 in gold. 

Steerage 15 „ 

By Rail, from Chicago to San Francisco (about 7 days) : 

First Class $118 Currency = to about $106 in gold. 

2nd Class 85 ,, = ,, 76.50 „ 

And about $25 Currency for meals, beds, &c. 



Excha/nge4 



£20 deposited in London would at present be worth, payable in 
in Victoria, $4.85 per £ Sterling ; i. e. would buy a draft payable 
in Victoria at eight for $97. 



Interest, 



Money is worth from 9 to 12 per cent, per annum, with good 
security — say an average of 10 per cent. For temporary loans of 
small amount, higher rates can be obtained. 



APPENDIX. 



Vll. 



APPENDIX K. 



Abstract of Meteorological Register kept at Fort McLougKlm^ 
Milhank Sound, B, C, Lat. 62^60v:, 



duriiig the years 1833-34-35. 



L<mg, 128*' li/ V., 



1833. 
September ... 

October 

NoTemberM... 
December..... 

1834. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September ... 

October 

November..... 
December ... 

1835. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

J«ly 



Fahrenheit's 




Thermometer. 










Rainy 








Mean. 


Max. 


Min. 


Days. 


57<'4T^ 






48 69 


— 


— 


_ 


45 00 


— 


... 


~—. 


37 82 


— 


— 


— 


28 00 


42® 


50 


4 


38 00 


52 


30 


12* 


40 00 


56 


31 


5 


49 00 


62 


48 


15 


53 00 


63 


48 


22 


60 00 


81 


56 


11 


60 00 


78 


56 


12 


62 00 


76 


63 


17 


60 00 


79 


63 


16 


52 00 


68 


47 


25 


46 00 


57 


38 


19 


37 00 


48 


26 


12 


36 00 


48 


32 


18 


38 00 


54 


22 


11 


38 00 


49 


35 


25 


43 00 


51 


39 


27 


48 00 


64 


38 


18 


56 00 


80 


49 


13 


58 00 


71 


51 


10 



Min. at sunrise 0^. A- 
bout 6 inches mow 
during greater part 
of month. 

* A sprinkling of f now 
for a few days. 



[casional snows. 
Min. at sunrise 26°. Oc- 
Occasional snows. 
Do. do. 



Do. 



do. 



Assuming the mean of the month of August, 1834, to complete 
the series, the above Observations show a mean for the two years 
of 48° 04. The isothermal lioe of the mean annual heat of 50° 
Fahrenheit must therefore be assumed to strike the Coast al some 
intermediate point between this and New Westminster — probably 
about the northern end of Vancouver Island. The observations 
from which the foregoing abstract was made were commenced by 
the writer, and continued by Dr. W. F. Tolmie, now of Victoria 



vlii. 



APtKNDIX- 



Alatrart of Mrtforolotjifal Ohtfrvatian* taken on toard J 
SInJiM^'» S/tij> TopasK, at Hfquimait, VancQuivr I»ti 

QnarMr Hdlng 30tb Jane, IS60. 

April, tnMn ilkil? Ileal &1*S<I FaIh 

Mny „ , BG 25 

June „ , „ 01 00 

HaftD ortbe Qnartet 

July „ „ .. e0"60 

Au|;u«t „ „ .„. 03 25 

Seplimbcr,, CT 2fi 

Mud of the Quarter , .„. 

October „ „ v M'OO 

Norembcr,, , 60 60 

Decenbet ,| ,, 41 00 

!Uad of the Quarter. »...._. 

leei. 

JHUUBI7 ,, ,, ,. ,. „„„.,, 38°0Q 

Pibruarj ,, „ „ 44 DO 

Marcli ,, „ 48 00 

Mean ortbe Quarler. 

McDD Hot c{ the Year 

The aboTe AbitrAct is tukeo Trgin nn Etta; on Vanconver Ii 
br Dr. Cbarlea Forbea, K. N,, publlilicd ia Victoria in IfiSS. 
tbe lame work otber tablet nre giien relating to Obtervatlon^ 
land, but without tbe HulborltirB, Tbeae, howotor, contain obvliL 
dlscTPpBDCki, and I do nut thereforo reproduce Iben. In tbeB«g 
minimuui or temperatuin noted i> HJ degrees oT Vabreabeit,! 
blgbeat 84°, at 2 P.M. The Iml, given au a uinxiiuun, and aiA 
ourring ou the 20lh June— terlainly not u bot mouth— dUn^rf 
nidelj- from tbr observutious of otbcra, ua to shako mf codSiIM 
ID tbe wbote Beiios. 



T'l la of Meteorological Oiiervalioiu liiken hf/ order of £3 

^ Ji. 0. Moo<Jj/, li.li., at the Btati'on nfthe lio^al Engint 

at iVew WatmimCer, JS. 6'., in (Ac year 186^. 

UtituiJe iO" 12' 47" 5 N. Longitude 112" 63' 19 W. 
iNCBKa. 

The highest reading of the BaromDter, 

corrected for temperature, wbb 30.&1T &tU Febrnatj. 

Tbe moan beigbt, do., do., At D.SO a.h. 2ti.U83 
Do, do. do. do. at3.30l-.li, 2Il.nB3 
Tbelowest io- do,,. ......,,. 29.071 12nd JuDanrj. 



appi;ndix. ix. 

Max. temp, in sun's rays ^black bulb)... 104.6 39th August. 

Do. do. of Air, in sbado 88.6 do. 

Do. do. do. do 9.30 a.m. 73.9 23rd July. 

Do. do. do. do 3.30 p.m. 86.0 28th August, 

Me<in temp, of Air in shade ... 9.30 a.m. 46.8 

Do. do. do. do 3.30 p.m. 51.6 

Min. temp, of Air in shade 9.30 a.m. 2.0 below zero, 16 Jan. 

Do. do. do. do 3.30 p.m. 6.0 16lh January. 

Min. temp, on the Grass 16.0 below zero, 16 Jan. 

Greatest^amount of Humidity 1.000 

Mean ' do. do. 9.30 a m. .842 
Do. do. do. 3.30 p.m. ,112 
Least do. do. 320 

The cistern of the Barometer is about 64 feet above the level of 
the sea. All the observations were made at 9.30 a.m. and 3.30 p.m. 
daily throughout the year. 

There were slight frosts nearly every night in the month of April, 
and once in May (16th) ; they did not recommence until the 9th of 
October. The severe frosts of January and February have been un- 
known for many years. 

Thunder and Lightning occurred on the 24th May, 24th July, 
and 22nd, 29th, and 30th August. 

Table shewing the depth of rain, the number of days on which 
it fell, the mean humidity (9.30 a.m. and 3 30 p.m.), mean temper- 
ature of the air in shade, and the lowest temperature on the grass 
in each month. 

TniRMOMETBR. Min. 

Inchen. Dayai IXumtdity, 0.30 a.m. 8.30 p.m. on grass: 

January ... 3.480 9 856 19.0 23.0 -16.0 

February... 6. "727 8 816 30.3 34.2 2.0 

March 6.830 17 862 38.0 41.7 23.0 

April 2.346 14 767 45.5 51.3 26.0 

May 3.476 13 718 67.1 62.1 31.6 

June 2.760 10 712 62.7 67.1 40.0 

July 2.700 12 713 63.2 67.7 44.0 

August 2.930 8 787 63.6 69.8 43.0 

September. 1.626 9 761 68.4 62.7 33.6 

October 4.606 10 869 49.3 62.9 23.0 

November.. 4.050 8 938 37,9 41.7 22.0 

December.. 7.990 17 ...... .948 36.7 39.7 18.6 



Total 47.466 136 

Rain fell on 8 days when the wind was South, 4 — S.W., 3 — W., 
6--N.W., 8— N.E., 43 E., 26 S.E., and 38 when calm. 

The greatest fall of rain in 24 hours measured 2.260 inches, and 
was on the 20th March. The average fall for every day of the year 
was 0.130 inches, and for each wet day it was 0.352. 

The amount of Ozone this year was very small, its mean daily 
number would be represented by 3 on the scale, and it seldom ex- 
ceed 6. During the greater part of October, November, and Decem- 
ber there was little iudication of its preseucc. In November and 
the early part of December there were heavy fogs, during which 
there was no Ozone. 
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i)r« vijuiill; (.liatributod tbrougbout all the niQntbd 
Lti IH'jDur IHIIt. 
't montbe, Janiiar; to Marcb, and October ' 



19 of n 



I fell 



I.S30 ii 



ISGl.E 



in I8U0. In llie remsiuiuK mODtbs lb.T85 mcLea feU i 
la.-iHi in 18UI, &nd 13.034 in 1860. 

Tbe prevailing direotioa of tlie wind dAriag rain in en< 
was E. and S.E. Tlie aliHuluW limiting oigbts of frost in tl 
yenrs were ncurly liie SB-me. 



IHK UtliJui 






1 









)n the Ut Jannar;, 3862, and tbe river at New 
nnnavigable on the 4tb ; it was completelf frozen 
over on tbe Bth, and tbe ice attained a Ibickness ofl3 inches in 
the cbannel ojipoaitB the R. E. Camp, on the 12th of Februarj, 
Sleighl were runniDg from Langtey to BVTeral milea below New 
Weetminater, and peTBona walked from Hope to the latter plnce, a 
dislance of BO milea, on tbe ice, at tbe eod of January. Lake Har- 
rison and the otber Lakes were frozen. Navigation from New 
Weatminater waa open to ibe mouth of tbe river on the inh of 
March, and from Yale on Ibe 12th April. Again on tbe 6th of De- 
cember, there waa ice in tbe river at New Westminster Ibr one da;, 
Ii\ Jaouury, 1661, tbere wns ice at New Westminster, but the navi- 
gation to the mouth of the river waa not impeded. In IB60 there 

Tbe observations were tnken bj 2ud Corporal P. J. Leech and 
Lance OorporalJ. Oonro}', R.E. 

(Signed) R. M. Pakhuhb, Captain, R.II. 
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Abstract of Mp.leoroloijir.al Observations taken at LUh 
FroKr River, 1862, Jy Dr. II. Featherttonehavgh. 
Fahrenheit. 

January. — Average Temperature for 22 da;g 14° above i^ro 

Do. do. 9 ,, 9" below ,, 

Coldest day, 20lh SB" 



J 



APPSNBIX. Zl. 

Janaary. — Hottest daj 26^aboTosero 

Ten cold windj days, from N.W. to N.E. 

Total amount of snow, at intervals, 28 in. 

[N.B. This represents the amount of snow as it fell, not m it lay 
on the gpronnd after becoming compacted. It may be added that the 
winter of 1861-2 was one of extraordinary sererity.] 

February. — ^Average Temperature for 18 days 25° above zero 

Do. do. 10 ,, 4° below ,, 

Coldest day, Ist 6° ,, ,, 

Hottest day, 11th 45° above ,, 

lltb, heavy rain and thaw ; 4 days heavy rain and thaw, 

three cold windy days. 
Amount of snow fell during the month, 14 inches. 

March. — Average Temperature for 31 days 37° 

Coldest day, 10th 20° sharp frost 

Hottest day, 31st 50° 

Three cold windy days ; two rainy da^s, 14th and 23rd. 
Amount of snow fell, 10 inches. 

April. — Average Temperature for the month 54° 

Coldest day, 4th 31° 

Hottest day, 30th 84° 

Seven cold windy days ; 14th gale from S.B. 

May.— Average Temperature for the month 78° 

Coldest day, 6th 64° 

Hottest day, 11th 100° 

Two windy days ; 4 rainy days ; 5th, eight hours heavy 
rain. 

June. — Average Temperature for the month..... 81° 

Coldest day 60° 

Hottest day 104° 

Three windy days ; rain fell on 4 days. 

July. — Average Temperature for 12 days 97° 

Coldest day, 2nd 80° 

Hottest day, 5th 106° 

August. — (Absent.) 

September. — Average Temperature for the month ..81° 

Coldest day, 30th 60° 

Hottest day, 2nd 98° 

Rain fell on 6 days ; 25th, rain and snow ; 5 windy days ; 
30th, cold S.B. wind. 

October. — Average Temperature for the month 71° 

Coldest day 60° 

Hottest day 81° 

Rain fell on 6 days ; six windy days. 

November. — Average Temperature for the month ... 48° 

Coldest day 30° 

Hottest day 66° 

Rain fell on two days, 1st and 3rd. 

December. — Average Temperature for the month ... 38° 

Coldest day, 6th 25° 

Hottest day, 25th 50° 

Rain fell on 4 days ; 9th, eight hours rain ; five inches 
of snow fell during the month. 
[The above Abstract is quoted from a work on British Columbia by the Rev. B.C. 



LnndJnlln)>n, H.A., Hlal 
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APPENDIX L. 

Mefnarandum of the Termt of Union of tlie Province 
Jiritish Columbia viith the Dominion of Canada. 

Cops or a Bepobv or a. Cokhittkb or rat Hoborulb x&> 
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The Comuiiltee of the PHvy Council have bud under coneidera- 
tion a DeBputch, dated the 7lh May, 1810, rrum the Gorernor of 
Brilish Columbia, togellicr nith cerlain RcBoltttions Bubmilted by 
the Oovernmeat of ibHt ColoD/ to the LegialBtive CoDncU thereof 
hutb bereanto Boneied, on the subject of the proposed Uaion of 
Briiiah Columbia with the Bominioa of CiLDadiii ; and after Beveral 
interviews between them und the Honourable Messrs. TtulcU, Ilel- 
mcken, and Carrnll, Ibe Delegates from British Columbia, aod full 
discuBsion with them of Ibe various questions coaoected with that 
importaot iabject, the Committee now reapectfutty submit for Yonr 
ExcelleDcys approval the following Terms and Conditiooi, to form 
the basis of a Political Uaiou betweeo British Columbia and the 
Dominion of Canada : — 

I. Canada shall be liable far the Debts and Liabilities of British 
Columbia eiiBtiag at Ibe time of the Union. 

S. British Columbia not having incurred debts equal to those of 
the other Provinces now constitutiog the Dominion Bhall be entitled 
to receive, b; half-yearly payments in advance from the General Gov- 
ernment, Interest at the rate of Bve per cent, per annum on the 
diSerence between the actual amount of its indebtedness at the 
date nf the Union, and the IndebledQess per head ofthe population 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ($27 77), the population of 
British Columbia being taken at 60,000. 

3. The following suras slinll bo paid by Canndn to British OoU 
nmbia, for the support of its Government and Legislature, to wit, 
an Annual Subsidy of $35,000 and an Annual Grant equal to 80 
cents per head of the said population of 60,000, both half-yearly in 
advance, such Grant of 80 cents per head to be augmented in pro- 
portion to the increase of population, us may be shewn by each 
Bubsequent decennial censas, until the |iopulatioD amounts to 100,- 
OOO, at which rate ancb Grant shall thereafter remain, it being 
understood that the first census be taken in the year 1891. 

4. The Dominion will provide an efficient Mail Service, fort- 
nightly, by steam communication between Victoria and San Fran- 
cisco, and twice a weekbetween Victoria and Oljmpio; IheToMeli 
to be adapted for Iho conveyance of freight and paasetigcra. 
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6. Canada will assume and defray the charges for the following 
Services : — 

A. Salary of the Lieutenant Governor ; 

B. Salaries and Allowances of the Judges of the Supreme Courts 
and the County or District Courts ; 

C. The charges in respect to the Department of Customs ; 

D. The Postal and Telegraphic Services ; 

E. Protection and Encouragement of Fisheries ; 

F. Provision for the Militia ; 

G. Lighthouses, Buoys, and Beacons, Shipwrecked Crews, 
Quarantine and Marine Hospitals, including a Marine Hospital at 
Victoria ; 

H. The Geological Survey ; 

I. The Penitentiary ; 

And such further charges as may be incident to and connected 
with the services which by the British North America Act of 1867 
appertain to the General Government, and as are or may be allowed 
to the other Provinces. 

6. Suitable Pensions, such as shall be approved of by Her 
Majesty's Government, shall be provided by the Government oi the 
Dominion for those of Her Majesty's Servants in the Colony whose 
position and emoluments derived therefrom would be affected by 
Political changes on the admission of British Columbia into the 
Dominion of Canada. 

7. It is agreed that the existing Customs Tariff and Excise Duties 
shall continue in force in British Columbia until the Railway from 
the Pacific Coast and the system of Railways in Canada are con- 
nected, unless the Legislature of British Columbia should sooner 
decide to accept the Tariff and Excise Laws of Canada. When 
Customs and Excise duties are, at the time of the Union of British 
Columbia with Canada, leviable on any Goods,Wares, or Merchan- 
dizes in British Columbia, or in the other Provinces of the Domin- 
ion, those Goods, Wares, or Merchandizes may, from and after the 
Union, be imported into British Columbia from the Provinces now 
composing the Dominion, or from either of those provinces into 
British Columbia, on proof of payment of the Customs or Excise 
Duties leviable thereon in the Province of Exportation, and on 

gayment of such further amount (if any) of Customs or Excise 
'uties as are leviable thereon in the Province of Importation. This 
arrangement to have no force or effect after the assimilation of the 
Tariff and Excise Duties of British Columbia with those of the 
Dominion. 

8. British Columbia shall be entitled to be represented in the 
Senate by three Members, and by six Members in the House of 
Commons. The representation to be increased under the provisions 
of the British North America Act, 1867. 

9. The influence of the Dominion Government will be used to 
secure the continued maintenance of the Naval Station at Esquimau. 

10. The provisions of the British North America Act, 1867, shall 
(except those parts thereof which are in terms made, or by reason- 
able intendment may be held to be specially applicable to and 
only affect one and not the whole of the Provinces now comprising 
the« Dominion, and except so far as the same may be varied by 
this minute) be applicable to British Columbia, in the same way 
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and to the llko extent b« tber applr to ibe oitier Provlncoi of thu 

Donilninn, >nJ ns if [he Colony of DritUli Columbia Imd been one 
or the ProrinuBB origiaMIr united b; Ibe aaiil Act. 

11. ThttOovernmcot of the Dominion underlaks to necare tbo 
onmmoncemcnt slmaltftneouslf, wltliia tvo ye'irs from the date iif 
the IJiiion, of the construction of a Eaitwoy from the I'acitic 
tuwHrdg Ibe Rui'k/ MountuIiiB, and from such point us tnny be 
aeleoted, Bftsl of ibn Rocky MounlBins, lowordB the Paciflo, to 
connect the Scnbotrd of Dritlah Columbia, nitb tbc ICnilwuy systeDi 
of Canndik ; and furtber, to lecnre tbe completion of such Itallirny 
nitbin ten jeurs from tbe dnte of tbe Union. 

And tbe Qovernnicilt of British Columbia agreo to convey to tba 
Dominion Gorernment, in trust, to be nppropriated in aacb a 
mnnner ag the DomlDioii OoiernmeDt may deem advisable in 
furtherance of the constructiou of tbe iaid Eaitwaj, a aimilar 
extent of Public Lands along tbe line of llsilway tbrougbout its 
entire length in British Columbia, not to exceed Twenty (20) Milca 
OD each aide of said line, its maj be ap^iropriated for tbe same pur- 
pose by tbe Dominion Qorernment from tbe Public Lands in the 
Norlb-west Territories and the Province of Manitoba. Provided 
tbat tbe quanlitj oflaud which may be held under Pre-emption 
right or by Crown Grant nitbio tbe limits of the tract of land in 
British Columbia to be so conyejed to tba Dominion Government, 
shall be made good to tbe Dominion from contiEUOUB Public Lands; 
Rnd provided further, that until tbe commencement, within Two 
Years ua aforesaid from the date of Union, of tbe construction of 
the said Railway, tbe Government of British Columbia shall not 
sell or alienate any fnrther portions of the Public Lands of British 
Columbia in any other way than under right of Pre-emption, 
requiring actual reBldeace of the Prc-emplor on the land 
claimed by him. In consideration of tbe land to bo go con- 
veyed in aid of tbe construction of the said Railway, the Dominion 
Government agree to pay to British Columbia, from tbe date of 
the Union, the sum of $100,000 per onnnra, in half-yearly paymeots 
in advance. 

12. The Dominion GavernmaDt shall guarantee the iatcrest for 
Ten years from tbe date of the completioo of the works, at the rate of 
Fire per centum per annum, on such sum, not exeeoding £100,000 
sterling at may be required for the construction of a firat-clasa 
Graving Dotk atEsqnimalt. 

13. The charge of tbe Indians, and the trusteeship and manage- 
meot of tbe Lands Reserved for their use and benefit, fhall be 
assucaed by the Dominion Government, and a policy as liberal as 
that hitherto pursned by the British Columbia Government, shall 
be continued by tbe Dominion Government after tbe Union. 

To carry out such policy, tracts of land of snob eitent as it has 
hitherto been tbe practice of the British Columbia Government to 
appropriate for that purpose, ahall from time to time be conveyed 
by tbe Local Government to the Dominion Oovemment in trust 
for tbe use and benefit of the Indians on application of the Domin- 
ion Government ; and in case of dlsagreamont between the two 
Governments respecting tbe quantity of aucb tracts of Laod to be 
.. 1 .... _....... _,..„ , ^ referred foe the decision o' 
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14. The Oonstitution of the Executive Anthority and of the 
Legislature of British Columbia shall, subject to the provisions of 
the British North America Act, 18G7, continue as cxistinp^ at the 
time of the said Union until altered under the authority of the said 
Act, it being at the same time understood that the Government 
of the Dominion will readily consent to the introduction of HoHpon- 
slble Government virhen dosire<l by the Inhabitants of British 
Columbia, and it being likewise understood that it is the intention 
of the Governor of British Columbia, under the authority of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to amend the existing Consti- 
tution of the Legislature by providing that a majority of its 
Members shall be elective. 

The Union shall take effect according to the foregoing terms and 
conditious on such day as Tier Majesty by and with tlie advice of 
Her Most Honourable Privy Council may appoint Ton addresses 
from the Legislature of the Colony of British Columbia, and of the 
House? of Parliament of Canada, in the terms of the 146th Section 
of the British North America Act, 1867,) and British Columbia may 
in its addresses specify the Electoral Districts for which the first 
Election of Members to serve in the House of Commons shall 
take place. Certified ^ 

wm. h. lee. 

Clerk Privy Council, Canada. 
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Estimates of the total Expenditure of the Province of 
British Columbia for the year ending \^\st December ^ 1872. 

CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

1. — Libutbnant-Govbrnor's Offioe. 

Private Secretary $ 1,462 00 

Messenger, also has charge of Government House 600 00 

Office Contingencies 100 00 

Total 2,152 00 

2. — Colonial Sbouhtary'b Dbpabtmbnt. 

Colonial Secretary 3,600 00 

Assistant Colonial Secretary 1,940 00 

Clerk 1,600 00 

Messenger 600 CO 

Total 7,640 00 

3. — PttiNTiNO Branch. 

Superintendent 1,320 00 

Printer 060 00 

Assistant Printer 640 00 

Assistant Printer (temporary) 300 00 

Total 3,220 00 



— Avon BnANCu. ^^^^ 

Aadit Clerk 1,600 V^^| 

Clerk in Charge (proTiflion»l)_ 1.940 00 

Clerk- 1,453 00 

Total 3,392 ^^ 

6 — Lands uid Wonia Dbpahtuknt. ^^^| 

Chief Cimmissioaar 3,n00 ^^^| 

AasiEUmt CommiBBioaer 2,425 4^^l 

Clerk of Records — 1.320 S^^ 

DraogbUman 1,310 00 

AccDiiQtftiit 1,330 00 

Ueaaenger and Clerk 000 00 

Total - 10,485 ^^M 

T. — Rio[STaia Oeheral'e Orrrcs. ^^^| 

Kegislrar General of Titles ^lEXO^^^I 

8,»Attornet General's Defabthent. ^^^H 

Attome; General 3,500 00 

Clerk 1,600 00 

Total 6,100 00 

9.— BtEOUTirK COCKOIL, ^^^U 

Clerk 1,600 ^H 

10. — LKeiaiiATioM. 4^^| 

Mr. Speaker 1,000 ^^^ 

Clerk of the House 600 00 

Sergeant-at-Arms 250 00 

Messenger (Asaistant Printer)- 200 OO 

lademuily to Memberfl, inKluding Mileage 7,800 00 

Expenses of Elections 3,B0Q^^H 

Coatingent Fund „,, 1,000^^^H 

Total IS^^oi^^H 

AiJUINISTBATlON OF JUSTICE. ^^M 

II. — Sdprbhb Cocrt. J^^H 

Registrar, ■' Oonrts Uerger Ordinance, ISTO" l,94a^^H 

Deputy Kegistrar, Do. 1,94Q^^^| 

Usher 60tf^^^| 

Total „ TjlM^^H 

12.— Shebipi'. ^^H 

High Sheri? (aid of Expeuaes) 1,500J^^H 

POLICE AND QAOLS. ^^H 

13. — TlOtOBlA. ^^^1 

Clerk of the Bench liSOO*^^! 

Warden of Gaol and Saperinlendent of Police 1,1B3^^^| 
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Inspector (provisional) 1,008 00 

Serge nt : - 850 00 

Pour onstables, at $720 each 2,8ho oo 

Gaoler 1,104 00 

Do. Aisistant 912 50 

Superintendent of Convicts 1,008 00 

Two Convict Guards 1,277 00 

Two Door Guards 1,005 00 

Cook 638 75 

Medical Officer .-. 600 00 

Total 6,635 25 

14. — New Westminster. 
Stipendiary Magistrate and Superintendent of Assay 

Office 2,425 00 

Two Constables at $720 each 1,440 00 

Gaoler 1,104 00 

Turnkey 708 00 

Me ical Officer .• 600 00 

Constable, Burrard Inlet 600 00 

Total 6,877 00 

15. — KOOTANAIS AND COLUMBIA. 

Gold Commissioner and Stipendiary Magistrate (to be 

appointed) 3,000 00 

Clerk and Constable (Records, &c.) 1,704 00 

Do. Do. French Creek 1,704 00 

Two Constables at $1,404 each 2,808 00 

Total 9,216 00 

16. — Caribou. 

Gold Commissioner and Stipendiary Magistrate 3,000 00 

Clerk of Records 1,940 00 

Chief Constable 1,940 00 

Constable a d Gaoler 1,452 00 

Two CouHtables at $1,008 each 2,016 00 

Constable at Quesnel 1,500 00 

Constable at Forks of Quesnel 1,452 00 

Total 13,300 00 

17. — Ominboa (provisional.) 

Gold Commissioner and Stipendiary Magistrate 3,000 00 

Clerk of Records 1,940 00 

Constable 1,500 00 

Constable at Port Essington 1,000 00 

Total 7,440 00 

18. — Hope, Yale, and Lytton. 

Clerk of the Bench, Yale 1,500 00 

Constable and Gaoler, Do 1,008 00 

Constable, Assistant, Do 1,008 00 

Constable, Lytton 1,008 00 

Total 4,524 00 
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19. — LiLLOOBT AND CLINTON. 

9 

Clerk of the Bench and Constable, Lillooet 1,500 00 

Do. Do. Clinton 1,500 00 

Total 3,000 00 

20. — Nanaimo, Comox, Salt Spring, and Cowiohan. 

Clerk of the Bench, Nanaimo 1,300 00 

Constable, Nanaimo 732 00 

Constables; Comox, Cowichan, and Salt Spring Iiland, 

$250 each 750 00 

Total 2,782 00 

•21.— ASSAY OFFICE. 

Superintendent, New Westminster, (provided for as 

Stipendiary Magistrate) 

Chief Melter. Cariboo 1,940 00 

Assistant Assayer Do 900 00 

Indian Messenger, New Westminster 96 00 

Chemicals, Fuel, c $500 00 

Freight, Ac 350 00 850 00 

Total.. 3,786 00 

22. PENSIONS AND RETIRED ALLOWANCES. 
Pension to Mrs. Ogilvy 486 00 

23.— ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, ex. of EstablUhments. 

Summoning Jurors, Witnesses, &c 1,000 00 

Prosecution, Interpreters' Fees, &c 2,030 00 

Inquests, &c 300 00 

Expenses of Registrars on Circuit 1,000 00 

Criminal Punishments 200 00 

Total 4,500 00 

24.— CHARITABLE ALLOWANCES. 

Hospital aid-- Victoria 4,500 00 

Do. New Westminster 3,000 00 

Do. Cariboo 4,000 00 

Destitute poor and sick throughout the Province 1,000 00 

Total 12,500 00 

26.— IMMIGRATION 10,000 00 

26.— EDUCATION. 
Aid to District Schools 40,000 00 

27.— POLICE AND GAOLS, exclusive of Establishments. 

Keep of Prisoners and other Police Expenditure 

throughout the Province.. 20,000 00 
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28.— RENTS. 

GoTetnment Hodbg, Victatia 4S GO 

Do., Lillooet 120 00 

Boat HoDie, Nanaimo 30 00 

Gaol, Comoi 60 00 

Omineca 300 00 

Total 664 BO 

39.— TKANSPOBT 

Ths Li eaten ant-OovernOr 1,000 00 

Fteighi on RcmittancB of Treaaure 600 00 

Actual trnvellirg Espcnsps of OfficerB od Duty....^ 3,B00 00 

E«Bp of QovernmeDi BorsGB throughout tbeProviDce... 300 00 

Total 5,300 00 

30.— WORKS AND BDILDINOS. 

Completion of Gnol a*, Xanaimo and purchaiie of Land- 1 ,000 00 

CouBttuctioQ of Coart House, New Weatroinsler _ 2,500 00 

Total „ 3,B00 OO 

31._Govkb(;iibstHodb«, Viotowa. 

RepaliB 2,000 00 

I'urnlLuce 1,500 00 

Vntet 400 00 

Foelnnd Light 3B0 00 

Fluting GrouBils.. 300 OO 

Salacjr of Gardener and assistance TOO 00 

I Fencing 3B0 00 

I IncidentaU 100 00 

.„ B,600 00 

T SoDSB, NbW WlBTMIHBTBlt. 

■ IIP|1 :;; _ 600 00 

Tifl and I.iglil IBO 00 

Uirdcncr's Salary 600 00 

Ucidenlala 100 00 

T[.ui 1,260 00 

33,— RBPiiBS TO Public Bdildisob, PRoriHouti. 

foTBrnment Buildings, Vlirtorm... * 1,800 00 

floaie of AHsembly BOO 00 

^DTernment BaildingB, New Westminster 300 00 

Do. Yale BOO OO 

Do. Lillooet and Clinton 600 00 

Do. Cariboo _ '60 00 

Do. Kootenay 3,000 00 

Do. Omineca, JJoQtingenl 2,000 00 

^-fieellancottB Surveys tbroughont the Province 6,000 00 

Total ~ 13,060 00 
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34. — Repairs to Roads and Trails throuohout the Province. 

Yale and Clinton Road 20,000 00 

Clinton'aud Oameronton Roiid 14,000 00 

Douglas and Clinton Road 1,000 00 

Burrard Inlet Road 1,200 00 

New Westminster and Yale Sleigh Road, including 

Bridge over Coquahalla River 6,000 00 

Hope and Kootenay Trail 3,600 00 

Lillooet and Lytton Trail 1,500 00 

New Westminster District RomU and Trails, including 

False Creek, Coquitlam Creek, and Sumass Bridges 5,650 00 

Trails, Cariboo District 2,400 00 

Trail, Quesnel to Germansen Creek, by Nation River 6,000 00 

Do. from the Western Coast to intersect same^ 5,000 00 

Boads and Trails, Yale and Lytton District, including 

Bridge across Nicola River 4,500 00 

Repairs to Road from Cache Creek to Savona's Ferry... 2,000 00 

Road from Savona's Ferry to Okanagan 15,000 00 

Repairs to Front Street, New Westminster 750 00 

Esquimau Road, including new Bridges 9,000 00 

Victoria District Roads 15,200 00 

Esquimau District Roads and Trails, including Bridge 

across Sooke River 7,150 00 

Gowicban District Roads and Trails 8,200 00 

Nanaimo District Roads and Bridges ^ 5,000 00 

Comoz Roads and Trails 5,000 00 

Alberni to Nanaimo Trail, and from this point to Nanoose 2,400 00 

Total 140,450 00 

35.— MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

Provincial Exhibitions 500 00 

Insurance on all Government Buildings 700 00 

Telegrams 600 00 

Taking charge of Government Buildings, Douglas and 

Langley 100 00 

Printing General Map of Province in England 600 00 

Postage throughout the Province 1,200 00 

Tools and Implements for Road making 500 00 

Fire Department throughout the Province 2,500 00 

Road Tax Commissioners 700 00 

Grant to Mechanics' and Literary Institutes 500 00 

Grant to Water Company, Victoria 7,000 00 

Miscellaneous Services not detailed 2,000 00 

Stationery, Fuel, Light, etc 6,500 00 

Gratuities to Officers whose services may be dispensed 

with 2,000 00 

Appropriation for re-establishment of a Ferry at Lillooet 3,000 00 
Appropriation to provide temporary accommodation for 

Lunatics 5,000 00 

Copies of Official Maps for Registrar General of Titles.. 400 00 

Copy of Dispatches for Dominion Government 1,000 00 

Total 34,800 00 
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APPENDIX N. 

Abstract of the prohahle Revenue of the Provincial Govern^ 
ment of British Columhia,for the year \^2, showing also 
the Revenue received under the similar heads in the years 
1870 and 1871. 



Dominion Snbsidj $ 

Roads' Tolls ^ 

Land Sales • 

Land Revenne 

Rents, exclusive of Land 

Free Miners' Certificates 

Mining Receipts, General 

Licenses 

Fines, forfeitures, k fees of Court 

Fees of Office^ 

Sale of Government property 

Reimbursements in aid of Ex- 
penses incurred by Gov't 

Miscellaneous Receipts 

Arrears, Real Estate Tax 

Arrears, Road Tax 

Road Tax, 1872 

Interest on Canadian Stock, at 
5 per cent., 9 months 



Estimate 
of 1872. 



211,000 00 

• • • 

6,000 00 

7,000 00 

1,250 00 

10,000 00 

12,000 00 

43,000 00 

6,000 00 

6,250 00 

200 00 

7.337 Of 
200 00 
6,000 00 
2,000 00 
6,500 00 

i.roo 0( 



$ 328,737 00 



ReTeniie 
for 1870. 



39,302 

8,087 

4,702 

942 

8,940 

14,955 

42,295 

7,067 

4,247 

1,744 



18 
03 
15 
50 
00 
00 
83 
51 
28 
81 



Approximat* 
Keyenae 
of 1871. 



16,108 01 
256 28 

820 00 

• • • 

6,563 87 



107 

48 

22 

7 

1 

11 

19 

41 

11 

5 

2 



,000 00 
,865 00 
,665 00 
,227 00 
,442 00 
,612 00 
,148 00 
,730 00 
,454 00 
,123 00 
,550 00 

941 00 

887 00 

6,233 00 

• • • 

5,946 00 



156,122 45 292,823 00 
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At Barkerville, on the 20th ult., Mr. Thompson, M. P., addressed 
his constituents. In the course of his remarks, the bon, gentle- 
man presented the following financial statement of the direct 
pecuniary benefit British Columbia had derived from union with 
Canada, which, we think, will be found to be approximately 
correct : — 

Appropriations for British Columbia for 1872-3. 

Salary of Lieutenant-Governor $8,000 00 

Salary of Auditor 5,000 00 

Salaries of Supreme and County Court Judges 29,500 00 

Probable expense of Administration of Justice 10,000 00 

Expense Collecting Customs 20.000 00 

Mail Service— Ocean, $54,000; Inland, $60,000 104;000 00 
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Lighthoases — Maintenance, $16,500; ConRtrnriion, 

$9,000 25,600 00 

Telegraph Line — Subsidy and Maintenance 29,000 00 

Blasting Sister Rock 7,000 00 

Marine expenses 2,000 00 

Inland Revenue expenses 2,000 00 

Victoria Dredger expenses 10,000 00 

Steamer Sir James Douglas, expcnjes 20,000 00 

Building Custom House and Post Ofllcc, Victoria 25,000 00 

Building Marine Hospital 20,000 00 

Preliminary surveys for Penitentiary 5,000 00 

Indian Affairs 20,000 00 

Militia equipments, stores and expenses 30,000 00 

Grant towards Immigration ......'. 5,000 00 

$377,000 00 

Subsidy in accordance with Union Terms 214,000 00 

Interest saved and Sinking Fund 120,000 00 

$711,000 00 
Less probable receipts from Customs, now collected 

by the Dominion Government 300,000 00 

^Britith OolonUt^ Uh Augutt^ 1872. $411,000 00 
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2 cents 


3 " 


3 " 


»' 


2 " 


23 " 


6 '<■ 


34 ** 


B »' 


16 *« 


4 *« 


16 «< 
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} 
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Money Orders with Canada and England. 
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APPENDIX Q. 

Note referred to at page 46. 

Since writing the statement in the text, the following memoran- 
dam has been handed to me by a practical farmer from the North 
of Scotland. I submit it in full confidence of its accuracy 

Memorandum of crop on the farm of Mr. William Reid, Saanich, 
near Victoria, B. C. : — 

1869. 
13 acres of Oats gave 562 Imperial Bushels.... 41] Bushel? per acre 
Average of Bough Barley, within a small 

fraction of. 65 *» ** 

Average of Chevalier Barley 44J *» ** 

Do Wheat (Spring) weight 66 lbs. 

the Imperial Bushel 41 ** ** 

1870. 

15 acres Oats gave 735 Imperial Bushels 44 ** ** 

Average of Rough and Chevalier Barley, not 

distinguished 46f *' 

Average of Spring Wheat 38| ** 

Owing to uncommon drought the crop of ISVl was short of the 
above, which may be regarded as the probable return of fair aver- 
age seasons, with good cultivation. 

Mr. Reid states that on a neighboring fjirm in 1869 there were 
samples of Oats yielding upwards of 70 Bushels to the acre ; and 
on another farm a field of Wheat in, clayey bottom, that averaged 
50 Bushels throughout. 
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Extracts from the British Colonist Ncwqaj^er, referred to 
at Page 59. 

From Cache Cbbek to Okinaqan. 

The announcement (made in our advertising columns) that Mr. 
Barnard has placed a weekly line of passenger stages on the route 
between Cache Creek and Okinagan, connecting at the former 
point with the main trunk line to Cariboo, is suggestive of progress. 
The enterprise displayed by Mr. Barnard in thus following closely 
upon the heels of the road-makers is deserving of praise. The 
fact itself is calculated to arouse a people accustomed to think of 
the country as non-progressive, — standing stock still. A conch 
road from Cache Creek to Okinagan ! and a weekly line of stages 
on it I I This leads to enquiry about the country seemingly so 
suddenly opened up. And here we are made to feel our ignorance, 
— the little that is known about "the great interior." We will 
tell the reader what little we know about the country penetrated 
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by Mr. Bnrnard's enterprise. From Oache Creek to Okin&gan, a 
distance of about one hundred miles, [150] as the crow flies, six 
thousaiid head of cattle fatten upon nature's rich pastures. There 
is room for more than double that number. Calculating seven 
hundred pounds of beef to each animal, a low average as beeves go 
in that section, that would yield eight and a half million pounds 
of the finest beef in the world. In 1871 the yield of grain on the 
Tranquille, North and South Forks of the Thompson amounted to 
one and a quaiter million pounds. That was the product of less 
than a tenth of the land held under pre-emption, the whole being 
seven thousand, six hundred and eighty acres, which should be 
capable of producing at least twelve million pounds. Of bacon, 
upwards of forty thousand pounds was cured. At one dairy, (Mr. 
Jones') two thousand, five hundred pounds of excellent butter was 
made. The Spellum-cheen Valley will produce fall wheat of the 
finest quality without irrigation, in consequence of a fine surface 
soil and cliiy subsoil. The Okinagan will yield only fall wheat 
without irrigation; spring wheat, oats, and barley, etc., in won- 
derful profusion with irrigation. The yield of wheat ranges from 
one and a quarter to one and a half tons per acre. As high as nine 
tons of potatoes has been taken from the acre. Wherever tried 
fruit trees have done exceedingly well, while those severer tests of 
climate, Indian corn, tomatoes, musk melons, water melons, and 
"even, the grape vine have been cultivated with great success and 
without having recourse to artificial expedients. The country is, 
for the most part open, dotted with trees giving it almost the 
appearance of an old country park. It is so free from wood as to 
enable the horseman to canter at will in almost every direction, 
and in some instances no obstructions are presented to the free 
progress of a carriage. The face of the country is beautiful — 
relieved by ever changing succession of hill and dale. The water 
system is excellent, the surface of the country being indented by 
numerous lakes and rivers or smaller streams, everywhere 
teeming with fish of excellent quality. A mild climate will 
have already been inferred. It may be added that snow seldom 
falls to any depth, and never lies long. Horses, horned cattle 
and sheep pass the winter unhoused and uncared for and, as 
a rule, come out in good condition in the spring. On most 
of the grass ranges cattle shifting for themselves through winter 
are in prime condition for beef in the spring. In the country thus 
roughly and very imperfectly sketched, there are a few hundred 
settlers — we really do not know how many. In the valleys of the 
Thompson, Okinagan, and Cache Creek, there are about one hun- 
dred children. There is the making of happy homes for tens of 
thousands. In truth no more desirable country can be found, and 
it is not unreasonable to hope that the opening of a coach road 
leading through the heart of it, and the facilities for travel pre- 
sented by a weekly line of stages may lead persons in search of 
homes to go and see for themselves. The impression has gone 
forth that British Columbia is not, and can never be, an agricultural 
country. Without pausing to discuss the proper definition of the 
terra, we will say, without fear of successful contradiction, that, 
although British Columbia may never become a large exporter of 
agricultural productions, she has at least within herself the means 
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of supporting a population of between two and three millions. 
This much may safely be said in respect of what is known. The 
unknown we leave to the future. Augiut 9, 1872. 
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Since the remarks in the text were written, the following com- 
munication on the subject has been published : 

MoNTBBAL, 13th May, 18*72. 
Jambs Richardson, Esq., 

Geological Survey. 

Sir : — At your request we have much pleasure in reporting upon 
the hops of British Columbia, a sample of which you favoured us 
with. 

In our opinion they are of very superior quality, rich and fine in 
aroma. These hops resemble the California, and would be equally 
sure to find ready sale in this or other markets at the highest rates; 
they have been well dried and are in first rate condition. 

Our estimate of the value of these hops is that they are worth 
fully 10 cents per pound more than the best Canadian growth, the 
prices of which, during the past season, ranged from 50 to 75 
cents per pound according to demand. Exceptionally high priceSj 
however. Yours faithfully, WM. DOW & Co. 

— Britith Coloniit newspaper^ June^ 1872. 

[The hops in question were raised in the vicinity of Victoria.] 
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The following is the Official Advertisement inviting tenders for 
the construction of a Graving Dock at Esquimalt: 

British Columbia. 



ESQUIMALT GRAVING DOCK. 



The Government of British Columbia are prepared to receive 
Tenders for the construction of a Graving Dock, at the Naval 
Station, Esquimalt Harbor, under the guarantee provided in the 
Twelfth Section of the Terms of Union of this Province with the 
Dominion of Canada, which Section is in the following words : — 

" The Dominion Government shall guarantee the interest for 
ton years from the date of the completion of the work, at the rate 
of five per cent, per annum, on such sums, not exceeding £100,000 
sterling, as may be required for the construction of a first class 
Graving Dock at Esquimalt." 

The Dock to be of masonry, and of not less that the following 
dimensions : — 

Length|on floor, 370 feet. 
Do. overall, 400 feet, 
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Widtb betwaQn copings, 90 (bat, 

Da. on floor 45 feet, 

Do. of entrance - 63 feet. 

To afford a deptli of water on tbe sill of cot Ih99 than 36} fbet at 
high water Bprings, aad to be BubataDtiallj constructed to tbe 
approval of the Government, upon a. Bite to bo provided b; the 
person whoso tender may be accepted. 

Fnrlhvr particulara as to site, borings, Ic, majr be obtainf^d 
from T. A. Buleliv, Esq., Chief Engineer to Government, upon 
application in writing to tho Chief Cammissioner of Lands and 
Works. 

Tendere must Bpccifj the time within which tbe Dock will bo 
completed, and must be accompanied by drawings and descriptiona 
showing exact dimenaions, materials, and mode of conatrnction of 
proposed Dock. 

Tenders are to bo sealed, superscribed "Tender for Esqnimalt 
Graving Dock," addressed to the Chief Com mis si oner of Lan da and 
Works, Ticloria, British Columbia, and delivered at his Office 
before noon of tbe IBth day of November, 18T2. 

Persona who may consider the above guarantee to be iuBufiteient 
are at liberty to tender on tbe basis of auch supplemental gnaraotee. 
by the Provincial Government, ot upon snch other flnant' '' 
inducements, ai tbey may suggest. 

The OoTernment do not bind themselves to accept the lowesKi 
any tender. 

Each Tender must be accompanied tiy a Bond from tlie ContraC'' 
tor, and two sufficient sureties, for the payment of £10,000 to Set 
Majesty, Her heirs and successors, conditioned upon the due r\ilfll- 
ment of the Tender which it accompanies, provided it bo accepted 
within three months from the said 15th of November. 

By Command. GEO. A. WALKEU, 

C/titf Cemmiisioner 6/ Lands and Werk*. 

Land* and Warkt Office, 

Vietoria, April 2l(A, 1872. 

N.B. The date for the receptioa of Teodera has since been 
tended to noon of Slat December. 
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Prices ofsoTne articles of Farm. Produce in 

thepast Season. 

Oata, per 100 lbs $3-0 

Barley, Hough, per lUO fts 2 36(S 

Do Chevalier, " " „ a 60@2 TB 

Wheat, " I' „,„ a 2f 

Potatoes, " " 1 5(1 

Eggs per doien, 30 to 60 cents, at Christmas 

Butter, fresh, per lb 40(g 

Oien for beef, dressed weight, pet lb _ 13ra 

Swine, fattened, " " " - 12@__ 

Hay per ton of 2O0Onis $20>@i39^ 

Hops, per ft „ „ „ 2S toSO<tl 
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N. B. Under the former tarilf, recently snpeneded by the Gen- 
eral Tarifif of the Dominion, an import dnty of 30 cents per 100 lbs. 
was levied on Barley and Oats ; on Wheat, 36 centi per 100 lbs ; 
and on Potatoes, 60 cents per 100 lbs. 
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Present prices in Victoria of some Articles of Ordinary 
Family consumption, • 

Sugar, Sandwich Islands No. 1, per lb............................ 12}ct0. 

Do. Do. Do Lower qualities, per lb.......... 9, 10 k 11 c. 

Refined, per lb » 17@20 cts. 

Tea, from 36 to 76 cents according to quality. 

Tea, Japan, per tt) 16 cts. 

Coflfee, Baw ** 20@30 cts. 

Flour, extra fine, per bbl. of 200 lbs $7 00@7 60 

Do fine, in sacks 6 00 

Do ordinary" 6 00 

Bacon, per lb., Chicago 20 cts. Home 25 cts. 

Butter salt, per lb., California 30 cts, Home 40 cts. Fresh 50 cts. 

Beef, fresh, per lb 12}@18 c. 

Pork ** ** M........M ....M... ** ** 

Mutton, ** *< ZZ!ZZZ^ZZZZZZ!Z^^!!"!. ** ** 

Fish of various kinds, pertt) 1 6to8c.at the 

Salmon, " j regular shops 

N. B. Fish can be obtained from the natives very cheaply. 
Salmon from 26 toi 50 cents each, or from 1, to 2 cents per lb. ; 
when very abundant, cheaper. Oysters, too, very cheaply. 

Salted Salmon per bbl. of 200 lbs $ 7 00 

Do. Ool&hans ♦* ** " 7 00 

Syrup, refined, per keg of 6 gallons 6 76@6 00 

Molasses, Sandwich Island, per gallon 30 

Clothing generally, including duty, at a moderate advance on 
Invoice ; Canadian manufactures of course enter duty free. 

All importations are under the General Tariff of Canada. On 
the Ist July, among other proposed reductions, Tea and Coffee will 
come in duty free. 

N. B. The consumption of Sugar (except refined^ is met almost 
entirely by importations direct from the Sandwicn Islands — the 
quality very superior. From the same source there is also a con- 
siderable importation of other produce, including Oranges, Bananas 
and other semi-tropical fruits. The chief supply of flour has ' 
hitherto been from Oregon ; but in the Interior a sufficiency is 
now manufactured to meet the local demand, or nearly so, the Indian 
population being great consumers. From San Francisco, among 
other productions, are imported Oranges, Grapes, Ac, in great 
profusion during their season, together with native wines of very 
good quality. Other foreign wines, since the redaction of the 
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high duty till recentlj imposed, are procorable at a moderate 
advance for the importer's profit. So of malt liquors from London. 
Excellent beer is, however, brewed in the Province at a rate rather 
in advance of the ordinary English price. 



APPENDIX W. 

HoipitaU, 

There are three Public Hospitals in the Province, supported by 
private contributions with Government aid Onej at Victoria, 
another at New Westminster, the third in Caribou. 

In addition to these there is the Naval Hospital at Esquimau for 
the accommodation of H. M.'s fleet; and in Victoria a private 
hospital supported by the French Benevolent Society. 
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Theatre^ 

The Theatre, though small, is sufBiciently commodious for the 
present. There is no regular Managements and the performances 
are dependent on the visits of occasional troupes^ some of no 
mean ability, who annually visit Victoria. » Prominent among 
these performers may be mentioned the late Charles Eean and Mrs. 
Eean, who performed here for a series of nights some years ago, 
under invitation. Amateur theatricals and concerts are occasion- 
ally performed for the promotion of special objects: and among 
its other utilities, the Theatre is frequently the arena of Public 
Meetings, when of course much fervid eloquence ^* splits the ears 
of the groundlings.'' 
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Cfas and Water. 

Victoria is adequately supplied with the former by a Company 
incorporated for the purpose; and with water, by pipes laid down 
by another Company, supplemented by carts— ^-the source of supply 
being certain springs on a ridge near the town. Surveys are now 
in progress with the object of introducing a mere copious supply 
from a lake, distant some six miles from the town. 
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A table of Latttwlfi* ami Ijtmffiludet of tonu: plar.ri i 
BrititJi Colv/nMa, at dr.termini:d hy t/te Royal Enf/ineer 



StallMI 


LatllDil* 


Appm. 






Morth. 


:i™,. W-t. 


Alcx»iidrU, .... 


62 


IT 


40" 


133 


26'6B" 


AaderaoD, .... 


CO 32 


13 


123 36 22 


Antler, .... 


G: 68 44 


121 


28 23 


Beaver cWk, Cut off VnlUj, 


62 


24 




128 


ao 7 


Gt 


7 


e 


121 


39 B» 


Beaver Lake, Sellen' Hotel, • 


63 


39 


IB 


121 


6G 4 


Denver ?%n bnuae, I.lghtnlDg Creek, 


63 


3 


68 




62 40 


BHdKe River, mouth, 


60,46 33 


122 


3 63 


Bridge Creek liuuie, - 


61 


39 


3 


121 


24 68 


Campment du Chevreuil, 


iO 


20 


67 


131 


H 34 


Cumctati't Farm, \'i m, rrnm CoUonwooii 






38 


132 


14 3H 


Cnmiiiiient det Kemmea, 


41) 


33 




120 


4n 38 




S3 


8 






30 43 


Collonwood, .... 








122 


7 


CokHln. .... 


52 


23 




12B 


60 34 


Doufclaa, .... 




45 








Ktigulmalt, V. I., Dunlne I'olDt, 


4S 






133 


20 *a 


(FortColvlle, U.H.,). 

Fort Qeorgi, .... 


48 38 




1)8 


7 1» 


63 63 




123 


4G 1 


Poantain, .... 


60 44 




132 


1 2» 


Oarry Point, .... 


4B 






123 


11 17 


(Ireen Lake, oppoii<te Creacent liUnd, 


61 


23 




131 




Harrison River, Moulh, 








121 


64 34 


Hat Klver, Mouth, . 




Gl 




121 


33 30 


Hr-i..-. 


40 


22 




131 


27 68 


Kelihir.^, .... 


63 46 




121 


28 33 




63 


33 




136 47 34 


Uke Lallacii'e, East end, (canin) ■ 


61 


49 






36 67 


Lake La Ilache, Weit end, . 


61 


61 




121 


44 to 


Lanttler Barrack i, . 


40 


13 




133 


3G 14 


Lillooet, Court Houae, 


60 




40 


123 


3 38 


Lillooet Lake, Zi»-mile houae. 


60 






123 36 43 


Ljtton, .... 


60 


)3 




121 


40 l» 


Marmot Uke, 


63 






131 


36 33 


Ni'w Wi'Xinlnitcr, - 


49 


13 47 


132 


63 19 


Ni.nr"iii, (i-"nii.) 


62 


22 


61 


13G 


13 48 


North Kivor. 'j|ir>"iiti^ moutb, 


60 






12U 27 30 


likiitA^'in LnkP, hinij at, 




31 




119 


20 36 


Oaoyooa Lake. 


4e 




62 


lis 38 66 




GO 


69 


16 


121 


68 37 


PembortOD, .... 


GO 


IT 33 


133 


43 IB 


Paat7:ee, .... 


62 


13 


10 


134 


3 24 


Queanel River, raoDth, 


63 




17 


132 


27 a 




53 


58 IB 


133 10 63 
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Station. 




Latitnde 


Approx. 






North. 


Long. West. 


Qnesnel River, Forks, 


^ 


62039>'42// 


121042>'52'^ 


Round Prairie, Phillips' Farm, 


- 


62 47 57 


122 23 49 


Richfield, Gonrt house, 


. 


53 3 9 


121 33 65 


Salmon River, Grand Prairie, 


- . 


50 28 34 


119 47 36 


Seton, - - - 


- 


60 40 18 


122 5 47 


Seton Lake, West end, 


. 


50 42 25 


122 26 43 


Shtooiht, 


_ 


52 21 36 


126 5 16 


Snowshoe house, 7 miles from Antler, 


52 65 


121 27 22 


Swift River, mouth, - 


. 


53 7 39 


122 28 34 


Tahartee Lake, 


• 


52 24 32 


123 2 49 


Vanwinkle, Court house, 


. 


53 1 31 


121 44 42 


Vermillion Forks, 


. 


49 27 42 


120 28 62 


Williams Lake, Court house. 


- 


52 9 24 


122 13 32 


Yale, . - 


- 


49 33 44 


121 26 68 
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Table showing the Approximate Altitudes above the Sea of 
some places in British Columbia from Observations hy 
Officers of the Royal Engineers, 

ClNTBAL DiSTBIOT. FllT. 

Boston Bar settlement 472 

Court-House at Lytton 780 

Thompson's River — mouth of the Nicola 788 

The Lakes (Venables') 2,170 

Ashcroft Farm (Cornwall's) 1,508 

Bounaparte River — mouth of Maiden Creek 1,906 

Summit Altitude of trail from Green Lake to Bridge Creek.. 3,660 

Bridge Creek House 3,086 

Lake la Hache 2,488 

Deep Dreek (South) at the Crossing 2,255 

Court-House, William's Lake 2,136 

The Springs Farm 1,860 

Soda Creek crossing 1,690 

Mud Lake 2,076 

Fort Alexandria, Fraser level 1,420 

Summit Altitude of trail from Mud Lake to Beaver Lake 3,300 

Beaver^Lake— Sellers' Hotel 2,110 

The " Green timber," South limit 2,880 

Little-Lake House 2,636 

Summit of trail thence to Quesnelle Forks 3,375 

Quesnel City 1,958 

MitcheU's Bridge, North branch of Quesnel River 2,120 
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Oabibod District. fht. 

GMiboD L*ke 2,B66 

Saow-sboe Creek, Leoo'a bouee 4,930 

Snow-shoe Peak 6,130 

Snow-shoe Uoantoin, Leon's bouse 5,844 

Antler Creek Settlement 4,010 

Uilk Pftrm, Malonj'i 4,4S0 

Summit of trail over Mount Agnes to Lightning Creek~ G,8B0 

Marmot Peak 6,310 

Marmot Lake b,&40 

Hichficia Court^House 4,218 

Van Winkle Court-Houae _ 3,661 

Cottonwood 2,530 

Fraser River, at Mouth of Quesnel River _ 1,490 

Do. at Moatb of Swia River 1,530 

Do. at Fort George .- 1,690 

By thh Lillooit Rooti. 

B. E. Observatory, New Weslminater 64 

Harrison Lake- 71 

Douglas Court-HoUBe 136 

HotSpriDgHousa(TeBip.ofSpring, 130'*— Dr. Seddail, R.B.) 474 

Lillooet Luke 620 

Summit Lake 1,48S 

Anderson Lake 958 

Seton Lake 898 

Fraser River at Lillooet (June level) „ 693 

Fountain 1,391 

Capt. Martloj's Farm-house„ 3,506 

TUo Grotto, Pavilion Mountain 3,889 

Summit of Boad, do. do 5.013 

46th Mile Post, Cul-off Vallej 2,973 

Cut-off BlreamDflAc head of Valley 2,340 

Buonaparte Birer at tho Mound 2,1*4 

Junction of do. with Hat River 1,686 

Bead of Great Chasm 3,663 

Immediately below in Uhasm '. 3,73* 

Oreen take ..... 3,164 

Bt thi Bbhthick Abh Bodti. 

Nookeetz [mined village) - lOT 

Asananny do. _ 33T 

Noosknlfzt do. 816 

Nootkleia (inbabiled village) 393 

Shtooiht (SpriDgB) 464 

Foot of Great Slide on Atnab-cob Kiver 1,110 

Summit of the Great Slide 3,330 

Summit of the Mountain above the Slide-.. 3,890 

Hotharko [!rook, at foot of Precipice... 2,480 

Summit of tho Precipice 3,840 

Nimpob^ 3,601 

Lake Towteeetsan 3,680 




Snmmit AUiludc of tUo trail on llie Platenii 4,380 

Summit Lake 4,030 

Lake Cbftntalar 3,sm>^^ 

Liiki! Chanthopeen ^'^!^fl 

[N.B. — Tb« ^Bentuick Arm route lias been abandoued for softd^^^ 
jeors.] M^l 
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Extract referral to at paffe SQ. ^^^M 

lisil to Nnnaima, the seat of King; ConI, Dcver failg to ^^^^| 
' pnas obeervaDt and taHecliag peisonB with freBli conBciousncBB^^^' 
tbe power whitfa tbit sable moaaruh is destined to nield on the 
Noctb PnciQc. Tbe Vnacouver Coel Compasy are opeuing up ibo 
NanaiiDO lUiues very extensive!;. Duuglas Pit, b> largely produc- 
tive mine, is etill competeut to, and for Ibc most part does, supply 
present demand. But, in iiuticipation of incrofided' dcmaud, 
works are being rapidly developed at various other points. The 
deep pit, three hundred feet belotr the snrfttce, will wia several 
square miles of coal. Workmen bme only just commenced lo 
drire out from tbe bottom uf ibis shuft and are crossing what in 
mining parlance is termed a " fault," which has sumeivhRt dislo- 
cated tbe strata immediatelv aboTe and below tbe scam. Bat the 
coal, although contorted considerably, is of eteellenl quality; and 
indications are net with onlj h few leet from the pit bottom show- 
ing tbat the termination of tbe "fault" cannot be far off. 
scam is from six to eight feet in tbicknes!, nod will con tin I 
turn out tbe " Block Diamond" for an indefinite period. On 1 
castle laland the same Company have a splendid prospect, 
there are two seams being worked into, — the one known ita NeW"^ 
castle, the other tbe Douglas. Both of these seams crap out near 
the water's edge, and are ia every respect just as ciinvenienlly 
situated fur working and shipping as one could well conceive or 
wish a coal mine to be. Kewcastle seam is from eight to n 
in thickness, and a " beading '' is driven into it two hundred & 
fifty yards by way of e:ip!orntion. This mine is fully ready to yl( 
a regular out-put of eieellent conl. The Douglas seam is explo;^ 
by slope two hundred and seventy yards from tbo surface, the cp 
improving in thickness as the depth increases. At the bottom 6 
tbe slope, the formation ia divided into two parts,— thus : three 
and a balf feet of coal, and two nnd a hnlf feet of indurated clay, 
and over the clay there aro three feet of coal. As the elope deepens, 
tbe fire-clay grows thinner, and eiperienced miners argue confi- 
dently, froQ) tbis gradual convergence OT the two [seams of|Coal, 
that riiey will be found to join not far off. There appears to be no 
reasonable ground of donbt as to tbe extent and continuity of these 
Island coals, as both seams are found in proper poaitiou on bolli 
Bides of the Island. Wharf accomodation, and tbe best and n 
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complete appliances and facilities for shipping the coal are beings 
projected and provided as fast as the works can be proceeded with. 
Other explorations for deep coal are about to be made. It will be 
impossible to dwell upon the very complete, substantial, and 
extensive character of the Company's works and machinery. 
These might well occupy an entire article. Were we to stop here, 
the reader would receive a very inadequate impression as to the 
extent of the coal measures at Nanaimo, and the amount of enter- 
prise applied to their development. The Wellington Goal Mine 
(perhaps more generally known as the Dunsmuir Mine) on Depar« 
ture Bay, about three miles above the town of Nanaimo, must not 
be accounted as amongst the least important of our coal workings. 
Here the indomitable perseverance of Mr, Dunsmuir was rewarded 
by finding a seam of very superior coal, having a thickness rang- 
ing from eight to thirteen feet, and in a position highly favorable 
to profitable development. This mine is about three miles distant 
from the point of shipment on Departure Bay and has been 
worked for more than a twelvemonth. A very substantial wooden 
tramway has been constructed from the mine to the water, where 
large and commodious wharves have been built. At present the 
coal is transported in trams drawn by horses; but the enterprising 
manager has resolved that in the course of another year the 
wooden rail shall be superseded by the iron, and the horse by the 
locomotive steam engine. This cursory and necessarily very in- 
complete sketch may suffice to show that British Columbia pos- 
sesses great coal stores and that she is not altogether unprepared 
to meet the greatly increased demand almost certain very soon to 
be made upon these stores. It also points to the great importance 
of Nanaimo, the Newcastle of the Dominion." — Britiah Colonist^ 
Auffust I5thj 1872. 
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Notes regarding the Stone-quarri/ at Nanaimo. From the 
" British Colonist^^ newspaper — Attgust^ 1872. 

''Nanaimo is endowed with greater natural wealth than, per- 
haps, any other part of the wide Dominion of Canada. Her coal 
measures already opened formed the subject of a recent article. 
Her coal stores still locked might fill a book. In these practically 
inexhaustible stores Nanaimo possesses a power which must com- 
pel Commerce and Manufacture to kneel at her feet. But Nanaimo 
has a mine of wealth of a different kind — the Newcastle Stone 
Quarry. This quarry has been worked for upwards of two years, 
and yet it may be said to be scarcely opened. Here are several 
square miles of a continuous formation of the best free-stone to 
be found anywhere on the coast. No more conclusive evidence of 
the superiority of this stone need be sought than the fact that the 
United States Mint at San Francisco is made of it. The mint cost 
considerably over a million and a half, and absorbed eight thousand 
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tons or ibe NewcftBtk Btoaa. T)io iiilrotlucUoD of tliln *lona^ 

so impnctnat > purpaie naturiiUy arouecd k certain smounf 

local Jcaloiisjr nud bronglil out eone Intcrnntionnl prejudice- ' 

GODBeiiaence iritB tliat the stuno wax aabjeclcd to a tatbcr mors 
severe teit than would oih«rwige liftve beoa the case. It le gmlify- 
ing (0 Icsrn that the United fitiktcB Itiepcctor has, in bis recent final 
reiinrt, given the atone the highest character. To paMegs a Bloae 
■luarry so Biiporior in crery tesjHict ns to COmiasad the pulrott 
of SiLD Kranvlsco and orereome the prejudlcei of the GnM 

Eiiblie i* something of which Manitimo nin; ja±tly be protid. 
are seid Uint tbe San Fmnciseo Uiut took eight thouaand toUL.,, 
this etonu. In ud<lilioii lo this it toukaliirt-equantibrof ila^V> 
Btono foi ceurt-yaril, slde-wnlfc^, aad ccllnr. lu the eight tboiitftnd 
tons wero sonio pieces ileaorvlng »t spcoiflo notice. Theiro were 
eix columnB, twentj-eJghl feci loii^, by four feel two inches square. 
These columns were (kDldees throiigliout. There were two slooea 
for corner pediment fifteen tons each, nnd two key Btoues of foar- 
teeu tons each. One clrcn instance has teudeil acrioualj to lessen 
the profits of the quarry. Erory stone goSiLg to make up tho 
eight thousand Ions for the mini has been of specific dimensiona; 
nnd in quarrying to fill tlia order a great deal of such stone as 
would be used lor smaller buildinga or for rii'iMe masonry has 
gone to woBto owing to tlicre boiug no demniid for it. Ui this 
waste stone there has been enough to realize Qfty thoiiaand dollars 
in a market preeenting a local demand for it.. And yet it has not 
yielded fifty centi. Nay, to remove it out of tho wnyli&s 
thousands of dollars. Wo have said that the (juarry is scar 
fairly opened. The last cargo of Blonc sent to Bun FraneiBco 
been proaooncoA of a superior qnalUy to that previously Bent, 
is well nnderstood that the ittinlily of the slotie iranroveB SB 
go in. Tbe nuany has now an cxcoltect nnd earenilly prepi 
" face" on It, from which stone may be talceo superior in point] 
qnality to any yet quarried, and of olmoEt any conceivable ditoai 
sions. Columtii fitly feet long (or one hundred if necBBBftry) Ml 
four nnd a half feet Uiick ean bo supplied, without Qaw or fknlt 
iu them; or if necessary, blocks fifteen feet B<|nnro can be taken 
out. This quarry is doubtU-ss deatioed to exert more or less in< 
fliience upon the character of our public boildings. Amongit 
other things the Federal Government have undertaken to erect a 
Cni^tom-housc, Fost^lGce, Fenitcntiary, and Marine Hospital in 
Ibis ProTince. It is of no little importance that the Newcait'~ 
Quarry, so convenient and aoccsaiblo for shipping, stands prepan 
to supply tbe necessary stone for these; and the fitcilitieB th| 
presented for obtaining tbe larger sectiona of the llDOBt stone 
doubllesB encourage the Dominion Qovemment to indulge 
class of architecture that might be considered unattainable u 
less naspicions cireamslances- When tbe Gnitod States ant 
lies have sent nil tho way to Nanaimo for stone to constmel 
mint at San Fraccleco, the Dominion Government cannot well 
terlain tbe idea of employing leas desirable mattrial in the 
Btructloo of the Federal huildiegs here. Persoas visiting Nam 
should not como away without " doing" Newcastle Qoot^y. 
vlBit tt) it will repay tbe trouble, and will always bo — " — " 
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jojable by the kind hospitality and courteons attentions of the 
deservedly popular proprietor, J. G. Dawes, Esq., and of the no 
less popular manager, Mr. Nightingale." 



APPENDIX D.2. 

The following tahle of Approximate Distances and Times I 
find quoted from the work of Dr, Rattray^ R, N.y noticed 
in Appendix G'2, 

Distances from IIong Kong to England bt tue different Routes. 

Goo. MiloB. Days. 
Distance by Cape of Good Hope (Hong Kong 

to Southampton) 12,000 110 

Distance Overland by Suez (Hong Kong to 

Southampton^ 9,4G7 50 60 

Distance by British Columbia (Hong Kong 

to Southampton), by steam and railway 11,121 36 



Distances from Sydney to England by the different Routes. 

Sydney to Southampton by Cape of Good Hope 11,880 miles. 

Do. do. by Suez 11,219 " 

Do. do. by Cape Horn 12,t46 <* 

Do. do. by Panama 11,115 ** 

Do. do. by Vancouver Island ......... 11,704 •• 



APPENDIX E-2. 

Ifotes Regarding the quality of the Timher yielded by tlm 

Douglas Fir, 

The following extract is taken from Dr. Charles Forbes' Essay:— 

The Flexibility, Resiatanee, and Deneity of Masts from Vancouver 
Itland compared with Masts from Riga : 

The principal quality of these woods is a flexibility and a ten- 
acity of fibre rarely met with in trees so aged j they may be beut 
and twisted several times in contrary directions without breaking. 

Several poles of the greatest length having the end at the foot, 
and the top of the tree out off} were tried oomparatiyoly with poles 
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Those cxpcrlmemj gWe a tncao almoEt identical, for the bcndli 
and breaking of Iho In-o kimls of nooit, wblle the deneilj diffc 
□oUiblj to tbe advantage of tbe Vancouver wood. 

Tbe oQl; queation icill undecided is that of durability. The 
muetB and spars of Vancouver are wooda rare and exceptional for 
dimenfliona and eupsrlor qualitlefl, Blrenglh, lightneeB, abfiecce of 
kootB and olber grare vices. 

"Toulon," Septembet 31, IBSO. Signed, L. A. SiLTBsrEa, Dt 
Perron, Chief Engineer of 3d Seoiioa. 



The foUoieing fro; 



n Essay bj/ the Rev. R. 0. L. Broion, 



Tbe foIloTving extract froni the Oardener'e OhronieU, ii given by 
a recent number of the Briliih Columlian newspaper: 

"The remarka lately made in our columoB on the very great 
value of the douglas fib, bare led one of tbe most skilful of our 
judges of timber to favoop na with the following highly important 
information. Tbia fir wood, Uu. Wa. Wilson Saundebb, F. R. S., 
of Lloyd's, baa had many opportunities of examining carefully; 
and, ia order to satisfy one of our largeat importers, be has made 
some careful experiments on its strength and flsiibility in compar- 
ison with other similar woods. Tbe following table, with which 
he has favored us, gives the result, wbicb is in tbe highest degree 
satisfactory. Mr. Wilson Sanndcra has a regular machine for 
these experiments, and the results can be implicitly relied on. 

Lengths of the woods enumerated iu tbe following table, care- 
fully squared to Ij inch, were submitted to pressure of weights 
pendent from tbe centre, tbe lengths being supported between 
standards exactly 6 feet apart. The weight at which each broke 
and tbe amount of deflection from the horiEontal line at the time 
of breaking, are given in the folloiving table: 
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Ibe. Inchee. 

Doaglas Fir 280 4 Fracture, ronfcb and long. 

Pitch Pine 280 4 '^ short and even . 

Ganada Spruce 196 4.7 ** short and rough. 

Red Pine 168 6 ** rough. 

Larch — ^British 168 5.2 ** short and even. 

Deodar from Himalaya... 164 3.8 *^ short. 

The specimens experimented upon were carefullj selected from 
the best description of wood, and free from all defects. The de- 
flection is given in inches and tenths of an inch. Each wood had 
two trials, and the figures give a mean result." 
Dr. Lindley commenting on these tables goes on to say: 
''It will be thus seen that none of the firs approached in 
strength the Douglas or the Pitch Pine; it having required the 
weight of 280 Ibt. to break a tmall bar of their tooodj no more than an 
inch and a quarter square, A hundred and sixty-eight pounds broke 
a piece of British Larch of the same scantling. Mbreover, be- 
tween the Douglas Fir and Pitch Pine, whoso strength was equal, 
there is this great difference, that while the latter snapped short 
under a pressure of 280 lbs., the Douglas yielded unwillingly with 
a rough and long rend." 



APPENDIX F-2. 

Note P. S. re/erred to at page 67. 

The winter of 1835-36 is here referred to. Crossing the Hocky 
Mountains from Tete Jaune's Cache to Jasper's in September, on 
foot, I had returned with a party of some 22 persons, with horses. 
After embarking in our canoes and descending Fraser River a few 
miles, we were ice-bound — the winter being premature in an un- 
wonted degree — about the 23rd of October. Short of provisions, 
and unable to make our way downwards owing to the unequally 
frozen condition of the stream, we made a cache of the canoes and 
their contents, at a point noted in Arrowsmith's map, and retraced 
our steps to Jasper's — the snow being about nine inches deep at 
the Summit of the Pass The supplies obtainable at Jasper's 
were inadequate to our wants; and we had to continue our retreat 
down the Athabasca, and across to Edmonton on the Saskatche- 
wan. There we obtained copious supplies, with dog-sledges to 
convey them. Leaving some of the party there, to follow in the 
Spring, we set out on our return. We hadh experienced some little 
difficulty on the way down: but the return-trip, being now pro- 
vided with snow-shoes, warn clothing, and plenty of pemican, was 
performed with comparative comfort, — the Journey from Edmonton 
to Stuart's Lake occupying only 46 days. It was on this return 
trip that the observations noted in the text were made. The depth 
of the snow for a short distance at the summit of the Pass was 
about eight feet — but it was melting very fast at the period of our 
passage, about the 1st January, and there was a warm rain (ailing. 
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Tbis tliaw, M Bbcwn in the text, waa rcpostcil (an tatervnl nfvM 
days' cold bavlog been mesDwhile experienced) below T^cJauan 
Cache: and I conjecture irat likewiM rei>eated nt tbe siiDiia 
where no had first experienced it. It may bo added thftttbeiUi 
ID question, M we afterwards aKertaiiicd, wns not expuie 
ihe lower parta of Frascr Eivar, remote from the innimtains, wH^ 
continuouB cold, of remarkable severity, had prevallird t?>rotigb(nf 

The object, it may be explained, of the cuiomunicRlIon at tT* 
lime maintained through the Tiile Jnune Fbh, wbb for the c*"' 
oa&l conTOjflnce of dreued Munsc-Ientlier, nupplied Iron 
Bbuudnuce of the Sualint^lLewaD, fur llie ttse of^lunrl'a Ltih 
the surroimdiot.' I'osLi, wlitru it w«a nmeb in dcmnnd. neuiii: (I 
route is iiueslioa Una bccu Iteiiuenllj culled tlio Leathtr-riu, 
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Before concluding, the Writer thinlia it wiill to append a memo- 
randum of tbe principal Worlis ttealin^ diroctl; or indirectly of 
the subject in issno wlilch he can rccolt to memory, anil Avm 
-which much valuable infomintion cen be obtained. Fruio this UlT 
be has designedly eiciuded the book of a Mr. McDonald, Wl 
wrote, profeasing to give an account of Brilieh Colombia, toA 
years ago. The Writer Vas no desire to criticise the work ] 
(jncstion, which, indeed, he hog had nc' opportunity of judgti 
save from extracts that have been lar^jely iiuoted bj the Press : 1 
those extracts conyey an impression so utterly at varionce w. 
the observations of others, that, were the contrary not known, \ 
might have Inferred that the Author had never set foot within II 
Provicce. The valuable work ofLord Milton and Dr. Cfaea^ 
will, however, have since cartcoted many of the fat^e imprassloi 
which the former work was calculated to convey; ond the on] 
object in here DOtii^ing Mr. McDonald's prodnctioti is to put thost 
on their guard who may have imbibed such impressions thronj* 
reading it, without baving suhsequently met with the sMutW 
corrective. 

For n similai; reason the Writer proceeds to notice a oc 
on the climate of a portion of British Columbia which appaa. 
Eonie years ago; and which, as emanating from a higher and betU 
known authority, was calculated, if uncorrected, to convey a 
Impression more permanently injurious. The passage in qnestlc 
appeared in the Coloniiation Circular of ISGl, and was from ll . 
pen of Mr. John Maolean, formerly a Wintering Partner of Ihft ' 
Hudson's Hay Company, and now residing in Canada. TboWriter'i 
attention was called to the .'ubjoot, scml-officially, by the Oovcrnor 
of the period, the present Sir James Douglas: and he i ~ " 
iinence wrote a reply to theicmarks, which w 
officially employed and is here reproduced. 
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Victoria, V. I., January 3, 1862. 

Sm, — My attention has been directed to a passage in a recent 
number of the Colonization Circular^ having reference to the climate 
of Stuart's Lake in British Columbia. I notice it the more readily 
since it stands in juxtaposition to another passage in which my 
own name appears. 

When Mr. McLean mentions his haying witnessed so great a 
variation of temperature during a single day, he omits, (as quoted) 
to advise his readers that such a day was an exceptional instance 
and not the rule. So far from presenting anywise an un;^enial 
climate, Stuart's Lake is an extremely pleasant place of residence 
— at least so I have always regarded it. -The various wild fruits 
flourish and ripen ; and even the crop of the service-berry, which 
when in flower you are aware is extremely susceptible to frost, is 
rarely blighted. Potatoes do not always succeed, it is true ; but 
the failure may, I think, be ascribed usually to errors in the selec- 
tion of the spots cultivated. Some attention to this point is neces- 
sary, in order to avoid the occasional night-frosls to which the 
hollows are subject, but from which the slopes towards the Lake 
are usually free. No better evidence that the climate is on the 
whole a genial one need be adduced than this — that the tender 
little humming-bird is common during summer at Stuart's Lake 
as well as in the less elevated and hotter parts of British Columbia. 

I need not recall Your Excellency's attention to the fact that 
a difference of temperature, equal to at least ten degrees of Lati- 
tude, exists during winter between positions on the Pacific Coast, 
as compared with others on the Atlantic. The difference is more 
marked as we approach the Coast on either side ; but is likewise 
very perceptible in the Interior of British Columbia, where the 
cold is neither so frequently severe nor so continuous as on the 
Eastern side of the Kocky Mountains. 

I have the honor to be, 
To His Excellency \ &c. &c. &c. 
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Governor Douglas^ C. B, f (Signed) *♦*** 

Works of Reference. 

Vancouver's Voyage on N. "W. Coast of America, 1790-95. 

Voyage of Portlock and Dixon on N. "W. Coast of America. 

Voyage of Meares on N. W. Coast of America. 

Voyage ^ la Cote du Noid Quest dans les Annoes 1810-15, par 
Gabriel Franchdre. 

Travels of Sir Alex. McKenzie to the Pacific Ocean, &£., in the 
years 1789-93. 

Ross Cox's Columbia River. 

Jewett's Narrative of a captivity at Nootka Sound in 1804. 

An Essay on Vancouver Island by Dr. Charles Forbes, R.N., 1862, 

A work on Vancouver Island by J. D. Pemberton, Esq., Sur- 
veyor General of the former Colony. — London 1862. 

Travels of Lord Milton and Dr. Cheadle. 

A work on the West Coast of Vancouver Island by Gilbert M. 
Sproat, Esq. 
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OTcrlnrnl Boote through Britiflli North Amtrica, by AM 
Wadilinglon. — Longmane, London. 1868. ' 

OSlcial Report on BtitUb Colurabln of the ilun. II, L. LnneoTlil, 
UlniMcr or Public Works nfCnnndn, 1871. 

VADCOUTer T»]atid *di1 British Columbia, l)j Dr. Rattray, B. S. 

Tliera U also > work trenling of tbti North-Weiit CouBt by Jobn 
Duau, a yonag mna foriDoTly in tho omploy of tho IlQdsoa^s ~ 
Coinpuny hr n n torn keeper, Ac, which glvoe, 1 bclievo, n good 
of Information nbuut the Coast, io its coniiiilon prior to coll 

Nor* P. 3. Sincn Iho preparntion of tb« rtbore IIi 
treating of BrItiBh Uotiimbla, of recent date, ha«a been brougbt 
nnder my notice ; vrhiafa, with the reviairer's comments upon one 
of ibora, form the text for some remarks wblch I judge il nccoHory 
to make Id Ihfl Suiiiilementary Cbnpt&r. A dopy of ono of Ibesa 
works— called, I tbldk, " Queen Charlotte Inlands "—by ft Mr. C. 
E.Poole,! have seen and cursorily perused. The other, styled 
" Very Far West Indeed," written professedly by e, Mr. II. Bjroo 
Johnson, I am acquainted vilb only through tbo columns of the 
Salurdai/ Revirw uf SSth Mny last. These works may lie read as 
romances — provided, and provided only, they be BufHciently at 
Iraclire aa such ; a very queslionable proposition : but as convey- 
ing. In the reviewer's words, any " useful hints da Io how and 
"■where to Settle lu British Columbia, to the emigrant who has ft 
'I natural taste for ■ bars and Injuns,' or whose sense of daring ' 
"tickled by the Rnpidi of the Fraser," both areworio tbonwon" 
leaa — they are ineffably delusive, lu the Srsl wo have very w( 
derful adventures by flood and field. Bears of course figure Oi 
spicuoasly ; Indians are shot down — on paper at least — as ooqI , 
and with as little compunction, as a Cockney sporLsman " poU" 
sparrows. Formidable trails are followed over imaginary moun- 
tains " sixteen thoasand " feet in height ; and an ordinary canoa 
voyage, which had been performed acorea of times before, and II 
now almost weekly performed by uupreteuding traveller* passing 
to and fro, is magnified into an exploit exceeding tb»t of Cuptain 
Bligb, of " Bounty " celebrity, wilb which it is spcFially and most 
audaciously contrasted. WiLhal it maybe said that tho nulhor 
does not apparently seek to convey an injurious icnpiession ofthe 
Province as a field for lettlemcnl. Ilis faults proceed from a queer 
idiosyncraay, which prompts him, where personalty concerned, to 
view every matter through a magnifying glass, to the constant 
ecaltHtioD of his own individual pruwess. The other work, with 
all the faults of the first, contains some astounding statements, 
even more reprehensible, if possible, from an citraneons point of 
view:, end, If we may judge from the eitmcls, is altogether con- 
ceived in a spirit of exaggeration nnd detraction, with moUves 
which wo will not attempt to analyae. A notorious steam-boat 
story, for instance — apocryphal at tho best — has been taken from 
the stock traditions of the Lower UiBsigiipi, and adapted to tha 
meridian of the Fraser. Again a teniational anecdote of alleged 
mining adventure io Caribou, resulting in an aasertcd execution 
under " LyDcb-law," is grarely related. Whether the occurrence 
ever bappeued in any place wo cannot pretend to say — but thi» 
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may be safely affirmed, that it never occurred in any part of British 
Columbia : neither it nor any other similar case of " Lynch-law." 
Miraculous rapids are familiarly talked of, situated midway in the 
course of the Fraser, and yet 1,2*00 miles from its source — the 
the whole length of the river meanwhile not exceeding 800 miles. 
We will say nothing of the want of good taste that pervades the 
work — manifested in many unjustifiable personal allusions — the 
truth of the assertions in one particular case having moreover been 
direclly controverted — and notably in the coarse sneer at the reli- 
gious persuasion of a respectable dealer of the Upper Country, 
whose name is brought incidentally and unwarrantably on the 
carpet. Nor will we comment on the barbarous slang which is put 
forward as characteristic of the Country: as if people here habit- 
ually talked of ** bars and Injuns and grizzlies ;" or that the edu- 
cated American gentlemen who form a highly-respected portion of 
the community, employ a jargon which, if employed at all, is con- 
fined to the rudest classes of the remote interior States. 

Enough, however, of these productions, which I have been 
reluctantly brought to notice. It is a reliefs refer once more to 
the healthily-written book of Lord Milton and Dr. Cheadle, before 
noticed ; and to join with it the work of Mr. Sproat above men- 
tioned — of which, by the way, I cannot recall the exact title. The 
perusal of these and other similar writings, proceeding from gen- 
tlemen of known standing and reputation, will serve to correct the 
erroneous impressions possibly derived from other questionable 
sources. Among the former, however, I ought not to omit special 
reference to the Report of the Honorable Mr. Langevin, before 
noted — the result of that gentleman's tour through the Province 
in the autumn of last year. I have not yet seen a copy of this 
production, but am informed that it contains a mass of statistical 
information of the most valuable kind, with remarks justly appre- 
ciative of the varied resources and capabilities of the Province. 
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In direct relation with the remarks at page 102, J quote the 
following passage from the work of Captain Vancouver: — 

** Here [at Attowai, Sandwich Islands] we rejoined the Amer- 
ican brig Washington.* ********** Amongst other articles 
that Mr. Kendrick [the master] had procured whilst at Woahoo 
was eighty pounds of very fine bees- wax that had been drifted by 
the sea on to the shores of that island, and had very recently been 
picked up by the natives ; and I now understood that some pieces 
had also been procured from the natives of the other islands by 
Mr. Kendrick." — Vancouver's Voyage^ Vol, F.,j». 121. 8 vo, JEd, 
London 1801. 
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APPENDIX 1-2. 

Note referring to a 'passage regarding the progress of the 
Sainton J at page 27. ** The Tdlo^ following up the other 
branch, do not, like the Kase, enter the Nej^c6h/' &c. 

The River Nej&-c6h (Rivikre du Large) waters the country inhab- 
ited bj the Neja-otin (Oeru du Large) a remote branch of the T&- 
cullj, who so distinguish them from the rest of the tribe. This 
river joins the Nautlay-Acdh (or Eraser's Lake Branch] from the 
Bouth -westward, about a mile below the effluence of Eraser's Lake; 
and it is thus that the description iti the text is to be understood. 

This explanation appears necessarj, since I notice that in a late 
map of the Province the term **Nej4-c6h " (or Nechaco) has been 
inadvertently extended as far as Tble-et-lth (Fort George), so as to 
comprise the whole stream there uniting with the eastern Fraser, 
and usually called Stuart's River, of which the true Neja-coh is 
only a tributary. Hence the reader, curious to trace the descrip- 
tion by the map, would, if unadvised, be puzzled to reconcile the 
discrepancy. 



EKEATA. 

Page 7, line 9, for Camosae read Camosac. 
,, 33, ,, 6, for is read are. 
,, 33, ,, 9, for spawing read spawning. 
,, 34, ,, 8, for Mussels read Muscles. 
,,41, ,, 18, for tarse read tarsi. 
,, 95, fy 3^f (oT centered resid. centred. 

Correction. — At page 3, line 5, for " about 122° 40^ West Lon- 
gitude," inadvertently set down, read ** about 123° 12' West Lon- 
gitude.*' 



Gilbert Malcolm Sproatj Esquire^ of No. 4, Lime 
Street Square, London^ W, C, England, is the Agent Genr 
eral of the Province for the United Kingdom, 



VICTORIA, B. C: 
Fbintio bt Richard Wolfenden, Government Pbintbb. 
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